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“Faith On Trial” 
• Opening Announcements 
• Opening Prayer 
Q: Do you think persecution is coming?  Discuss…. 

Q: How can we protect, inform, prepare our kids for what we think is “down the road”? 

Q:  SPECIFICALLY what are the greatest sources of persecution facing your kids today? 

Q:  What are some ways you might combat that? 

READ: Acts 18:12-17 “But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a 
united attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, “This man is 
persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about to 
open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious 
crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your complaint. 15 But since it is a matter 
of questions about words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to 
be a judge of these things.” 16 And he drove them from the tribunal. 17 And they all 
seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. But 
Gallio paid no attention to any of this.” 

Q: What strikes you as interesting about this event? 

Q: What did Gallio do?  What was his reaction? 

Q: What happened to the plan to have Paul killed? 

READ: Mark 10:23-31 “And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How 
difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the 
disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how 
difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were 
exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at 
them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible 
with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed 
you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 
30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal 
life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  
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Note: This exchange in in response to the disciples wondering at the “Rich Young 
Ruler’s” rejection of Jesus.  This confused them because they believed that if you were 
“rich” then you must have been “right” with God and therefore the REASON you were 
“rich” was because God was blessing you! 

Q: How does earthly wealth, fame, notoriety, success, SOMETIMES work against what 
God desires to do IN and THROUGH us? 

Q: Notice verse 30.  What is the promise? 

Q: What comes “with” the promise?   

Q: How do we also have this same understanding in our life, world, culture? 

READ: “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” - John 16:33 

Q: What does Jesus desire for us?  What does the world often give us?   

Q: How does Jesus help us deal with the “tribulation”? 

NOTE: The word “tribulation” in the Greek means: “trouble involving direct suffering, 
trouble through persecution, suffering” 

READ: “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” - Matthew 
5:11-12 

NOTE: The word “blessed” means: “pertaining to being happy, with the implication of 
enjoying favorable circumstances”. 

Q: How in the world can we be “happy” or feel “blessed” when facing persecution? 

Q: According to Jesus, what CAN persecution indicate? 

POINT:  IF we want to have evidence that we are living for the glory of God, on 
indicator can be persecution! 


