
May 9:   Acts Then and Now…

So far in Acts we see the work of the Holy Spirit among Gods people. Jesus has risen after the crucifixion
and after 40 days has ascended into heaven. He has left his disciples to carry on the work of spreading
the news of the gospel and testifying to what they had seen, heard, and witnessed of the power of the
grace of Jesus. Acts relates the spreading of the Gospel of God’s grace geographically and theologically.
Geographically from Jerusalem to the Capital of the Roman empire, and theologically from a small Jewish
community to a Gentile population that ultimately surpassed the number of Jewish believers.

Acts Then…
Act 5:40-42  and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in
the name of Jesus, and let them go.   Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, in the temple and from house to house,
they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

Act 8:1-3  And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against
the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria,
except the apostles.  (2)  Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him.  (3)  But
Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and
committed them to prison.

By way of review, what do the above two passages describe?

What happens to the persecuted?

What happens to the church following these events?

Acts 6:7 7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large
number of priests became obedient to the faith.

Act 8:4-6  Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.  (5)  Philip went down to the
city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.  (6)  And the crowds with one accord paid attention to
what was being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs that he did.

At that time, the cultural and political backdrop was the Roman Empire. Many different religions were
practiced. The Roman culture was accepting of multiple deities, all of which were worshipped by
individual groups, including the Hellenistic gods and their Roman counterparts. Roman culture also had
adopted the practice of deifying their emperors-and requiring emperor worship. Rome tolerated
different religions AS LONG as they included emperor worship or did not upset the Roman order.

Do we see this in our culture today?  In what ways?

Is there any difference between then and now?  If so, what?



Acts Now…

What is the difference between then and now?

“In our study, the single best predictor of church participation turned out to be belief-orthodox
Christian belief, and especially the teaching that a person can be saved only through Jesus Christ.
Virtually all our baby boomers who believe this are active members of a church. Among those who
do not believe it, some are active in varying degrees; a great many are not. Ninety-five percent of
the drop-outs who describe themselves as religious do not believe it. And amazingly enough, fully
68 percent of those who are still active Presbyterians don't believe it either.



What do these nonorthodox "religious" baby boomers believe? Statistical analysis of their
responses to our Gallup-style telephone questions revealed a "pick and choose" pattern similar to
the one that sociologist Reginald Bibby found in a nationwide study of Canadians. For example,
almost all our active Presbyterians believe in God and that Jesus Christ was the son of God, but
almost 60 percent also believe that "all the different religions of the world are equally good ways
of helping a person find ultimate truth."(1)

Where do we place our worship?

What happens today if our beliefs are challenged?

Joh 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.

Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.

Jas 1:2-4  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,  (3)  for you know that
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  (4)  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
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