
Revelation 1:1-3

1. Introduction:

a. Question: Have you studied Revelation before? What was the result?

b. Question: If you have studied Revelation before did it deepen your faith or just confuse you?

c. Question: Many pastors will tell you that if they advertise that they will be preaching on the
End Times that they draw their largest crowds. Why do you think that happens?

d. Question: Do you find Revelation difficult to understand? Why?

e. Question: What do you think might be helpful in better understanding Revelation?

2. Read Revelation 1:1-2, “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his
servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his
servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even
to all that he saw.”

a. Question: What’s the first thing you notice in verse 1?

b. Question: What’s important about this book being the Revelation of Jesus Christ?

c. Question: Did you notice that it is the Revelation of Jesus Christ not just the Revelation of
Jesus? Is this significant? Why?

d. Question: According to verse 1 who gave the revelation to Jesus?

e. In the Gospel of John (the human author of Revelation) Jesus is recorded as saying, “I can do
nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will
but the will of him who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not
true. 32 There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he
bears about me is true (John 5:30-32).”

f. Question: In John 5:30 verse 1 what does Jesus say? Was he speaking in His divinity or His
humanity?

g. Question: According to John 5:30 Jesus says, “I can do not nothing on my own.” How does this
apply to us?

h. Question: What is the purpose of the prophecy?

i. Question: Who is to be shown the prophecy? Notice the servants are to be shown not told.
Why is that important?



j. Question: To whom is the prophecy of Jesus Christ to be given?

k. Question: What do you think God means when He told John that this revelation is about “the
things that must soon take place”?

l. Question: According to Revelation 1:1, why did God give the Revelation to Jesus?

m. Question: By what means did God make known this revelation?

n. At this point one might well wonder why it is called the Revelation of Jesus if God the Father
gave Him the revelation and if it is communicated to John by an angel. The answer is Trinitarian.
Consider John 10:27-30, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.
29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them
out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” This whole idea of the Trinity is beyond
our understanding. But this we know, God the Father gave the Revelation to Jesus yet it is the
Revelation of Jesus.

3. Read Revelation 1:3, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and
blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”

a. Revelation is the only book in the Bible that has an express blessing for reading it.

b. Question: What requirement is stated to receive the blessing?

c. Question: Why do you think God would reserve the blessing to those who read the book
aloud?

d. Question: How are those who hear the Revelation of Jesus blessed?

e. Question: In addition to reading aloud and hearing the words of the prophecy who else is
blessed?

f. Question: How can we keep the words of the Revelation of Jesus?


