
Turning the World Upside Down – June 20, 2021

1. Introduction:

a. The context for our study is Paul's 2nd Missionary Journey. This mission trip is recorded
in Acts 15:36–18:22 and it included the years 49–51 AD.

b. Having separated from Barnabas and John Mark, Paul and his new companion Silas
revisited the places in Asia Minor where Paul had preached on his first journey.

c. The separation from Barnabas and John Mark resulted in two significant missionary
journeys occurring simultaneously. Barnabas took John Mark, his cousin, and sailed to
Cyprus. At the same time Paul and Silas visited Derbe, Lystra, and Antioch in Pisidia.
From there Paul and Silas traveled to Troas.

d. Question: How was God redeeming the dispute between Paul and Barnabas to
advance His kingdom?

e. Question: Can you think of other times when God redeemed an otherwise harmful,
violent or tragic act in history to advance His kingdom?

f. It was at Troas where Paul received a vision, often termed the Macedonian call. In this
vision Paul experienced a man from Macedonia calling to them to cross into Europe
(Greece and Macedonia), they passed through several towns along the Egnatian Way (an
east/west Roman road going
from Greece to Asia Minor)
and traveled to the cities of
Athens and Corinth in
southern Greece.

2. Read: Acts 17:1-4 “Now when they
had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a synagogue of the
Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his
custom, and on three Sabbath days he
reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving
that it was necessary for the Christ to
suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, ‘This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.’ 4

And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout
Greeks and not a few of the leading women.”
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a. Answering the “Macedonian Call” Paul and Silas are now in Macedonia and Greece.

b. Question: In verses 2-3 we are told that Paul, “Reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to
rise from the dead.” Why was this difficult for the Jews to accept?

c. Question: Verse 4 says, “And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and
Silas.” To whom does the phrase “some of them” refer?

d. Question: What is the difference between the Jews’ response and the response of the
Gentiles in verse 4?

e. Regarding the willingness of the leading Gentile women to hear and receive the
Gospel the NIV Cultural Backgrounds Commentary informs us that, “Women exercised
more freedom in Macedonia. Throughout the empire, Gentile women were more drawn
to Judaism than were men.”

3. Read: Acts 17:5-9 “But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble,
they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring
them out to the crowd. 6 And when they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of
the brothers before the city authorities, shouting, ‘These men who have turned the world
upside down have come here also, 7 and Jason has received them, and they are all acting
against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.’ 8 And the people and the
city authorities were disturbed when they heard these things. 9 And when they had taken
money as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.”

a. Question: According to verse 5 what was the mindset of the Jews in Thessalonica?

b. Question: Also in verse 6, what did the jealous people do?

c. Question: What was the result of the Jews’ jealousy and the forming of the mob?

d. Question: According to verse 6 what seems to have been the chief concern (fear) of
the Jews and the mob?

e. Question: Verse 7 tells us that those persecuting the believers said, “Jason has
received them, and they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is
another king, Jesus.” How is this “red herring” misleading and/or distracting?

f. John 18:36 proves the allegations against Jesus and his followers of inciting
insurrection to be false. When Pilate asked Jesus if he was the King of the Jews Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews.”
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