
Gentile Pentecost – May 23, 2021

1. Introduction: During this past week in “A year of following Jesus” we have been reading the
very important account of Peter’s vision (Acts 10:1-48). A summary of this passage is below:

a. Cornelius, who lived in Caesarea, was a devout God-fearing Roman centurion and had
a vision. In this vision he was told by an angel to send for Peter in Joppa. The following
day a vision was shown to Peter three times. In Peter’s vision he saw something like a
great sheet coming down from heaven with all kinds of animals on it and Peter was told
to kill and eat. Peter responded by saying “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten
anything that is common or unclean.” Each of the three times Peter heard a voice from
heaven say, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” As Peter wondered about
what this all meant the Spirit said to him go to Caesarea with the three men who have
just arrived in Joppa seeking you. Peter and some companions went to Caesarea and
arrived the next day. There they found Cornelius and his relatives and close friends
gathered awaiting Peter’s arrival. Upon his arrival in Caesarea Peter began to teach those
gathered that God shows no partiality and that anyone who fears God and does what is
right is acceptable to Him. Peter also explained that Jesus was the Messiah and that all
the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of
sins through His name.

b. Question: In Acts 10:15 we read that Peter was told in the vision he was given, “What
God has made clean, do not call common.” What does it mean to a Jewish person to be
called common?

c. Question: What does it mean in Acts 10:15 to be made clean?

d. Question: In Acts 10:15 who made things and/or people clean?

e. Question: How are we made clean today?

f. Question: Acts 10:17 tells us that, “Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision
that he had seen might mean.” Why do you think he was inwardly perplexed?

g. Question: Why is it so difficult to accept change in long held traditions?

h. Question: Traditions can be valuable. How can holding to traditions and customs
benefit a culture?

i. Question: On the other hand, traditions can be also be harmful. What are some
examples of harmful traditions?

j. Question: How does Peter’s vision mark a new era in religious belief?
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2. Read: Acts 5:44-48 “While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For
they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 ‘Can
anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?’ 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked
him to remain for some days.”

a. Question: According to verse 44 what was happening when the Holy Spirit fell?

b. The falling of the Holy Spirit on all who heard the word has been called the “Gentile
Pentecost.” Paul explains the Gentile Pentecost in Romans 10:17 when he tells us that,
“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”

c. Question: Why was the Holy Spirit falling upon Gentiles amazing to the circumcised?

d. Question: What role do you think culture and tradition played in the amazement of
the circumcised when the Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles who heard the word (verse 44)?

3. Read: Galatians 3:27-29 “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring,
heirs according to promise.”

a. Question: Who does Paul say in Galatians 3:27 have put on Christ?

b. Question: According to Galatians 3:28 who does this include?

c. Question: Based on Galatians 3:28 who is excluded?

4. Read: Genesis 15:1-6, “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:
‘Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 2 But Abram said, ‘O Lord
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?’ 3 And Abram said, ‘Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my
household will be my heir.’ 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: ‘This man shall
not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.’ 5 And he brought him outside and said,
‘Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.’ Then he said to
him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.”

a. This happened BEFORE there was a Jewish nation or a Hebrew people! At this time
Abram was a Gentile. He would become the father of the Hebrew people but at this
point he was a Gentile.
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