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Monthly Newsletter

West Lawn Wednesday:
A New Look this Fall

Due to COVID-19 constraints and our commitment to providing a safe environment for all, we will NOT be opening our Community Center to weekly
meals this fall. We WILL, however, be offering 4 "grab-and-go" meal events.
On the 3rd Wednesdays of September, October, November & December, our
congregation AND community will be invited to come to the Community
Center between 4:30 & 6:30 p.m. A reheatable meal will be available for a
free will offering. Enter the Community Center through the Woodside Avenue doors. You will receive food in the hall and exit using the Noble Street
doors.
While we hope you will enjoy WLW meals each month and reconnecting with
some familiar and (hopefully) friendly faces, your participation and free will offering helps sustain our ability to feed those in need at places like Opportunity
House, Hope Rescue Mission, and New Journey soup kitchen.
We hope to see you on September 16, October 21, November 18 and December 16.
Here are the dates and the meals that we will make.
 September 16t: Shepherd's pie, peas and corn.
 October 21st: Pulled Pork and Mac and Cheese
 November 18th: Chicken Cordon Bleu, roasted carrots, roasted red potatoes
 December 16th: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, Corn
We will be looking for people to help with the various dates this fall.
Please email Carolann@westlawnumc.org or call the office if you are able
to serve for any or all of these events.
Below are the opportunities to serve:
1:00 p.m. 2-3 people to come in and cook the items
2:00 -4:30- 6 people packing meals in to go containers
4:30-6:30- 4 people to assist with the distribution
4:30-6:30- two people receiving the donation (free will offering) inside dining rm.
4:00-6:45- Clean up/Dishwasher crew.

See Page 6 For Details on the
Wednesday Evening Pastor’s Bible Study!
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Tying It All Together
One of the great challenges for the Church (big church, world-wide church, universal
church) in these almost unprecedented days is how we tie together all the things we
say are important. As I shared in a message on August 23rd, we have to figure out
how to live our lives in ways that are consistent with what we say we believe. If we
say we believe Jesus is our Savior & Lord, how are we living each day that give testimony to those beliefs?
One of our challenges is we say we value (what we call our Core Competencies) (1)
excellent worship, (2) meeting needs in Jesus’ name, (3) building intentional “community,” and (4) engaging
and nurturing families to be agents of disciple-making. It all sounded great when we crafted these values a few years
back, but how can we DO these things in a time of global pandemic and social distancing? Each of these will be topics
will be on our mind as we tie them together with our expectations for leaders (and all Jesus followers) in our worship
services planned for September.
September 6 – We will be discussing the importance of WORSHIP. What is worship? Why do we worship?
Where and/or how do we worship? These are all good and important questions. One thing I
hope we can all agree on is that worship IS important, and it is EXPECTED of every follower
of Jesus. I know its Labor Day weekend, but whether you are at home or away, you can still
worship with us either in person on our campus or on line. Please join us!
September 13 – This will be our belated Confirmation Sunday for the Class of 2019-2020, at the 11 a.m. service. However, for all us to consider will be how we are called to intentionally grow in our
faith. This tends to happen most effectively in Christian Community, be it Sunday school,
community groups, Bible study groups, or service-focused groups. The type of group in
which you find growth may differ, but the constant is that we grow when we are TOGETHER in CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY.
September 20 – As Christians, we are called to SERVE. Jesus said, the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve” (read Mark 10:42-45). We ask each of our Leaders here at West Lawn UMC to
serve. Truly, it is something we should be asking of each self-declared follower of Jesus.
September 27 – Little will get done in the Church (“big” church or local church) without the faithful commitment of our resources. We ask each leader of our church, and expect each member, to faithfully support the ministries of this church with “our Prayers, our Presence, our Gifts, our Service and our Witness.” (See our membership vows for a gentle reminder of vows most of us
have taken.) On this last Sunday of September we will consider ways each of us can be good
stewards of all the resources God has given us, and how we can do that in ways that advance
the ministries of God through this local church.
Friends, I am proud to be a part of a denomination that declares our mission to be making disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world. I am honored to serve alongside each of you as we Invite, Embrace, and Empower all to be the family of God, in Christ. I am excited to explore with you how we tie all of this together is ways
that our consistent with our stated values and Core Competencies. I hope you will join us for worship – in person OR
on line – each Sunday in September!
Thanks for sharing this Journey with me, and for all the good we will do Together, in Jesus’ name.

Pastor Jeff

Crossroads
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Service Opportunity Available
Because many businesses are allowing their employees to work from home, and high schools and colleges are closed,
Miller-Keystone Blood Center has had many of their regular blood drives cancelled during this pandemic. Our church
currently hosts two drives a year at our community center-one in the spring and another in the fall. We received a request from Miller-Keystone asking if anyone at the church would consider hosting an additional drive. This is a great
way to help your community! Should anyone be interested in this opportunity, please contact Eileen Williams at 610670-0591 for more information.

Stay Connected to your Church Family from your Home!
FIND ON OUR WEBSITE: www.westlawnumc.org
Replay Live Stream Worship Services by following these instructions:
 On the home page click on the WORSHIP tab and select LIVESTREAMING. When the page opens scroll
down and select the service you wish to view.
 It will open in small view. Double click to expand to full screen.
View Bulletins by clicking on the BULLETIN button at the side of the LIVESTREAMING page or by clicking on
the WORSHIP tab and selecting BULLETINS and then click on the date you would like to view.
Submit a Prayer Request Online by following these instructions:
 Click on the WORSHIP tab
 Select PRAYER REQUEST
 Select your choice of Public or Private, fill in the form and click on SUBMIT.
(Public Prayer Requests will be added to our Prayer Page and shared with our church family. Private Prayer Requests are sent directly to the
Pastoral staff.)
Watch Daily Devotionals from our Pastors by scrolling down on the home page to the Devotional circle and click
on the words Browse our Devotions or click on the MEDIA tab and select DAILY DEVOTIONALS.
 Opens to that day’s devotional message.
 Click on the YouTube link to see archived devotional messages.
Weekly Sunday School lessons based on the Sunday Livestream children's message. Go to https://
www.westlawnumc.org/sunday-school.
OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT:
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel to see our daily devotionals and worship services.https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCjk6YiptFESz_e26U1EA4jw
 Sunday School Zoom Video Conferencing on Sunday & Wednesday nights. There will be a review of the lesson,
a craft, game and to simply chat with the kids! Parents receive an invitation link to these Zoom calls via their email.

UM Lay Leaders Encourage Laity to Engage in Social Action
The UMC’s Association of Annual Conference Lay Leaders (AACLL) executive team has sent a letter to laity across the
U.S. church calling for their commitment to “love one another” and to work together to foster meaningful social
change at a time when the nation and its churches are facing social dislocation and other existential challenges.
“We gathered in February optimistically anticipating a future guided by vision and filled with action,” says the letter.
“We returned home to face a modern pandemic that has cancelled local, conference and denomination-wide activities.”
Association leaders cite the separation of congregations from their church buildings and church functions and from one
another, thus posing a challenge to “how we meaningfully carry on our ministry and mission.” They also point to the
recent state of violence against unarmed Black citizens, especially by police, as evidence of “the sin of deeply rooted
racism.” “As laity we are 99.2% of the church, and our voices matter,” the letter continues, calling on laity to “take action and cause change….We cannot sit as observers…. We will not go back to normal. We cannot be silent. We are vital to the unfolding of God’s hope for us, to be people who hold one another and the communities around us, in love.”
The association leaders call on their constituents to pray, to advocate for justice and mercy, to learn and also to “lead
courageous conversations about this dual pandemic” of the virus and the violence.
To read the entire letter , visit https://files.constantcontact.com/121f7f1a301/30060274-2fe1-4854-b255-2bdaf43bca30.pdf.

Invite, Embrace, Empower
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The United Methodist
Women will observe “A
Call to Prayer & SelfDenial” on Tuesday,
September 15 at 11:30am
in HE-Brews Café. As
children of God, we are family and not whole until all are
whole. United Methodist Women have partnered with
organizations & individuals working in local communities
both in the US and across the globe through the larger
United Methodist Church.
The offerings received on this day are supportive of persons nearby as well as around the world. The theme—WE
RISE: MEETING GOD’S CALL TO TRANSFORM
COMMUNITIES—highlights work done in Community
Centers as well as work by Regional Missionaries.
Celebrate the difference United Methodist Women makes
in the lives of women, children and youth!!
Due to the health restrictions, we will begin the program
at 11:30am. If you feel comfortable, bring your own lunch,
including beverage for a fellowship time following our
program.
Questions?? Contact Anna Bickhart at 610-670-1671.

A new Bible Study will be starting on September 8th at
9:30 AM. All are welcome to join either in person or via
Zoom. Topic TBD.
Lisa

WLUMC’s Keeping the Connection Ministry is for our
young adults in college. We will still be sending care packages to students attending in person and virtual classes.
Our students need us now more than ever! We want to
let them know we love them and are keeping them in our
prayers. Please provide us with student's name, mailing
address, & email address.
If you would like to donate items or add students to the
list, please contact Molly Maack, maack@comcast.net or
610-823-5081. *1st box assembly will be Sept. 20th.

On Saturday, September 12, at 9:00 am, we
will begin the 7th year
of the Run for God
group at Gring’s Mill
Park. This is a “couch
to 5k” running program for beginners
with a Christian focus.
We alternate walking and running—at your pace. At the
end of 12 weeks, we will run a local 5K race, if you would
like.
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “Do you not know

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

If interested, please contact Pastor
lhoopes@comcast.net or 484-529-4517.

Keeping the Connection

at

Congratulations to
our church sexton,
Josh Wenrich, and
his wife, Tracy, on
the new addition
to their family,
Hannah!

that your bodies are temples for the Holy Spirit, who
is in you, whom you have received from God? You
are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies.”
If you have questions or would like to join us, contact
Dave Weaver at dweaverpp@gmail.com or 610-7637851.

Donors Needed for
Fall Blood Drive
We will be hosting a blood drive at the community center on Thursday, October 22nd for Miller-Keystone
Blood Center There is an urgent need for blood donations, since fewer drives are being scheduled with local
businesses/schools due to employees/students working
from home. Our usual blood drive hours have been extended to accommodate social distancing.
Appointments for whole blood donations can be made from noon to 7
p.m. by calling Eileen Williams at 610
-670-0591.

Crossroads

Loyal Pairs & Spares Sunday School
The Loyal Pairs & Spares Sunday School Class will gather
again on Sunday, September 13 in Room 110 at 9:30 am.
Those attending must wear facemasks and seating will be
social distanced. Teachers will wear masks as they teach. If
you feel comfortable, feel free to join us for lessons from
the Adult Bible Study series titled, “Encounter”. Lessons
look at Paul’s writings; God’s Covenant with Israel; and
what the Scriptures say about worship. Please join us for this
hour of study and growth.

EPAUMC Grant Program
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year the Education
Society Grant Program deadline will be delayed and the application process will be moved to late August. Any grants
that students receive will be delayed until the spring semester
of 2021.
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Monday Evening Bible Study
The Monday Evening Bible Study group will be starting
Tim Keller’s The Prodigal God on September 14 at 7:00
PM in the Music Room.
The study explores the parable of the prodigal son.
From the back of the book: “Tim Keller (author) uncovers the essential message of Jesus, locked inside his
most familiar parable. Within that parable Jesus reveals
God’s prodigal grace toward both the irreligious and
the moralistic. This book will challenge both the devout
and skeptics to see Christianity in a whole new way.”
“Dr. Keller helps you and your small group or church
to glean insights from each of the characters in Jesus’
parable; the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder
son and the father who lavishes love on both.”

All are welcome to attend this study. For more inforFrom August 17 to September 4, the Education Society will mation, please contact Dick Freeze at 610-670-1384.
have a 3-week period where they will accept grant applications and combine them with applications received in early
Griefshare to Begin in Sept.
May. Selection of recipients will happen in September and
awards will be made to be credited to spring semester “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
2021. The dollar amount will not be changed, it just will not -Matthew 5:4 (NRSV)
be divided over 2 semesters. The Grant application can be
accessed from the conference website at: https:// Grief can be overwhelming. Loss and potential loss
www.epaumc.org/administration/finance/higher-education- can be so frightening and painful that it feels like the
scholarships.
world is simply caving in; sometimes it seems that
there is no end to the pain. In times of grief, prayers
WAYS TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT OUR
become a lifeline that upholds and guides us when we
CHURCH & MINISTRIES
do not know the way. Minute by minute and hour by
EFT - Electronic Funds Transfer
hour, God sustains us.
 Go to the West Lawn website www.westlawnumc.org and
click on the GIVE tab or click on the EXPLORE /
If you have suffered a recent loss or continue to strugONLINE GIVING tab. Follow the
gle with the loss of a loved one, The Griefshare Minisinstructions.
try Team can help and would be honored to walk along
Text Giving
side you through this time in your life. This group of
 Send a text message to 610-365-4400 and follow any
trained servants will minister to you through weekly
prompts.
one-on-one phone conversations, offering a listening
Smart Phone APP
ear as well as proven suggestions to aid you in your
 Go to your APP store and download the App
grieving process.
GIVEPLUS+. Follow the prompts to setup.
Bill Pay
If you would like more information or to register,
 An easy process offered by most banks to establish recurplease contact the church at 610-678-5611 or Pastor
ring or one-time gifts to be sent by check directly from your
Lisa at 484-529-4517.
bank, without sharing any banking information with the
church or a 3rd-party provider.
Mail in your contribution to the church office. Be sure to designate your name and what the contribution is for. Send to:
West Lawn United Methodist Church
15 Woodside Ave.
West Lawn, PA 19609-1664
Thank you for your continued financial support
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In God’s Time: The Bible and the Future
Interest in the End Times is at perhaps an all-time high. Despite the record-breaking sales of Last Days books and
merchandise, many Christians find the subject off-putting, confusing, or offensive. Eschatology — the study of the
“Last Things” and the belief in God’s final victory over evil, futility, and death — is at the heart of traditional Christian
proclamation. The event that most shaped the early Church’s beliefs of the future was the resurrection of Jesus, which
they saw as proof of God’s ultimate victory.
You are invited to join Pastor Raffauf each Wednesday at 7 p.m., beginning September 16th, for a video-based, discussion and study, to include:
 Session 1 – Are we there yet?
 Session 2 – The History of the Future
 Session 3 – The Covenant Future

 Session 4 – Apocalypse Then
 Session 5 – Between the Testaments
 Session 6 - Daniel
 Session 7 - Revelation
 Session 8 – Jesus and the Things to Come
 Session 9 – The Once and Future Kingdom
 Session 10 – Hope Unseen

Video lessons will be presented by Dr. Craig C. Hill, dean of Perkins School of Theology in Dallas. A New Testament scholar, Dr. Hill previously served on the faculty of Duke Divinity School and Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.

Gretna Glen Family Getaways
Do you know a family that needs a Getaway? Is there a family with a healthcare worker or first responder in your congregation? Do you know an essential worker that has been missing out on family time? Do you know a teacher who
could use a boost as they go back to school? Is there someone in your life who needs time to pause and relax? Send
them to a Family Getaway Retreat at Gretna Glen! Send them to a Family Getaway Retreat at Gretna Glen!
SEPTEMBER 18-20
OCTOBER 23-25
Gretna Glen Family Getaways are designed to be enjoyed by
families, cohort groups, or individuals who want to come to
camp. Our intent is to provide rest, recreation, and spiritual
growth. A family vacation that is fun and affordable, with something for everyone. Keep busy or just take the time to relax.
You will be able to disconnect, so you can reconnect with God,
each other, and creation in a new way. While Gretna Glen will
provide a schedule for the event and have some planned activities, we really want you to spend the time here as your family
needs. Mealtimes are not flexible however, all other activities
will be optional. Our goal is to provide a healthy, safe retreat for
your family to enjoy Gretna Glen at your own pace. Scholarship
dollars are available. Our goal is to make this event affordable
and accessible for those who want and need to get away during
these unique times.

Crossroads
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Sunday School Reopens Beginning September 13, 2020
We are excited to reopen our nursery and children’s Sunday School classes on Sunday, September 13, 2020. If you and

your family feel comfortable returning to West Lawn for worship and Sunday School, please read over these changes to
our classroom procedures. We look forward to seeing the children, either in the nursery, or in the Community Center
main room, very soon!
Nursery:
 All servants will wear masks
 Temperature checks of all servants and children will be taken upon arrival
 Only 4 children per 1 servant; each group of 4 or less will be kept separate from other groups of 4 or less
 Room 112 will be used as additional nursery space if more than 6 children are in the nursery at any given time
 Only half of the typical toys will be available
 No snacks will be provided; Drinks only in closed sippy cups or bottles
 The nursery will be open each Sunday from 7:45 AM until 12:15 PM, with routine cleaning of surfaces and toys
throughout the morning
 Sign up via a Sign Up Genius email will be requested, but not required, for weekly advance attendance planning
9:30 AM Sunday School:
 All children will be dropped off at the Community Center main room (front door and Noble St. doors will be
open)
 Children will sit socially distanced apart for opening worship in the Community Center main room
 By 10:00 AM, children will relocate to classrooms (double than normal classroom sizes for all classes to accommodate social distancing of children at tables and open spaces)
 Age 3 to Rooms 200-202 in the Reiner Ed. Building
 Age 4 to Rooms 204-206 in the Reiner Ed. Building
 Age 5/Kindergarten to Rooms 208-210 in the Reiner Ed. Building
 Grade 1 to Rooms 207-209 in the Reiner Ed. Building
 Grade 2 to Room 202 in the Community Center (or outside if numbers are small)
 Grade 3 remains in the Community Center large room (or outside if numbers are small)
 Grade 4/5 remains in the Community Center large room (or outside if numbers are small)
 Temperature checks of all servants and children will be taken upon arrival
 All servants and children will wear masks
 Hand sanitizer will be used regularly throughout the morning
 All children will have their own individual pencil box of main school supplies
 Only one parent will go upstairs to pick up children Age 3-Grade 1 in the Reiner Ed. Building, using one way
stairwells
 Parents of Grade 2-5 children will return to the Community Center to pick up their children
 Sign up via a Sign Up Genius email will be requested, but not required, for weekly advance attendance planning
11:00/11:10 AM Sunday School:
 Servants will pick up children who arrive for worship at 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary narthex
 Children and servants will then proceed to the Community Center to pick up children who arrive for worship at
11:10 AM
 The group will conduct Sunday School in Room 202 in the Community Center (If more space is necessary due to
class size, they will relocate to Room 208-210 in the Reiner Ed. Building, or split into two classes)
 Temperature checks of all servants and children will be taken upon arrival
 All servants and children will wear masks
 Hand sanitizer will be used regularly throughout the morning
 All children will have their own individual pencil box of main school supplies
 Children will sit socially distanced apart for opening worship
 Parents will pick up their children at the end or each worship service outside of Room 202 in the Community
Center
 Sign up via a Sign Up Genius email will be requested, but not required, for weekly advance attendance planning
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New Civil Rights Section in our Church Library
Hello West Lawn Church! In the midst of so much social unrest, demonstrations and riots, we all struggle to understand. Why is this happening? What can and should we do?
One way to understand is to learn about and from each other. With this thought in mind, we have added a new section
to our reference library (downstairs in the HE-brews Café). This section will contain books that deal with the civil rights
movement, as well as biographies about leaders in the struggle for freedom. We pray that we might come to know
more about people of color. In knowing their troubles and tribulations, we can come to a greater understanding of them
and ourselves.
Listed below are several volumes that we have included in the “Civil Rights Section:”



















There Is A River, (the black struggle for freedom in America) . Vincent Harding
Rebellion in Newark, Tom Harden
Malcolm X, Manning Marable
Freedom Summer, 1964, Doug McAdam
Bayard Rustin, James Haskins
Parting the Waters, America in the King Years 1954-63, Taylor Branch
Pillar of Fire, America in the King Years 1963-65, Taylor Branch
At Canaan’s Edge, America in the King Years 1965-68, Taylor Branch
Carry Me Home, Diane Mc Wharton
Walking with the Wind, a memoir of the movement, John Lewis
Strength to Love, Martin Luther King Jr.
Uncle Tom’s Cabin or, Life Among the Lowly, Harriet Beecher Stowe
Lost Prophet, the life and times of Bayard Rustin, John D’Emilio
Bayard Rustin, Troubles I’ve Seen a biography, Jervis Anderson
Lincoln on race and slavery, Ed. Henry Louis Gates Jr.
The Awful Grace of God, Stuart Wexler
Defying the Odds Triumphant Black Women of Newark, Barbara J. Kukla
Long Walk A Different Mirror, Ronald Takaki

I hope you will take advantage of this new section. Volumes will be added to this collection in the near future.
God Bless and Peace, Pastor Terry

Fall Updates for Children’s Ministry
Beginning September 13, and Sunday evenings thereafter, Kelly and Laurie will meet with West Lawn children on
Zoom for fellowship and lesson time. Children Age 3-Grade 1 will meet at 6:30 PM, and kids in Grades 2-5 will meet at
7:00 PM.
In addition, Kelly and Laurie will be at West Lawn on Wednesday evenings, between 6:30-8:00 PM, offering childcare
services for any children whose parents are onsite engaged in a small group, Bible study, helping with the kitchen ministry, in choir, or otherwise.
As we move further into the fall and winter, we hope to eventually safely return to our typical Sunday evening onsite
ministries, as well as our Wednesday Toddler Time programming.

“The only way you can serve God is by serving other people.”
- Rick Warren

Crossroads
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West Lawn Families Return for End of Summer/Back to School Bash!
We had a great time at our End of Summer/Back-to-School Bash on Monday, August 24! It was wonderful to see over
100 kids and their families, and wish them well as they head back to school. Between 5:30-7:30 PM, the families tie
dyed face masks, assembled a pencil box of school supplies for Sunday School, enjoyed music by DJ Dave, dunked
Pastor Lisa and Pastor Chris in the dunk tank, decorated a quilt square for our friend, Charlotte R., had back-to-school
photos taken by Meghan White Photography, and had a picnic style dinner of hotdogs, mac and cheese, and ice pops!
We pray for the peace and protection of Jesus to be with these children each and every day.
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When Home Hurts

Domestic Violence and Families: The Church Responds
October 9-10, 2020: Friday, 7 PM to 9 PM; and Saturday, 9 AM to 12 PM

A Zoom Video-Conference Event

Register online to receive access information. Cost: $10

Protecting Human Life. Promoting Healthy Families

Join the Eastern PA Conference’s Domestic Violence Committee for its third annual Domestic Violence Seminar.
Again, we will learn more about this destructive social crisis that hurts individuals, families and communities. And we
will explore how churches can respond.
After examining how domestic violence (DV) impacts women and men in 2018 and 2019, this year we will focus on
families, including its impact on children and youth. Learn various perspectives from our keynote speaker, professional
panelists, DV survivors and attendees. All will share their wisdom and witness—that is, their expert knowledge, their
diverse views and their often-painful but enlightening experiences.
Jody Anderson, who co-chairs our conference’s Domestic Violence Committee, will be our keynote speaker. Her new
book, Band of Angels, comes out in October during National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. A longtime
professional and church volunteer in social work and social justice, Jody is a certified child trauma specialist. She has
counseled children and youth but also directed domestic violence agencies and launched a residential program to help
homeless female veterans heal from sexual assault in the military.
Also, hear survivors’ stories and learn from our interactive panel discussion on “How Can the Church Respond
Effectively?” and afterward, breakout workshops. Our experts will include:






A marriage and family therapist and campus minister who also directs our conference’s Young People’s
Ministries program.
A longtime county DV services director and former shelter director.
Several clinical counselors who work with boys and men.
A Licensed Local Pastor involved in helping domestic violence victims.
A researcher and author who explores the church’s role in addressing domestic violence.

Don’t miss this in-depth, eye-opening, mind-expanding, heart-touching exposition of a topic of grave concern to
churches, individuals and communities who care about protecting human life and promoting healthy families. Please
register online today at https://na.eventscloud.com/when-home-hurts and encourage fellow church members to join
you in attending this important event.

Other Upcoming Conference Events…
As we enter a new year for our annual conference and a new quadrennium for The United
Methodist Church, leadership training and teamwork become crucial to fulfilling our mission
with excellence, especially in these challenging times. Join this brief but vital online training
event, using Zoom, so you can work together to maximize the new information and insights
you will receive about doing fruitful ministry. Our theme is"Bearing Fruit in Ministry."
Register now for this morning leadership training event, scheduled for October 3, from 9
AM to 11:30 AM. This Interactive Zoom Event is free, but registration is required. All are
welcome and encouraged to attend, especially: Connectional Table leaders and their teams and committees; Lay Leaders;
CSMs, CLMs; and anyone in a church, district or conference leadership role
The Rev. Dawn Taylor-Storm, our new Director of Connectional Ministries, will keynote the event. After that, we’ll
have break-out sessions on various leadership topics, led by Connectional Table Members. In this interactive, informative, inspirational gathering, participants will be challenged to stretch their leadership potential and lean in to the current
ministry vineyard. Hope you will join us." More information to come soon!

CROSSROADS
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Upcoming Conference Events

(continued)

This recurring workshop can help any church leader improve their communication,
teamwork and conflict management skills, while creating an inclusive, welcoming
environment. It’s a must-learn for leaders who want to abide in and lead like
Christ.
The workshop provides insight into Jesus’ life and approach to managing conflict,
creating believers, and teaching others about living life with God at the center. It
provides answers to those who perceive and experience oppression, inequality and
violence. The skilled trainers are the Revs. David Piltz and Anita Powell of the Eastern PA Conference Commission on
Religion & Race (CORR).
Register now for this Zoom video-conferencing workshop, scheduled for two Saturday afternoons, October 31 and
November 7, from 12:30 to 3:30 PM, just 3 hours each day. The registration fee is only $10. More information coming.

Confirmation Sunday in a Year of COVID-19
Our confirmation class of 2019-2020 is finally ready to be confirmed and welcomed into the full membership of our
church! (Actually, they’ve been ready since May, but this pandemic-thing sort of got in our way.) Please join us in supporting, welcoming, and praying for our newest members as this year’s class of 18 confirmands take their vows, profess
their faith in Jesus Christ, and join our church on Sunday, September 13th at the 11 o’clock service. To do our best
to adhere to health guidelines, this service will be LIVESTREAMED so those who are far away and those who are in
vulnerable populations can still witness and support this year’s confirmation class. Livestreaming through our website,
tuning in to West Lawn’s YouTube Channel, or watching on Facebook Live are all options for this service. Let’s be
sure to greet, welcome, and pray for these young people as they come alongside us in our mission and ministry.
PS – Confirmation Orientation for the next Confirmation Class of 2020-2021 will be held Sunday, Sept. 20th at 5 p.m. in
the sanctuary. All young people in 8th grade or higher who have not yet joined the church, but have a desire to do so, are invited, along with their parents.
The next Wilson
Area
Food Pantry
distribution
will be on
September
18th from 24PM
with
pickup in the
W L U M C
Reiner Education Building parking lot. Food boxes will be prepared ahead of time and patrons will drive up, pop
their trunk, and the box will be placed inside. Preregistration is preferred and can be scheduled by
calling 484-525-0980.
There will be an additional Helping Harvest Food
Bank Mobile Market at the Wernersville Train Station on the second Thursday of the month from
1-3 PM.

Baptisms/New Members
If you are interested in scheduling a baptism or joining the
church, please contact the Church Office at office
@westlawnumc.org or one of the pastors to inquire.
The next date to join is September 20, 2020.

Flowers on the Altar
Just a reminder that you can place flowers on the altar in honor
or memorial of loved ones.
To do so, please call Acacia Flower Shop at 610-376-8767 or email
acaciaflowershop@gmail.com to place your order. Orders must be
received by Tuesday to be ready for the upcoming Sunday.

The September 11th Prayer Team
event honoring essential workers
has been cancelled.
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Loss of a Spouse Support Group

Remember...

Grieving the loss of a spouse or know someone who is? Life has changed and
the daily emotion can seem hard to bear.

Please let the office or pastors know
if you or a loved one is hospitalized
or placed in rehab. In this time of
social distancing and visit restrictions
at our care facilities, our pastors
would love to connect with you via
phone or virtual methods to pray
with you and offer support.

FIND HELP at:
Loss of a Spouse Seminar
September 9, 2020 at 6:30—8:30 pm in HE-brews Cafe
Please RSVP to the church office at 610-678-5611.

Women’s Book Club
Women's Book Club will meet
Wednesday, September 9, at 7:00
PM in Room 109/Education Bldg.
to discuss Where the Crawdads Sing by
Delia Owens. New readers always
welcome! We meet every second
Wednesday. For information contact
Donna Barnhart:: dmbhart2@
gmail.com/610-678-7873.

Men of Iron

Youth & Family Ministries is holding a Movie Night on Sunday
September 6th at 7:30pm. Please bring your own chairs and
blankets. Hop on the Mystery Machine Van and join Fred,
Daphne, Velma, and Shaggy for a showing of the movie “Scoob!”
Safe prepackaged Snacks and Drinks will be provided.

MEN OF IRON is a men’s ministry
designed to help a man grow in his
faith by reading God’s Word and
sharing with another man (a mentor)
who may be more seasoned in the
Christian faith and journey. We were
not meant to travel this life alone,
and yet many men feel the need to
“man up” and never find a person
with whom they can share their
deepest struggles and questions.
MEN – we invite and encourage you to
consider signing up as a “protégé”
for the coming school year/season,
OR, perhaps you would like to help
another man grow in his faith by
being a “mentor.”
If interested, contact George Bauer:
484-706-2458 / g_a_b24@msn.com
for more information.

Flu Shot Clinic
WLUMC will hold a flu shot clinic
sponsored by CVS on Sunday morning in the Education Building parking lot Sept. 13th-9:00 AM-1:00 PM .
Please bring your insurance card with
you. They accept most insurance except for Tri-Care.
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Crossroads

Confirmation during
COVID
This May we were unable
to hold the Confirmation
Service for our 8th grade
students, so we made the
decision to push it back to
September. And now, here
it is!
We will be having the
Confirmation service in –
person on September 13th
during the 11am service.
We are finding ways to sit
and structure the service
in a way that honors CDC
guidelines, but also celebrates this step in these
young people’s lives. We
have 18 students who
completed the course last
year, including many
Zoom classes, which were
very highly attended.
The service will be
livestreamed that day to
allow all of us to celebrate along with the students and their families.

For more info
please contact
Youth Director
Trisha Rabold
610.678.5611 (O)
484.432.7808 (C)
trisha@westlawnumc.org

The Youth Program has had a very successful summer of
programs, despite the new climate we find ourselves in currently.
We were able to restart our in person Sunday evening gatherings
in July, and hold a @ Home Missions Week. The students not only appreciated the chance to see their friends once again, but also
spoke highly of the ways they could serve those in our congregation and community.
Although we were not able to travel to Wildwood NJ for
our “A Closer Walk” trip, we did have a night of water games,
where no one left dry. It has been great to just step back from
everything going on this year and have some fun together as a
group.
Looking forward to the fall we are planning optimistically,
yet realistically. We will continue our successful Sunday Night
Youth Groups, and hope to give our students a safe space to be
together, share their faith, and grow with Jesus & one another.
A new change to this program will be the splitting of our
Middle School & High School groups. The need for social distancing, as well as the vastly different needs of these age groups
will allow us to keep meeting in person, and reaching these ages
in a way that respects both our 12yr olds and our 18yr olds. The
groups will meet simultaneously, with some time together for
worship, but other portions of the programming will be separate.
More info on this has been sent to Parents & Leaders.

Youth Ministry Dates & Info
9/6– Youth Kick-Off Outdoor Movie Night– SCOOB!
9/13– 6/7th gr Sunday School Starts up 9:30am
Confirmation Sunday– 11am
Youth Group– MS & HS 6-8pm
9/20– Confirmation Meeting for current 8th graders
Youth Group for MS & HS 6-8pm
9/25– Middle School Special Event 6-8pm
9/27– Youth Group for MS & HS 6-8pm
Looking forward…
10/4 Confirmation Class starts for 2020-2021 class
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Youth Ministry Internship: A True Blessing
Hi, my name is Rebecca Zeiner. This past summer I was the youth intern and it was
a pleasure having this opportunity given by my church, West Lawn UMC, and our
Conference. It was an eye opening internship because it was all new for everyone
across the board due to the world pandemic. There were a lot of positives from this
internship this summer. It started off really weird due to Covid, but my youth pastor
and I made it work to the best of our abilities.
We held some on campus events where the youth could come and be together learning the word of God. We found ways to have youth group in a different way. Some
gathering ideas were outside, but some were inside with mask-wearing and social
distancing. We had a week-long mission trip at home because we could not go anywhere. The students got to help out around the community and be the hands and
feet of Jesus. We found ways to make game nights work outside. A favorite of mine
was a water game night we had. The students had a chance to have fun but yet still
follow rules from the CDC.
I have seen so much growth throughout the summer in the students even though it has been a rough couple of
months. The big challenge this year was really Covid-19 happening. There were small challenges with getting a new
youth leader, but we did the best we could this summer. Back in June, it was hard having Zoom youth groups and small
groups. No students would show up or, it was slim to none. When we started to come up with ideas to start youth
group in person, we were scared no youth were going to show up. There were so many factors going into it like if youth
would want to show up, how would the parents feel about youth getting together, what rules would the church have in
place that we would have to follow, would the students even follow any of the rules, etc. Eventually, my youth pastor
and I came up with ideas and those ideas have worked ever since. It has been a constant change of rules which can still
be a struggle. We are making the most out of what we can and what God has blessed us with.

This internship has let me grow a lot spiritually and emotionally. This whole new world we are living in takes a toll on
everything in a person. For me, this summer has helped me get through this tough time and really see the presence of
God. In the middle of this storm, God has led me to become a strong youth leader and grow with the students. I have
gotten to lead a small group with some youth, given some small messages to the youth, and have had amazing conversations with the youth about the bible. I have grown so much from reading the bible everyday. That is the first thing I
do, and then I do my devotional with the youth. My youth pastor and I have a book study, just the two of us. I have
found growth in being a better youth leader through this book. When I got the opportunity to be a Youth Intern, I
struggled because I had no idea - my faith was not strong as it is now. I did not want to let anyone down and I had
some personal issues going on. I prayed and said, “God, is this an experience I should encounter to know you more?”
He sure answered my prayers and I have seen my passion for youth ministry grow. I will always be a part of youth ministry because knowing I can help students grow in their faith inspires me. I have prayed and asked God if this is his
path for me, to be more involved with youth ministry, and it will always be in my path. Throughout this internship God
has shown that youth need ministry more than ever. I can be a light for them in their storm, or having youth group and
community can give them light through each other.
In conclusion, God has blessed me with this opportunity to serve Him and the youth around me. I thank God everyday
for giving me this opportunity and will always have it close to my heart. Thank you to my home church and the conference for letting me have this internship and having faith in me to do the job well.

“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.'” —Matthew 9:37–38 (NIV)
Sincerely,
Rebecca Zeiner, WLUMC Youth Ministry

CROSSROADS
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Dear West Lawn,
Thank you so much for the beautiful
arrangement that you sent for Bill’s
service. More importantly, thank you
for all of the support, prayers and love
that you have shown us these past 6
years. We would have never survived
without our church family.
Love,

Dear West Lawn UMC,
I’m writing to thank the wonderful “Youth Mission
Team”, and Brian and Trisha for all their dedicated
hard work at our house. They worked diligently and
tirelessly through horrible heat and high humidity to
clean and spruce up our lawn and rotting deck. You’re
a blessing to all you help and a shining example of
youth outreach for the church. Keep up your good
work and thank you again. You’re wonderful!
PS: the neighbors all around us came over to ask who
your group was and what “company” they were from.
Now that speaks VOLUMES!

Sandi Haines & Family

Thank you again and again, The Hurdles

Dear Rev. Raffauf & West Lawn UMC,
Thank you so much for your generous gift to our work in Haiti. With these funds, a house will be
built. The gift comes at an especially important time. The cancellation of our Global Builders trips
has created a hardship for our international partners. Volunteers mean so much to their work and
funds that come with a trip are an important resource. I am sorry that you all weren’t able to
travel this year to see those funds in action, but we join you in praying for a return trip soon.
Or partners in Haiti have not let the virus slow them down and have been building non-stop. They
are going a little slower now due to funding, but they have refused to bend to the pandemic. As
far as we know, our folks there are doing well and we pray for their continued health.
West Lawn continues to be a significant partner to The Fuller Center and our work in Haiti. Your
gifts through the years have been enough to build not just a house or two, but a village. What a
tremendous legacy for the church. We are truly honored to have you as friends.
Thanks again for your generous support. We truly appreciate it!
In faith,
David Snell, President & Co-founder, The Fuller Center for Housing

Hi West Lawn!
Thanks so much for your weekly deliveries
of 300 sandwiches as well as Giant items.
You are truly helping so many
Thank you!
Denise
New Journey Soup Kitchen
Thank you to all of those who have served
and continue to serve on our Sunday morning usher, greeter and safety teams! It
has been wonderful to once again be welcomed each week by such friendly faces.
Romans 15:7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God.

Robert J. Trewella

November 25, 1924—
August 15, 2020

Marianne Quillen
May 1, 1933—
August 16, 2020

COFFEE TRUCK IN SEPTEMBER
15 Woodside Avenue
West Lawn, PA 19609
www.westlawnumc.org
Phone: 610-678-5611
***************
OUR PASTORS:
Jeff Raffauf
Chris Hardy
Terry Cooney
Lisa Hoopes
Sunday Worship
8:00 am Traditional Worship
9:30 am Praise Worship
11:00 am Celebration Worship
11:10 am Community Worship

Thanks to generous members and friends, the coffee truck (a
local, small business, Beansie’s Café) will be on our parking lot
EACH SUNDAY MORNING IN SEPTEMBER! If you are
planning to worship with us in person in September, plan your
arrival or departure plans to allow time to enjoy a free beverage of your choice. Even in these “COVID days,” we can still
enjoy a coffee (or other beverage) and some Christian
hospitality.

SEPTEMBER 1
Robert Angstadt
Robert Hughes
Brooke Maurer
Meredith McGrath
Ashlee Neuin
Jocelyn Reber
Cathy Rittle
Tracey Wagner
Chelsea Weber
Mark Wisniewski
SEPTEMBER 2
Anna Berry
Debra Bortz
Alexa Denny
Harry Hall
Deborah Hoag
Robert Hutchinson
Betty Jackson
Jessica Karacz
Jody Karacz
Joe Marsden
Amanda Mikes
Ross Ricketts
Robert Stout
SEPTEMBER 3
Kenneth Bock
Barbara Depsky
DeFalco
Jared Hayick
Olivia Huls
Emma Scalese
Robert Sweitzer
Donald Westley *
SEPTEMBER 4
Justin Behrenshausen
Jeffrey Detwiler
Althea Harmon
Corey Hunter
Rose Mercer
Beth Perine
Catherine Weitzel
SEPTEMBER 5
Brooke Angstadt
LeRoy Christman
Lisa Delewski
Holly Foster
Greyson Gutzler
Reid Weikel
Shawne Weinhold
SEPTEMBER 6
Joline Goodhart *
Terry Gordon
Jeanne Hetrich
Kathleen O'Donnell
Nasir Peace
Megan Swearingen
SEPTEMBER 7
Randy Ache-Hassler
Louise Bressler
Todd Ebling
James Herbein
Michael Kershner
Michael King
James Lochman

Ruth Sallade
Larry Smith
Kristen Zimmerman
Theodore Puc
Linda Ramsey
Gary Stump
Ian Swartz
Heidi Swartz
Grace Swartz
Julia Traffas
Marilynne
Wiederspahn
Tod Witman
SEPTEMBER 8
Gwendolyn Gaenzle
Randal Gardner
Jane Moyer
Robert Phillips
Helen Rothenberger
SEPTEMBER 9
Korbin Dierolf
Kim Filer
Barbara Geiger
Lisa Hoopes
Lyndell Mason
Glenn Opel
Erin Weaver
William West
Kimberly Wixon
Galen Wyrick
SEPTEMBER 10
David Crissman
Robert Gray *
Erin Gusley
Catherine Heist
Jessica McAllister
Eghonghon Odiale
Ella Young
SEPTEMBER 11
Emmie June Buck
Kevin Focht
Michael Melnyk
Patrick O'Leary
Dorthea Schrader
Pearl Stoudt *
Eric Werner
SEPTEMBER 12
Kelly Bagdon
Adam Englehart
Jenna Haas
C Houser
Kayleaha Lutz
Dustin Martin
Hope Martin
Richard Mextorf
Susan Noecker
Kerry Pawling
Barry Rittle
Madeleine Rothermel
Rebekkah Thomas
Nathan Weaver
Hilary Weaver
SEPTEMBER 13
Wynne Cloud
Terrance Cooney

Alex High
Deborah Kochel
Robin Lewars
SEPTEMBER 14
Ryan Bubb
Izabella Clark
Marilyn Faughner
Addilyn Gibson
Lucas Gunzelmann
Stephanie Lee
Julia Reber
Stephen Snyder
Ralph Stamm
Jayme Trogus
Greta Zeiders
SEPTEMBER 15
Heather Chasarik
Noah Dutt
Lyda McCarty
Matthew Miller
Christopher Ott
Ann Papada
Evelyn Quick
Wendy Sharetts
Austin Zalmanek
SEPTEMBER 16
Megan Angstadt
Andrea Behrenshausen
Lois Carvel
Susan Henry
Jennifer Johnson
Michael Kochel
Edward Lensie
Jane Leupold
Maria Mickey
Sharon Miller
Dena Perez
Robert Rada
Lisa Sechrist
Gabriel Semsel
Roy Smith
SEPTEMBER 17
Arthur Brendel
Aubrey Gerhart
Mitchell Hettinger
Kathy Kauffman
Stephanie Kurtz
John Moyer
Dorothy Ritter
Ryan Swavely
William Wildman
SEPTEMBER 18
Lisa Gallagher
Natalie Kolb
Joanne Zweizig
SEPTEMBER 19
DongJin Choi
Laura Depasquale
Kinley Fischer
Terry Hauschild
Chase Herb
Joseph Kieffer

Michael Mathis
Lauren Mercer
Madysen Miller
Nancy Poole
Megan Tornielli
Albert Wicks
Chris Wiederspahn
SEPTEMBER 20
Logan Baldwin
Robert Griffith
Stephanie Lamison
Ethan Lasher
Curtis Minich
James Papada
Alona Sink
Steven Van Winkle
SEPTEMBER 21
Melissa Bertolet
Jennifer Conner
Joyce Eager
Leslie Harris
Sandra Jones
Christopher Magee
Sharon McLean
Ruth Shaffer
Jeffrey Warmkessel
Carolyn Weller
SEPTEMBER 22
Irving Bressler
Paul German
John Hoag
Jacob Witman
SEPTEMBER 23
Michael Dutt
Craig Seda
Jacob Walsh
Sara Wicks
SEPTEMBER 24
McKenna Groh
James Moorman
Morgan Rath
Stephanie Romberger
Dean Vandersall
SEPTEMBER 25
Ryan Gittler
Garrett Gittler
Twila Goetz
Melody Malia
Carol Miller
Laila Moore
Stanley Roberts
Christopher Rodgers
Shawn White
SEPTEMBER 26
Audrey Brackman
Elizabeth Langdon *
Warren Marweg
Ray Miller
Cheryl Moore
Steven Noecker
Kaydin Ratkiewicz

SEPTEMBER 27
Stephanie Adam
Kara Aughinbaugh
Barbara Bankes
Charlotte Jordan
Dee Mathis
Clay Peterson
Amy Traffas
Aiden Zalmanek
SEPTEMBER 28
George Bayliss
Michael Ketner
Carl Loeper
Jonathan Moore
Jeff Rapp
Stefan Rohal
Matthew Roland
Cooper Young
Brian Zillhardt
SEPTEMBER 29
Rick Dierolf
Mason Dones
Cora Marous
Charlotte Meck
Jocelyn Moyer
Robin Salyards
Robert Tier
SEPTEMBER 30
Erika Beidelman
Robert Emerson
Lisa Evans
Richard Fehling
Lily Jordan
Kyle Moyer
Natalie Ohlinger
Brittany Row
Linda Shaner
Kelli West

*Joline Goodhart
Berks Heim, A3 #311
1011 Berks Rd.
Leesport, PA 19533
*Bob Gray
Country Meadows Rm 223
1800 Tulpehocken Road,
Wyomissing, PA 19610
*Don Westley
Green Hills Manor, Rm 106
(skilled nursing)
10 Tranquility Lane
Shillington, PA 19607
*Pearl Stoudt
Stone Ridge, Rm L65
Myerstown, PA 17067
*Betty Langdon
Rittenhouse Village at
Muhlenberg
2900 Lawn Terrace, Rm 103
Reading, PA 19605

