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e Sarah Althouse from Muhlenberg High School attending Bucknell University.
¢ Meghan Doyle from Wyomissing High School attending Messiah University.
o Rachel Eschbach from Wilson High School attending Millersville University.

e Aidan Gall from Governor Mifflin High School.

o Jakob Hoffert from Wilson High School attending Penn State University.

e Megan Hoppman from Governor Miftlin High School attending IUP.

e Annabella Lapi from Governor Miftlin High School.

e Erin McCarthy from Wyomissing High School.

e Campbell Ricketts from Governor Mifflin HS attending Thomas Jefferson University.

e Nicholas Wasser from Conrad Weiser High School.

e Mason Weller from Wilson High School attending Millersville University.

e Madalyn Wilczynski from Wilson High School.

e Cooper Young from Wyomissing High School attending Robert Morris University.

o Alex High from Penn State University with a MBA.

e Preston Hoopes from Penn State University with a BS in Quantitative Psychology.

e Emma Swartz from Susquehanna University with BAs in English Literature and Spanish Studies.

o Mikala Weikel from Millersville University with a BS in Early Education.
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"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; committed to the message of reconciliation.
We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us."
- 2 Corinthians 5:17, 20

Did you know that you are an “Ambassador for Christ?” In 2 Corinthians, Paul writes in detail the mission of
the church, a priority being a commitment to the message of reconciliation. The reconciliation that Paul writes
about in Chapter 5 however, is not between the members of the church. This reconciliation is between God
and the world, and the commitment to that reconciliation, is the mission of the people in the church. We are
Ambassadors for Christ. Like it or not, good or bad, all that we do is viewed by the rest of the world as

ministry.

How does the world view West Lawn United Methodist Church? 1 pray that the world finds us not asleep but
active with community outreach, global mission, making disciples, exercising spiritual discipline, using our
voice and getting our hands dirty making West Lawn look a little more like heaven each day -- all in the name
of Jesus.

How does the world view you? If the world finds your church committed to reconciliation with God, does the
‘Monday through Saturday’ world also find you expressing that same commitment at home, at work, in school,
on the golf course or in the gym? The majority of the people you meet during the week will perceive your
whole church through your single voice and actions, as if everyone in the church is just like you. That’s
power! Like it or not, good or bad, that’s the power given to the Ambassador for Christ. Is it any wonder that
friendship evangelism is the number one church growth practice in the world?

Friends, as we enter the season of warm weather, graduations, extended travel, summer vacations and
relaxation, invite a friend to church and remember, God is ... where you are. Psalm 139: If I ascend to heaven,
you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the
farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me ... and hold me fast. By going out into the world,
we are living out our global faith and moving in places where God is already active. Be an ambassador for
Christ this summer wherever you are!

Blessings,

Pastor Tomwmv
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Mother's Day Celebration at West Lawn Church

It was a special Mother's Day at West Lawn! All women were invited to the porch and house at 100 Woodside
for refreshments and flowers. While there, everyone had the opportunity to tour the house, and learn more
about upcoming events being planned under the umbrella of "women's ministry." Future plans include a
summer social, girl's day away, mission projects and more.

Currently, West Lawn offers a number of ministries,
programs and groups for women, including:

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY
THURSDAY AM BIBLE STUDY
WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

WOMEN'S FALL WEEKEND RETREAT
SMALL GROUPS

FAITHFUL FRIENDS CONSIGNMENT SALE
MEALS FOR NEW MOMS MINISTRY
POST HOSPITALIZATION MEAL MINISTRY
FUNERAL BAKING MINISTRY
SATURDAY AM EXERCISE CLASS

If you are interested in learning more about women's ministry, or coordinating a new event or class, contact
Kelly Rismiller at kelly@westlawnumc.org, 610-507-9141

N’S MINISTRY
PLANS ARE NOW BEING MADE FOR NEW EVENTS:
SUMMER SOCIAL
DAY & WEEKEND RETREATS
WOMEN'’S MISSION PROJECT
GIRLS DAY AWAY
ARTS & CRAFT WORKSHOP
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Stephen Ministers Commissioned May 28th
Sunday, May 28 was a joyous occasion at West Lawn, as 5
laypeople from our congregation were commissioned into a
special ministry of care and concern for others as Stephen
Ministers. This culminates a period of extensive training and
preparation for caring ministry. After the commissioning, these
Stephen Ministers will be assigned to provide care to those in
our congregation and community going through difficulties in
life. We thank God for their gifts and ask that you keep these

people in your prayers as they carry the love of Christ to those

who need it.

Please welcome the Stephen Ministry class of 2023:

¥ Paul Dodge
¥ Brenda Grant
w  Barb Piscitello
¥  Carolyn Ortwein
+  Phyllis Walsh
Current Stephen
Ministers:
Judy Alvarez
Sandi Burt Stephen Ministry
John Donovan Leaders:
Elyse Elliott Pastor Lisa Hoopes
Joanne Henny Elyse Elliott
Linda McCrea Bob Grant
Jim Schweitzer
Barb Slegel
Ruth Stephens

Howie Weber ﬂ '\ Christ caring for people through people

o STEPHEN

. MINISTRY

The journey of grief is a painful process, and you
do not need to walk it alone. We would like to
encourage you to come to the special seminar
and support group offered here at West Lawn
United Methodist Church called GriefShare. The
materials specifically address topics and issues
for those who are grieving the death of a loved
one.

Griefshare meets weekly for 13 weeks and the
content is Christ-centered and biblical. You will
find this to be a place where you can be around
people who understand the pain of your loss.
You will be prayed for and learn valuable
information that will help you through this
difficult season of your life.

Our next Griefshare group begins
Wednesday, June 14th from 6:30-8:30 PM in
Room 109 of the Reiner Education Building.
We hope you will consider joining us.
Registration is encouraged by visiting our
website or app.

If you would like more information or to
register, please contact the church at 610-678-
5611 or Pastor Lisa at 484-529-4517.
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Summer is my favorite time of the year because it gives us a chance to
refocus on new goals, start again and spend time outside. Just as we see a whole
new set of flowers, plants and vegetables coming up all summer long, I’'m anxious
to help students grow deeper in their trust and faith in God during this season. In
May we literally “Focused” on spiritual disciplines as our Youth Group May series
was titled “Focus”. We spent time thinking about prayer, fasting, and looking to
the scriptures.

Then on Mother’s Day weekend 20 of us headed to Pocono Plateau for the
weekend. We had beautiful weather all weekend long. We took time to think and
talk about our doubts, how to bring those thoughts to God, and being comfortable
with the uncomfortable parts of faith. We learned that God is still with us as we
think, pray, and wrestle through our faith. And we learned that it doesn’t just go
away someday, but that it changes as our faith matures.

On May 21st we had a nice dinner for our High School Seniors and their
families. We shared special memories, ate delicious food provided by our Kitchen
Ministry, and talked about staying connected to Jesus, the vine (John 15). Seniors
are headed off to all sorts of colleges in the greater area, and we couldn’t be more
proud of the people they’ve become, the faith they’ve grown, and the depth of their
character. It’s truly a testament to their families and their faith community.

-Frisha

June 2023 Upcoming Summer Events

6pm— Super Sloppy Silly off-site events and trips in order to

Summer Celebration deepen their faith and grow in
their friendships.

6/11-9:30am-6/7th SS
NO Youth Group VBS— June 5-8th

6/18— 9:30am -6/7th SS Hersheypark Trip— June 28th
NO Youth Group ASP—July 9-16th

Daytona Beach Youth Conference—

6/25— 9:30am— 6/7th SS July 25-28th

6-8pm-— S Youth G
P SRR MOREE SR August—Middle School & High
6/28— Hersheypark Trip School Day trips-Aug Sth&10th

More info and registration available on the App or web.https://westlawnumc.org/
youth-summer-info

.
(See App for more details) This summer the students will have Q
6/4— 9:30am -6/7th SS the opportunity to attend various
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For info, contact:
Youth Pastor
Trisha Rabold

610.678.5611 (O)

484.432.7808 (C)

trisha@westlawn
umc.org
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“READY, SET, MOVE” Vacation Bible
School Takes Place This Month!

Final plans are now in the works for our READY, SET, MOVE
Vacation Bible School! This year’s event will take place from
Monday, June 5 through Thursday, June 8. For four consecutive
nights, children will experience a week full of faith discoveries,
memorable music, and epic adventures that help them encounter
God’s power and love. Children age 3 through the completion of
Kindergarten will gather each night in the Community Center
from 6:00-8:15 p.m. Elementary kids, grades 1-5, should report
to the Sanctuary each night from 6:00-8:30 p.m.

Registration 1is still open. Parents can go online to
www.westlawnumc.com/vbs to sign up children. Before the
official start of VBS, families should stop by West Lawn UMC
to pick up their child’s t-shirt and music CD.

Our Vacation Bible School is not possible without the help of
150+ servants! If you would like to join our READY, SET,
MOVE team, contact Kelly Rismiller directly at 610-507-9141,
kelly@westlawnumc.org. We can still use help in these areas:

* Preschool crew leaders

* Floaters

* Elementary crew leaders /\ ‘ .

* Set Up/Tear Down team

In addition, there are still some outstanding supplies needed for
the various crafts and activities related to this year’s theme. We . °
welcome donations of any of the following:

Glue sticks Pretzel Rods

Small White Chalk Sun Butter

Gray Paper Plates Vanilla Pudding Cups

Fish Stickers Fig Newtons

Heart Stamps Fruit Roll Ups

White Circle Stickers Waftle Cones

M&Ms Thin Markers

Teddy Grahams Green, Blue & Brown Acrylic
Paint

-tir(--.

WLUMC Children’s Ministry

On Sunday, our 4th and 5th grade families assembled planters using the leftover flowers from our Mother’s Day
celebration. We talked about inviting others to church, and what it looks like to evangelize. Following the pot

painting, planting and letter writing, the kids were encouraged to get
their containers into the hands of others that do not already have a
church home. Some ideas included:

1. Giving the planter to a friend or neighbor and personally inviting
them to church;

2. Dropping the planter off on a random doorstep in the neighborhood
near West Lawn or anywhere in their travels;

3. Taking the flowers into a laundromat and giving it to a total
stranger.

The students learned there is no right or wrong way to invite others to
church, and this practice is an extension of being a disciple of Jesus
Christ, sharing love and compassion to others.



http://www.westlawnumc.com/vbs
mailto:kelly@westlawnumc.org
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West Lawn Gray versus West Lawn Blue Softball Doubleheader

West Lawn's two softball teams are facing one another on Monday, June 12, at the Red Caboose Ballpark! Come
and support both home teams as we watch WL Blue battle WL Gray at both 7 and 8:15 PM - a doubleheader!

Beginning at 6:00 PM, our Kitchen Ministry will prepare hot dogs, beef BBQ and salads. The softball team
families are providing the drinks and snacks. All are welcome to join the teams; simply bring along a potluck dish
to share! Kids are welcome to come along as well, play on the playground, and run the bases on the field between
the two games! Call the church office to let us know you are attending, or register on our website.

Scan
to
register
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Safe Haven kids make gifts
to give their moms for
Mother’s Day.
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EPA Annual Conference 2023 Recap

For the first time in three years, the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference met in person from May 18-20 at the
Expo Center in Oaks, PA. More than 700 members and visitors gathered under the theme “Possibility” (from
Matthew 19:26) for the first annual conference held onsite since 2019, after managing three years of online
sessions. “The Church Is One Foundation™ sang the body during its opening worship celebration. And throughout
the two-day session that truth prevailed in moments of communal worship, fellowship and giving, in the sacred
commissioning and ordination of six clergy, and in the faithful discernment and discussion of 12 resolutions.

A new Strategic Direction that outlines the conference’s goals and path forward to increase vitality and
effectiveness among its congregations and church leadership was discussed and approved. It includes a
collaborative affiliation between the United Methodists of Eastern Pennsylvania and Greater New Jersey that
focuses on growing transformational leaders, making disciples, growing vital mission congregations and
transforming mission in our communities and around the world.

While that proposal passed by a wide margin, the introduction of a strategic direction, a new budget format and
collaboration with Greater New Jersey has created disruption for some conference members concerned about too
much change without a full understanding of the plans and process. The Extended Cabinet has pledged to continue
to work with more laity and clergy to better understand their concerns and slow the pace of change.

As requested, the bishop, with approval of the superintendents, will call a Special Session of the conference to
review and adopt a 2024 budget. The Council on Finance & Administration’s budget proposal, which reports all
projected income and spending, conforms with The Book of Discipline and with best practices of non-profit
management, EPA Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer Jo Fielding assured members.

In other highlights, the Rev. Enger Muteteke of the General Commission on Religion and Race, led a teaching
session on ‘“systemic racism, implicit bias and their impact on ministry efforts.”

Bishop John Schol presided over the conference, delivered his episcopal address, celebrated new clergy retirees and
preached for the Commissioning and Ordination Service in which four clergy were ordained and one was
commissioned. The Rev. James Lee, EPA&GNIJ Director of Communications, preached for the opening worship.
The Rev. Eunice Vega-Perez, Superintendent of GNJ’s Skylands District, preached for the memorial service, where
33 deceased EPA clergy and clergy spouses plus two United Methodist bishops and two bishop’s spouses were
remembered. To read the full recap, visit epaumc.org.
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t & Vendor Show

PLUS OUTDOOR YARD SALE

Saturday, June 17 ~ § AM-2PM
West Lawn United Methodist Church
15 Woodside Ave., West Lawn, PA

Inside space
sold out!

(Painters, potters, collage makers, etc.)

The Faith in Action Team at West
Lawn UMC is sponsoring an art show
on October 7, 2023 at the church!
The theme of the art show is “Social
Justice/Faith in Action. We welcome
exhibitions of any medium that
pertains to the theme.

Please contact Jody Anderson at
jander678@gmail.com for further
information.

Women's Book Club will meet
Wednesday, June 14 at 7:00 PM in the
- Community Center Conference Room to
discuss Killers of a Certain Age by
Deanna Raybourn. July's book is Mad
Honey by Jodi Piccoult. New readers
always welcome! Come join the
discussion!

To be added to the email list or for information please contact
Donna Barnhart at dmbhart2(@gmail.com or 610-678-7873.

The next Wilson Area
Food Pantry distribution
will be on June 16th from
2:30-5:30 PM in the
WLUMC Community
Center. Pre-registration is
preferred and can be
scheduled by calling 484-525-0980.

Donations accepted weekdays in the church
office. Thank you!


mailto:dmbhart2@gmail.com
mailto:jander678@gmail.com
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"« Little Acts of Love

\\\ A community home repair ministry
fid A\

P.O. Box 120
Wernersville, PA 19565

Dear West Lawn United Methodist Church Family,

On behalf of the staff, volunteers, board of directors, and homeowners here at Little Acts of Love, | extend our
deepest gratitude for the Christmas Miracle Grant we have received. Our funding is supported by grants and
donations received from the community and area businesses. Without your generosity, we simply could not
fulfill our mission of restoring hope to our neighbors in need of home repairs.

David served in the Navy for 23 years as a cook and now struggles getting out of his home for frequent visits to
the VA after a new home was built next door. With his wife's encouragement, he finally accepted that a ramp
was the safest way to enter their home via another entryway. Just prior to meeting this couple, we received a
generous gift of a steel ramp that was no longer needed. It was the perfect fit for David with a few
modifications.

We then received a call from the same donor who had a scooter he no longer needed. David's wife was so
excited because he tires so easily and this will allow additional mobility. We are so grateful for the continued
partnership with the West Lawn UMC Neighborhood Ministry who helped to make the ramp possible. The team
both disassembled and installed the ramp to make David's life safer.

Your generous support allows us to make the commitment to help our neighbors like David. Again, thank you.
Your gift is making an important difference in the lives of our neighbors in the Greater Reading community.

Sincerely,

CUL-.M \(‘(\ AN~
Alice Moyer, Executive Director
And the Board of Directors

Thank You... 1 Loving My

dur'm a very dlfflcuH time,
your kindness meant so much!
Thank you for all your
thoughtfulness and caring. A
special note of “thanks"
straight from our hearts!

With love,

Carol Lochman
Jaime Rowe, Connor and Bryce

Jerry B. Standefer Edward R. (Ed) Chimenko

\ / 6/3/1947 — 5/11/2023 10/22/1942 — 5/13/2023
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Our Newest Members way

Michael & Nelly Eisenhour

“It was like walking into home” was how Nelly Eisenhower described coming back to WLUMC with her husband
Michael. Nelly attended West Lawn as a child with her aunt & uncle who were members. Since that time as a child
worshipping at West Lawn, she & Michael were married and raised two, now adult boys, Jacob, and Samuel; who
is attending college. Nelly & Michael enjoy football, camping, and spending time at Ocean City, MD enjoying
their boat. They also have two dogs that keep them busy as well. Welcome Michael & Nelly!

Margene Heckman & John Ray Jones

Margene and John were attending another church in the area and decided to try WLUMC. They found they liked it
immensely and decided to make the switch. John prefers to be known as Ray. He is a retired construction
management engineer so he enjoys light carpentry and electrical work. Margene was the spearhead of bringing
several friends to join WLUMC and we will enjoy getting to know all the new faces!

Holly Higgins

Holly was looking for a more active church in which to participate in various activities. She followed her friends
Margene, Ray, and Gloria to West Lawn. Holly is married to husband, Stephen. One of her hobbies is Diamond
Painting. Don’t know what it is? Ask her about it! She is also a member of Order of the Eastern Star. Welcome
Holly!

Jacqueline Lawler

Jackie, as Jacqueline prefers to be known, was initially drawn to WLUMC by the beauty of the church, but she is
choosing to stay because of the “awesome” people here! She has an adult daughter named Brittany. In her free time
Jackie likes to spend her time reading, traveling, working out and helping others. Welcome Jackie!

Raidily Lopez-Castillo

Coming to WLUMC for Raidily was sparked by being the godmother at a baptism. She is originally from the
Dominican Republic. She lives with her mother Elena, and two children Lunna a teenage girl and Jaziel her 9 year
old son. They enjoy reading and traveling together. Welcome Raidily!

Gloria Schott

Gloria’s friend Margene started attending WLUMC and spoke with her about how she liked it. Gloria decided she
would check it out for herself and came along the next week. Like her friend, she found she liked it immensely.
Gloria is kept busy with her family; two adult children Tracy and Rick, three grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild.
She also enjoys crochet, baking and walking. Welcome Gloria!

Baptisms

Raidily A. Lopez-Castillo
Baptized 5/14/2023
Adult

Nelly L. Eisenhower
Baptized 5/14/2023
Adult

If you are interested in scheduling
a baptism or joining the church,
Noah Steven Lefkowith Jg[ea_ge contact the church ofﬁce at Elaina Mae Miller

Baptized 5/14/2023 ffic Gownianc. AR Baptized 5/14/2023
Parents: Jared & Heather e g /e Parents: Jarrod & Katelyn
Lefkowith 5611 or one of the pastors. Miller
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OUR PASTORS:

Tom Ebersole
Chris Hardy
Terry Cooney

Lisa Hoopes
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Sunday Worship
8:00 am Traditional Worship

9:30 am Praise Worship
11:00 am Traditional Worship

15 Woodside Ave.
West Lawn, PA 19609

Phone: 610-678-5611
Fax: 610-927-1225
office@westlawnumc.org
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Jeffrey Baird
Bryan Gusley
John Kieffer
David Martinez
Lisa Schell
Scott Weber

JUNE 2

Brent Behrenshausen
Kale Millisock
Delbert Smart

David Smith

JUNE 3
Shelley Bonk
Christine Frear
Chad Grider
Gloria Johnson
David Peppers
Shelby Turner

JUNE 4

Victoria Jamison
Jennifer Little
Nancee Soisson
Marilyn Wagner

JUNE 5

Adam Carscadden
Amy Cruley
Jeremy Karacz
Lynn Puc

Wendy Wisniewski

JUNE 6

Jennifer Denny
Bradley Foster
Kathryn Hill

Greg Little

Terry Marks

Matthew O'Connor
Jonathan Spohn
Matthew Wiederspahn

JUNE 7

Jody Anderson
Brenda Bucher
Lindsay Rada

Jason Schermerhorn
Miranda Soisson

JUNE 8
Rosalind Ebert

Paul Eisenhuth
Kevin Kemp
Amy Shuman
Matthew Weiler

JUNE 9
Gabrielle Allen
Michael Bunting
Kevin Dennis
Kerry Fisher
Kyle Godwin
Lorraine Jagielski
Andrew Karaffa
Megan Keenan
Eileen Loos
George Rath
Mark Reese
Patricia Ross
Susan Snyder
Don Swartz

JUNE 10
Debbie Irwin
Patricia Keenan
Zachary Metz
R. Quillman

JUNE 11

Peter Donovan
Emma Goetz
Benjamin Goetz
Carol Piller
Kimberly Zalmanek

JUNE 12

Tyler Johnson
Mackenzie Melos
Diane Pepple

JUNE 13
Jennifer Botwin
Madison Koehler

JUNE 14

Lia Drayer
Elisabeth Jacobs
Sarah Loeper
James Mensch
Amy Williams

JUNE 15

John McBride
Alicia Roeder
Daniel Shuman

Sean Wyandt

JUNE 16

Chelsea Boudreau
Wendy Fisher

Lori Franckowiak
Daven Lindsay
Kristine Ricketts
Jeffrey Snyder
Sandee Tucker
Allen Westbrook
Jill Yoder

JUNE 17

Ethan Bittner
Matt Farr
Sandra Haines
Emily Kelly
Vilyano Martinez

JUNE 18

Serai Fessenden
Tiffany Grace
John Lena
Donald McCarthy
Jason Niggel
Linda Walmer
Jess Warner

JUNE 19

Nicole Bleiler
Patricia Chubb
Erik Geiger

Brian Mays

Carl Sipe

Brian Yazemboski
Charlotte Zabinski

JUNE 20
Deborah Clabaugh
Kyle Dierolf

Lisa Geist
Jordan Haas
Derek Harris
Terrie Jenkins
Ryan Koch

April Long

Diane Moyer
James Woodring

JUNE 21
Donna Hart
Donald Ide
Joanne Novack

Ashlyn Rapley

JUNE 22
Tammy Smith
Myles Tytler
Allison Wade
Josie Whitney

JUNE 23

Sue Allan

Gerald Cook
Sally Ellis
William Greer
Irvin Morey
Joseph Ortenzi
Scott Romich
Karen Spohn
Roxanne Weaver

JUNE 24

Jessica Bunting
Nina Conner
Mary Dodge
Donald Holtzinger
Landen Jamison
Theresa Lee
Nancy Martin
Vicki Melcher
Suzanne Myers

JUNE 25

Lois Bahner*
Lewis Davis
Jeanne Jamison
Laurie McCloskey
Ashleigh McLean
Michael Moore
David O'Donnell
Katie Wanner
Matthew Waters

JUNE 26

Kaylee Hauck
Donald Laumeister
Rachel Szoke
Jennifer Zaplitny

JUNE 27

lan Hettinger
Watson Maack
Scott Schwenk

JUNE 28
Walter Strohmayr

BBELF{_EEHJ@H@&V@@@@@

JUNE 29

Joanne Kuhn

Heather MacKnight
Meghann McGuire
Gabriela Rothenberger
Stephanie Stamm
Gale Terek

Susan Thomas

Mya Wascavage
Donna Weber

JUNE 30

Susan Broome
Emily Brossman
Dawn Heffner
Edward Hong
John Jones
Andrew Koehler
Beth Maurer
Cassidy Rothenberger
James Schweitzer
lan West
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Remember

Our Homebound Members

*Lois Bahner
Phoebe Berks, Apt 112
1 Reading Dr
Wernersville, PA 19565

If we have
inadvertently forgotten
your birthday, please

contact the office.




