West Lawn United Methodist Church

July 2020
IN THIS ISSUE:
Welcome Back! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Pastor’s Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Faith, Fitness & Fun Walk . . . . . . . . . .3
Staying Connected . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Website Update. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Reminder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Father’s Day Pictures . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Monthly Newsletter

Welcome Back to Church!
As Berks County moves into the Green Phase in our COVID-19 precautions, we are busy preparing to once again invite you back to our church
campus for worship, discipleship, and outreaching ministries. As of now,

we are focusing on Sunday, July 5th to return to in-church worship!
Please keep in mind this date could change based on a renewed outbreak
or Berks County moving out of the green phase.
A letter has been sent out to the congregation detailing what to expect as
we return to church. Highlights of that letter include:

This & That . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

 Please bring and wear a mask in all of our buildings, and use hand

Summer Celebration Pictures . . . . . . . 7

 Plan to enter the sanctuary using the center aisle and exit using the

“A Sign of the Times” . . . . . . .. . . . . . .7
Lunch for New Journey. . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Organ Recital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Youth Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Thank You . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Our Newest Members . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
In Loving Memory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

sanitizer provided.
side aisles.

 Seating will be at about 45% capacity and will be indicated by

pews being taped off.

 Offering plates will be available in the front of the sanctuary, but

we strongly encourage online giving.

 If you are ill, or know that you have been exposed to someone

who has tested positive, please stay home for now.
Please see the above-mentioned letter for additional details and specific
information. These standards are in place to protect us all and provide for
maximum safety with an abundance of caution.
While we are trying to prepare our campus in as safe a manner as possible,
please understand that there is a risk whenever we gather in large groups.
We are excited about starting in-person services, but we will be continuing
to provide opportunities to connect virtually for those people who are not
yet comfortable coming in person.
May God be with you till we meet again!

WE ARE ...
Inviting

All people to a place where they can discover God’s unconditional love and saving grace for themselves;

Embracing

All God’s children so that we may each grow in an understanding of God and God’s plan for us; and

Empowering

People to serve God with the gifts God has given them, in the place God sends us, and in the time of God’s choosing.
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Why the Local Church Matters!
“16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that
person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.”
I Corinthians 3:16-17 (NIV)
While Paul, later in his letter to the Corinthians, will speak specifically about our
human bodies as the temple of God, earlier in his letter we find him speaking
about us, together, as God’s holy people (see above). JD Walt writes, for Seedbed
Daily Text (one of my devotional readings), “Being an individualistic society, we
see the personal pronoun ‘you’ as meaning ‘me’ when most of the time in Scripture the ‘you’ should be interpreted as ‘us.’ This does not diminish the individual in the least. If anything, it creates a
context of loving accountability for the individual to actually become a real Christian and not just an outwardly religious one.”
John Wesley once famously said something to the effect of, “There is no holiness apart from social holiness.” This
gets routinely misinterpreted as having something to do with social justice. While Wesley was all for social justice (as I
hope you and I are, as well!), this is not what he meant when he said this. His point is that it is impossible to become
holy alone. Becoming holy only happens in a community of people actively participating in the Holy Spirit’s sanctifying work among them. While a person can only be justified before God alone, as an individual, people can only be
sanctified, or made holy, together – in the midst of a community. God’s people together are the temple of God.
God’s Spirit tabernacles in the midst of God’s people; not apart from the world, but right in the midst of the world.
When Paul says, “Don’t you know,” (and he says it no less than ten times in this letter) he’s in effect saying, “Wake up
people! You are God’s alternative offer in the midst of this lost and broken world. The Holy Spirit dwells in your
midst! You are the Church in this city (community)! You are the last and best hope for the people around you that do
not yet know God, as made available through Jesus Christ. Humble yourselves, then, so that God may use you (us!)
together, to bring Gospel Light to our communities and to the world!”
Friends, We Are the Church… the body of Christ in our communities, Berks County, and the world. We’re not the
only body of Christ, but we are a part of the Body of Christ in West Lawn, and Berks County, and beyond. God is
desiring to use us to share the Good News with all, and to be the embodiment of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives.
We are to love one another. We are to resist evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.
We are to love one another. We are to love our neighbors.
Throughout these past 14 weeks of quarantine and in the midst of this pandemic we have had opportunities to be the
Body of Christ for those around us. As Christ’s representatives in the world, ours is not to cry out, “What about me!”
or “I have my rights!” We gave us those “rights” when we gave our lives to Jesus and agreed to take up our cross and
follow Jesus. Ours is to stand with God, and with one another, as the Body of Christ, that holy temple.
I invite you to remember and embrace that you and I, together, are the temple of God, the Body of Christ. Together,
we can change the world, and bring the light of Christ to shine upon evil, injustice and oppression. Together we can
overcome the principalities and powers of this world. Together, we can introduce others to the saving grace of Jesus.
Together, we can bring God the victory. It all happens when we stand together.
Grace to you, and peace, as we live for and serve God together,

Pastor Jeff

Crossroads
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Stay Connected to your Church Family from your Home!
FIND ON OUR WEBSITE: www.westlawnumc.org

Please note: Since our website will be upgraded on July 1st, some of these instructions may no longer be valid.
Please watch future bulletins and newsletters for updated instructions.
Replay Live Stream Worship Services by following these instructions:
1) On the colored bar at the top of the website that says “Join us Weekly for our Services & Live Streaming”
CLICK HERE.
2) A box will open with two tabs above it. Click on the ARCHIVES tab. Give it a few moments to load then
scroll down to select the service you wish to view. It will open in small view. Double click to expand to full
screen.
Listen to Sermons by clicking on the LISTEN TO SERMONS tab under the Live Stream bar. Scroll and click to select the sermon (audio only).
View Bulletins by clicking on the WORSHIP tab and selecting BULLETINS and then click on the date you would like
to view.
Submit a Prayer Request by following these instructions:
1) Click on the WORSHIP tab
2) Scroll down to PRAYER REQUEST and hover the cursor and another box will appear to the side that says
Public or Private Request.
3) Select your choice and a box will open to fill out your request. (Public Prayer Requests will be added to our
Prayer Page and shared with our church family. Private Prayer Requests are sent directly to the Pastoral staff.)
Watch Daily Devotionals from our Pastors by clicking on the pop-up box on the website Home page and then clicking on the link.

Weekly Children’s Sunday School lessons based on the Sunday Livestream children's message. Go to https://
www.westlawnumc.org/sunday-school.
OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT:
Subscribe to our YouTube channel to see our daily devotional and worship services.https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCjk6YiptFESz_e26U1EA4jw
Sunday School Zoom Video Conferencing on Sunday and Wednesday nights. There will be a review of the lesson, a
craft, game and to simply chat with the kids! Parents receive an invitation link to these Zoom calls via their email.
Children’s Ministry Facebook Page anytime for additional activities.
Pastor Chris’ blog at: www.pastorchrishardy.com

Ice Cream

Keep an eye
out for when
the WLUMC
Ice Cream Bus
comes to your
neighborhood!
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Website Update
WEST LAWN
UMC
WLUMC
WLUMC

Starting July 1st, our website will have a fresh look!
We invite you to check it
out! Our web address remains
the
same
www. wes tla wnu mc. or g.
Coming later in the summer, our very own WLUMC
app! More information to
follow!

Remember...
Please let the office or pastors know if
you or a loved one is hospitalized or
placed in rehab.
In this time of social distancing and visit
restrictions at our care facilities, our pastors would love to connect with you via
phone or virtual methods to pray with
you and offer support.

Father’s Day Drive-Thru Event June 20 & 21st
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A Great Summer Celebration Drive-Thru!
Our Summer Celebration Drive-Thru event was a success for all 147 children that attended! Moms, dads, grandparents
and friends drove children onto our parking lot, where they were met by friendly faces and engaging stations. Along the
way, the children filled their Summer Bible Bucket with special faith-focused goodies, including Firefly Thanksgiving
Jars, Bubble Prayer Wands, Nighttime Bible Reading Flashlights, and more. One lucky 8-year-old girl won the raffle
drawing prize – a family sized hammock and stand!

“A Sign of the Times”

a pastoral letter from Bishop Peggy Johnson

I don’t often take to the streets and participate in peaceful protest marches. However, recently I joined with faithful
people in a number of communities to physically show support for the “Black Lives Matter” movement. In recent
weeks this has captured the imagination of the entire world and is a powerful and Spirit-filled moment like none other.
As your episcopal leader, I wish to begin by echoing the important words of the Council of Bishops recent letter. I confess to the sin of racism and White privilege in my life and vow
to renew my baptismal covenant to “resist evil, injustice and
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.”
I also wish to challenge more of the people called Methodist in
the Eastern PA and Peninsula-Delaware annual conferences,
the very cradle of Methodism, to take some action.
Visit https://www.epaumc.org/blogs/bishops-blog/2020/06/the-signsof-the-times/ for Bishop Johnson’s complete letter.
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WLUMC’s
Youth preparing
lunches for New
Journey Soup Kitchen.
Join us for a Patriotic Organ Recital from
home for the 4th of July!
Thursday, July 2 at 7:00 pm via Zoom
Offered to the Glory of God by
Dr. Steven P. Katzenmoyer
Hosted by St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church
Visit https://mailchi.mp/d6644f333c8c/keeping-you-up-to-dateon-the-latest-at-st-johns-elc-2861998?e=b0fd69225c

for more information.

Crossroads
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What a time to step in and lead the Youth! Hello, I’m Trisha
Rabold, the new Youth Pastor. My husband Derek and I have
SUMMER MISSIONS been attending West Lawn since Christmas of 2011 and felt an
HIGHLIGHT
almost immediate draw to the people and programs of West Lawn
UMC. I grew up in a Methodist church in West Chester, and
Mission @Home Week = through a friend, was told to give West Lawn a try. We are so
glad we found WLUMC. Since 2012 I’ve found myself involved
7/19– 7/24th
in teaching the Confirmation Class, leading an Adult Small
This year the Youth Group Group, sewing for our Baptism Bundles, leading Elementary Sciwill be unable to travel to ence @ VBS and on the Faithful Friends Consignment Sale ComNew Castle, PA for our
mittee. After Isaac announced his leaving, I sought God’s guidannual summer Missions ance on stepping into full-time ministry here at West Lawn UMC.
Trip. Instead, the organi- Although COVID wasn’t a part of my prayers in late February
zation is helping groups
and early March, God’s work at WLUMC has been evident!
to run their own @Home
The students and I have spent June starting our summer seMissions Week.
ries, Forward Together. The students have endured not only a
We will be tackling some
pandemic, losing their schooling and social lives, but also a leadprojects here in Berks
er who loved and cared for them. It is my prayer that through this
County for the 5 work
unprecedented time, we can cast a vision for the Youth Ministry
days, and coming together based on what is important to God and to them. The pandemic
for an evening program
has given our world a unique opportunity to stop, and move foreach night. We hope to
ward together purposefully into our future. And I can’t wait to
help some private homestart this journey with all of them.
owners and some local
Non-Profits.
If you’re a mission mindSunday Night Youth Group Dates & Info
ed adult and interested in
helping us with a few days
7/12—First “In Person” Youth Group,
or a whole weeks worth of
6th-12th gr, 6:30-8pm
outdoor projects, contact
7/15 Water Wars Game Night 6-8PM
Trisha.

For more info
please contact
Youth Director
Trisha Rabold
610.678.5611 (O)
484.432.7808 (C)
trisha@westlawnumc.org

7/19-24th @Home Missions Week
M-F Daily 8:30am-2:30pm, Sun-Th Evenings 6:30-8pm
7/26 -NO YOUTH GROUP
8/2 Youth Group 6:30-8pm
8/5 Beach Day Trip (Tentative)
8/9– Youth Group 6:30-8pm
8/23– Last Summer Youth Group 6:30-8pm
Firehouse Youth Ministry will take a break at the end of
the summer and start up again after Labor Day.
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To all of the pastors and staff at
WLUMC,
You are a blessing! I declare this
Official Appreciation Day!
We make it through together as you
hold me and I hold you.
With loving support,
Suzanne Wool

Dear West Lawn Congregation, Thank you so much
for the beautiful flower arrangement. Our family
certainly appreciated your thoughtfulness. Our
memories of West Lawn mean so much to us and you
will always be considered one of our church families.
Sincerely, Jim Woodring & family
To the West Lawn UMC Family: Thank you for the
cards and email messages that were sent to my
family during the recent death of my wife, Beverly
Jean. I really appreciated it and felt supported
during this difficult time. I miss you all and think of
you a lot. Thank you, Jim Woodring

Dear Friends, We extend a heartfelt thank you for all the meals for our residents. The
kids said the Shepherd’s Pie was amazing!
In a year where we should be celebrating our 25th Anniversary, we find ourselves in a
world fraught with uncertainty, anxiety, and the fear of not knowing what to expect each
day. In these uncertain times, the one thing our young families and youth can count on, is
our commitment to continue the programs and services so desperately needed in our community. Sheltering the homeless, feeding the hungry, and comforting the anxious are the
cornerstones of our organization.
Your kindness, faith and love helped us grow as an organization through the years. Working together we will weather this storm and come out stronger on the other side, because
we are forging bonds tempered by our desire to never give up.
Connect with us on Facebook and our website to see the impact your generosity has on
our organization and those we serve. YES, we are here, open and operating every day;
providing love, support, and comfort to all those in need. Together we can continue
changing lives.
Sincerely, Christine Folk, RN, Exec. Director, Mary’s Shelter

Thank you to all the servants of the telephone prayer chain who faithfully pray for the concerns of our congregation daily. And a special thank you to Jean Wetzel, an original member
since 1984. You are a shining example of living a life pleasing to God.—Pastor Lisa
I would like to thank the
church for its support for the
Griefshare program, and for
the group leaders that are so
sympathetic and understanding to those of us who are experiencing such pain with the
loss of our loved ones.
—Jim Schweitzer

Dear Pastor Raffauf, I want to thank
you and your entire staff for bringing your worship services and daily
devotions into our homes. At this
time, we all need to have the “good
news” of God’s love. I hope you will
continue to provide these ministries
in the future. Peace and prayers,
Mary Drehs [resident at the Highlands]

Thank you for
the surprise
ice cream treat
last week! I
miss you all!
Stay safe and
God Bless you.
Marion Smith

CROSSROADS
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Linda Terrey-Knarr: Linda came to West Lawn UMC by way of our Griefshare program.
That expanded into other Bible studies, where her faith and friendships grew. She grew up in
the West Lawn area, attended Wilson High School, business school and eventually college. In
college she met her husband Skip Knarr and they have a son Ryan, now grown. She and her
husband formed a sporting goods business with some friends in the Robesonia area for many
years. She is now retired and enjoys tai chi, taking walks, reading and listening to music.

Judy Greenawalt: Judy came to West Lawn UMC after shopping around for a church. She

found West Lawn to be a warm and friendly place and was impressed with the many ways it
invites and embraces the community and all people. Judy grew up in Boiling Springs, Pa near
Carlisle and graduated as a Boiling Spring “Bubbler.” She went on to college at Southeastern
Academy in Kissimmee, FL earned a Travel degree, and currently works for World Travel as a
corporate travel consultant. Judy moved to the Reading area in 1993 with her husband, Barry,
and her twin poodles Hershey & Phoenix. In her leisure time she enjoys being outdoors, traveling, cooking and baking, interior decorating, and playing golf with her husband. Welcome Judy!

Alex & Alison Columbus: Alex, Alison (Ali), and Aubrey Columbus are very excited to
have joined the church. They live in Sinking Spring and have lived in the area for most of
their lives. They recently started their family with their daughter, Aubrey, who was born in
the beginning of the year, and they wanted to join a church with a powerful mission and a
passion for helping the community – which led them to WLUMC! Alex works in corrections and Ali works in learning and development. They love their two dogs, Romeo and
Juliet, enjoy travelling, and are thrilled for all of the adventures being new parents will
bring. They are looking forward to becoming involved and getting to know everyone!

Todd & Amy Zechman: They were married by Pastor Jeff at WLUMC on May 22,
2020. Congratulations! They live in West Reading and we welcome them to the church!

Janet Maniar

Sept. 18, 1935—May 27, 2020

Cynthia Geske

January 17, 1955—
June 1, 2020

Arlene Burns

1937—June 9, 2020

Donald Millisock
August 28, 1947—
June 10, 2020

David T. Steinmetz

May 3, 1938—June 4, 2020

William Haines

August 10, 1955—
June 17, 2020

15 Woodside Avenue
West Lawn, PA 19609
www.westlawnumc.org
Phone: 610-678-5611
***************
OUR PASTORS:
Jeff Raffauf
Chris Hardy
Terry Cooney
Lisa Hoopes
Sunday Worship
8:00 am Traditional Worship
9:30 am Praise Worship
11:00 am Celebration Worship
11:10 am Community Worship
Online Children’s Groups
Sundays
9:00 AM Kids Group (age 2-12)
Wednesdays
7:00 pm Kids Group (age 3-6)
7:30 pm Kids Group (gr. 2-5)

JULY 1

Janelle DePalma
Heather Fountain
Cindy Hearter
Cathy Ramer
Jason Sailer
Amanda Schaeffer
Aiden Vogt
Malorie Waters
Erwin Wolf
Justin Yetter
Jack Zuidema

JULY 2

Ava Geissler
Chad Henne
Ashley Lutz
Breanna Puc
Riley Shaak
Gerald Slemmer
Nathanial Wanner

JULY 3

Kaitlyn
Behrenshausen
Tamara Cannon
Linda Davis
Elizabeth Dierolf
Creeana Fisher
Sharon Palmertree
Rebecca Zeiner

JULY 4

Helen Clark
Courtney High
Colby Melnyk
Charles Miller
Linda Vicari

JULY 5

Kenneth Bunting
Tracy Hamer
Roy Harrington
Lori Hedrick
Brady Hoofnagle
James Melcher
Grace Miller
Susan Perfetto
Pierce Rabold

JULY 6

Brenda Austin
Seth Geiger
George McCloskey
Elizabeth McGuire
Casey Skokowski

JULY 7

Kourtney Bodden
Brady Herb
Robert Janiszewski
Kywane Lindsay Jr.
Quinn O'Donnell
Cynthia Rutt

Marcia Seifert
Arlene Vandersall
Harold Weber

JULY 8

Suzanne Eshbach
Violet Houck
Joyce Luff
Timothy McLean
Alexandra Ricketts
Bradley Rittle
Xavier Rivera

JULY 9

Griffin Cloud
Kristina Dibilio
Maynard Keilman
Ronald Livezey
Shannon Strohmayr

JULY 10

Emma Crissman
Kyle Gerner
Karen Matz
Benjamin Mochan
Evelyn Rabold
George Vogel
Annika Wilson
Eric Yazemboski

JULY 11

Nancy Conrad
Keegan Orzechowski
Ryan Schartel
Franklin Schneegold
Robin Wagner
Megan Weber
Kyle Williams
Barbara Williamson
Judith Wollenhaupt

JULY 12

Melanie Bechtel
Michael Dierolf
Aidan Gall
Jared Hoffmaster
Shelby Kramer
Drew Moyer

JULY 13

Angela Allan
Kristin Hain
John Little
Mason Moya

JULY 14

Berkleigh Balla
Deborah Davis
Brooklyn Furillo
Tommy Heim
Lori Madara
John McElhattan
Gary Noecker
David Ramsey

Kylie Snyder
Jeffrey Young

JULY 15

Martha Canouse
Donald Faughner
Holly Garber
Jillian Hagerman
Calvin Henninger
Trevor Hills
Lawrence Lee
Lisa Taylor
Bruce Troxelle
Nicole Weed
Doris Zeller

JULY 16

Charles Barnhart
Brad Gass
Dennis McCarty
Kimberly Rauenzahn
Wyatt Schermerhorn

JULY 17

Lynwood Barnett
Barbara Becker
Marcia Binder
Melissa Giroud
Judy Greenawalt
Travis Quillman
Noah Rodriguez
Madison Taylor
Mark Yazemboski

JULY 18

Kathleen Ballick
Bernie Behrenshausen
Gloria Behrenshausen
Noah Bressler
Nicholas Gilbert
Kimberly Hershman *
Barry Koehler *
Abbigael Long
Xavier Maldonado
Matthew Rhodes
Julianna Slifer

JULY 19

Tammy Adam
William Barrick
Deborah Ferrara
Lynn Greer
Kristin Hall
Sunny McGinnis
Jerry Pawlikowski
Brenda Smith
Diane Wertz
Scott Wicks

JULY 20

Jason Correll
Heather Geist
John Grebe
Roxy Hain *

Corey Hertzog
John Kramer
Jerald Wilczynski

JULY 21

Delbert Berger
Chayton Donaldson
Lee High
Laura Hill
Elaine Koch
Joann McKechnie
Barbara Slegel
Joseph Soisson
Jane Vitalo
Amy Wall
Madalyn Wilczynski

JULY 22

Stephanie Althouse
Jeffrey Bryan
Harry Ramsey
Jenna Schneck
Linda Speece
Mark Warner

JULY 23

Sophie Chung
Emily Daniels
Adrea Hardy
Paige Hinkle
Harold Kahn
Janice Lubas
David Morris
Lauren Zuidema

JULY 24

Clayton Dixon
Andrew Fisher
Ryan Gallagher
Jim Griffith
John Guers
Shannon Magee
Teagan Marturano
Alexa O'Leary
Justin Raffauf
Amanda Stine
Pamela Van Winkle
Daniel Young
Lucinda Zell

JULY 26

Eva Adams
Frank Godwin
Amy Godwin
Sharon Knerr
Ryan Larkin
Aurora Morganti

JULY 27

Gavin Hardy
Ryan Hauck
Jacob Jentes
Michaiah Johnson
Marci Kline
Andrew Lacey
Harry Rothermel
Jean Wetzel *

JULY 28

Chris Baldwin
Scott Getrost
Libby High
Zachary Ricketts
Christine Stephens
Shara Sweitzer
Cashton Wanner

JULY 29

Denise Chasse
Andrea Haldeman
Cecilia Miller
Dolores Seitzinger
Connor Stemler

JULY 30

Laureen Griffith
Jonathan Marshall

JULY 31

William Branch
Tracy Daniels
Finley Gilbert
Zoey Godwin
Ben Hatt
Danielle Strausburger
Trevor Thenga

JULY 25

Karin Althouse
Clare Benz
Heather Brossman
Jacob Geist
Tracie Henne
Kinsley Hettinger
Elizabeth Pawling
Robert Rohal
Tierney Thompson
Amy Weist
Andrew Wert
Meghan Wise

*Barry Koehler

9 Reading Drive Apt 118
Wernersville, PA 19565

*Roxy Hain

1030 Fern Ave.
Reading, PA 19607

Kim Hershman

427 Springside Dr E
Shillington, PA 19607

*Jean Wetzel

222 S. Centre Ave.
Leesport, PA 19533

