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INTRODUCTION 

What does it look like to be faithful until Jesus comes again?  That’s what the letters of 1 and 2 Peter are all 

about.   

And today we’re going to look at just two verses that I think could be summed up this way: 

Don’t do bad stuff.  Do good stuff.  And do it smack dab in the middle of people who don’t know Jesus.    

Turn with me to 1 Peter 2:11-12: 

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against 

your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 

see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

Dear friends, I urge you as foreigners and exiles… to be holy.  You are not of this world, don’t act as if you are.  

To be holy means to be set apart.   

Be holy in two ways… 

1. Don’t Do Bad Stuff—abstain from sinful desires which wage war against your soul 

2. Do Good Stuff 

3. And do it smack dab in the middle of people who don’t know Jesus.   

 

Let’s look at it together… 

12 Live such good lives… 

 

 

…among the pagans… 

 

 

Jesus said the same thing in Matthew 5:13 and following: 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is 
no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light of 
the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 

 

…that, though they accuse you of doing wrong… 



…they may see your good deeds…  

 

…and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 

This phrase literally means that the pagans will see our good deeds and glorify God “on the day of visitation”.  

And the word “visitation” is “episkopes”.  Which taken with this phrase means someone in authority coming 

to do an inspection. 

The Bema Seat of Christ 

Paul describes this moment in 1 Corinthians 3 and 2 Corinthians 5 and Romans 14: 

 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10 For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due 
us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. –2 Corinthians 5:9-10 

12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their 

work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, 

and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder 

will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even 

though only as one escaping through the flames.—1 Corinthians 3:12-15 

For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written: 
      “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 
       ‘every knee will bow before me; 
           every tongue will acknowledge God.’”  

12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.—Romans 10:10b-12 

At the bema seat there will be an honest evaluation of my life.  Again, there will be no condemnation.  But 
there will be an honest evaluation of my life.  And specifically regarding my deeds—whether for good or evil.   

And one of the things that will be evaluated is how I demonstrated a holy life—don’t do bad stuff, do good 
stuff—smack dab in the middle of people who don’t know Jesus.   

 

Questions for Personal Reflection/Group Discussion 

1. Why is it so important that we live holy lives right smack dab in the middle of people who don’t know 
Jesus? 

2. What are the challenges of doing this?  What are the blessings to us and them? 
3. What people group are you seeking live in the midst of right now?   
4. If you are not currently doing so, who might you begin to pursue in relationship or at least proximity 

in order to obey 1 Peter 2:12?  (think through your “Jerusalem” and “Judea and Samaria”) 
5. Take time to pray that God would empower you by His Spirit to be a bold and faithful witness (Acts 

1:8).  


