
Forgiveness. It is both beautiful and exhausting. We all experience times when we need to 
forgive someone for something. It may even be a really big something. Because of our inherent 
sin, we are not capable by our own power to fully and unconditionally forgive someone who 
has greatly wronged us. It’s hard! But as the Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:32, believers 
are called to forgive. “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as 
in Christ God forgave you.” The good news is that our forgiveness (and the ability to forgive 
others) is one of the most fascinating blessings God has to offer us through the Holy Spirit, 
because we know we can’t fulfill this command without His power. As we know, most often it’s 
not a one-time event, but a constant process of choosing to hand it over to God whenever 
resentment, anger, hurt or grief try to gain another foothold. In these times, we have to lean 
into Him and trust. 
 
In our times of prayer, we can begin to move from sharing our hurts to becoming aware of 
areas where we need to receive God’s forgiveness for sin in our own lives. When we turn our 
focus to Jesus and away from ourselves, we become keenly aware of all that He bore for us on 
the cross and are then able to forgive even our enemies. Praise God for the freedom He offers 
us when we take hold of this gift of forgiveness. 
 
Today, take time to read these Scripture passages on God’s forgiveness for us and our 
forgiveness for others: 
 
Isaiah 53:1-12 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 
 
Mark 11:25 
 
Romans 8:1-4 
 
Ephesians 1:4-7 
 
Colossians 1:13-14  
 
Hebrews 10:16-23 
 
 
Pray: Heavenly Father, let your Word penetrate our hearts so that through the Holy Spirit, we 
will be able to forgive others (and ourselves) as Jesus does for us. Thank you for the blessing of 
forgiveness through salvation. Lead us to take hold of all you offer us through your faithful 
promises. 
 
Think: God loves us so much that He gave His only Son so that we could be forgiven and 
brought near to Him! Are there any areas in our lives that we need to fully hand over to him for 
healing so that we can be forgiven, we can forgive others, and we can be set free? 


