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For this I’m thankful…

Counting your blessings is always good practice. But especially this time of
year, it is worth the time to put some on paper and share them. Here are some
things for which I am thankful this year.

- Health… this year more than ever
- Family
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- A church who is faithful in the midst of a pandemic

- The opportunity to serve in missions at home and around the world
- Young people being confirmed into the faith this month
- The Varisty
- Friends who make me laugh…
- Time to read my bible and pray…
- Chick Fil A

- Time to jog
- The opportunity to work with an incredible church staff
- A Savior who showed his love for me on the cross
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- Church members who see with Kingdom eyes

OUR MISSION is “Inviting our community to join us as we
gather together, grow in Jesus Christ and go serve.”

Those are just a few of the blessings for
which I’m thankful. Some are on the list
every year, some are unique this year. I
know you have your own list. Make sure,
as we approach Thanksgiving, you take
time to thank God.
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If it’s Sunday, you want to be at Due West,

NOVEMBER 2020

Online Giving
We thank you for you generosity during this time.
You can give online using your smartphone, tablet or computer.
Simply download the Vanco Give app onto your device and select our church!
Or visit our website and select “Give Online” to begin giving through our system.
Contact Bree Collins at breecollins@duewest.org

02 MISSIONS

Hey Missionaries! Isn’t great to be at Due West UMC and to be the Hands of God! Spread
the word regarding all of the great ways we are serving our local community and beyond!
Invite them to join us! A mission project can be a great “soft invite”!
Weekend Backpack Program
Our Weekend Backpack program is going great. Thanks to your ongoing donations of snack
items and individual mac/cheese type items we have been able to not only serve the schools
we traditionally serve but have picked up an apartment complex off Sandtown Rd. where we
serve 65 kids. Drop off bins are located out front of the Family Life Center.
Missionaries Among us!

There are multiple individuals and groups that can be found working around campus,
doing anything from masonry repair to landscaping. Words cannot express the churches
appreciation for your dedicated and quiet service. True missionaries!
Teach Love Missions:
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Another huge thanks to the United Methodist Men. They gathered for several days a couple
weeks ago and painted the exterior of the South Campus Sunday School wing. This saved
the church several hundred dollars! Thanks guys!

Our Teach Love Mission team has delivered their first “Care Basket” and a box of school
supplies to Due West Elementary. This team will be delivering baskets to other local schools
each month. If you’d like to get involved in this ministry please contact Amber Wilson or
Kerri Casteel. There are a lot of ways we can show our support to our local teachers!
Deep and Wide

Yes! A Mission Trip!
Fall Mission Trip! Yes you read that right! We are going down to Brunswick, Ga to spend a
couple days serving and worshiping with the special needs residents at the Morning Star
Family and Children Center. We will be serving on the Youth Estate Campus/Residential Care
Facility. The kids are 12-18 years of age and most have an IQ of 40-80. Activities will include
games, music, worship opportunities, and light service work ie: landscaping and painting.
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If you remember, one of our mission goals over the past few months has been to not only
continue to serve our existing partners but to also create new partnerships. I’m proud to
report that we are continuing to meet this goal. Over the next few weeks we are partnering
with the Center for Family Resources and the Osborne High School Future Business Leaders
of America (FBLA) chapter on their fall food drives. All food goes to MUST Ministries.
Please drop off canned goods in the collection bins in front of the Family Life Center.

03

Breakfast with Santa

Breakfast with Santa, hosted by Children’s Ministry and Young Families of Due West, will
be Saturday, December 5th. Tickets will be $8 for adults, $4 for children. $1 from every
ticket sold will be donated to Murphy-Harpst Children’s Home. Online ticket sales only beginning Friday, November 6th. Look for the ticket link and more information on the Due
West United Methodist Church Website in the coming weeks.

Women’s Christmas Brunch
Saturday, December 12th from 10:30AM - 12:30PM
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Mark your calendars for this Christmas tradition
here at Due West. We have a great speaker lined
up, Author Sally Kilpatrick, 2018 and 2019 GA
Author of the Year, Maggie Award of Excellence,
Booksellers Best, and 2016 Nancy Knight Award
for Mentorship. This year’s menu is being prepared
by The Brix catering company. Email KCasteel@
duewest.org if you are interested in hosting a table.
Tickets go on sale November 2nd ($25.00) on the
Women’s Facebook page!

A Special Christmas for Murphy Harpst
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Help make this a special Christmas for a child at Murphy Harpst Children’s Center
(MHCC), a nonprofit residential treatment center that provides a safe haven for some of
Georgia’s most abused children. Most of the children (age 10 and older) actually live on
the Murphy Harpst campus. Younger children live in foster homes and receive services
from MHCC.
For many years, the children have submitted Christmas wish lists and members of
Due West UMC have purchased gifts for these children using our “Reach for the Stars”
mission project. Because of Covid-19 concerns, this year Murphy Harpst has asked that
all purchases be made online and shipped directly to them. Beginning November 1, you
can choose items for a child by going to an Amazon wish list that has been set up just
for our church. This is the link to the wish list - https://a.co/8vrUDuz. All gifts need to be
ordered no later than December 1 and should have an estimated delivery date of no later
than December 9.
If you wish to participate but do not have an Amazon account, you can purchase an
Amazon gift card (available at most grocery and drug stores) and leave it with Denise in
the church office.

Do Good! November 2020 Calendar
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Compiled by the Georgia United Methodist Foundation and DWUMC Stewardship Committee

Concecration Sunday
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Fellow Believers:
When each of us first joined a United Methodist Church, we were asked a question:
“Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church and uphold it by your prayers, your
presence, your gifts and your service?” It is the question each new member was asked.
Today we ask it this way: “Will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church
and uphold it by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your witness?” If
you are a member at Due West, you have answered “Yes”! You made this promise not to a
pastor or other church members, but to God. But that’s not all. Every time someone new
joins, they are asked that question, and we say to them, “With you we renew our vows to
uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.” So every
time someone joins, we all renew our vows.
It is good to be reminded of this from time to time. Offering these reminders is one
of the responsibilities of our church stewardship committee. Consecration Sunday is one
of the times we offer those reminders.
As we have done in other years, we will each have a chance to express our
commitments to Christ through Due West. This year, we are offering many new ways to do
this!
1. Traditional pledge card (can be mailed or placed in offering at worship November 15)
2. Contactless QR codes available at worship November 15
3. A form on our website, duewest.org/give.
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One of the commitments we make is an estimate of giving. It is just that, an estimate.
We know, especially these days, circumstances change. As always, your estimate as an
individual will not be shared. Our contributions specialist will receive them and total them.
Our Finance Committee then uses them to help make financial plans. Just as you look at
income when setting your household budget, the church carries out a similar process. Your
faithfulness in sharing your estimate helps your church make financially sound plans.
As a reminder, your giving allows us to be the church God has called us to be. All of
the missions, all of the ministries are possible because of your generosity. Every worship
service, every children’s Sunday school class, every youth gathering, and every opportunity
for fellowship is funded by your faithfulness. We want to always say “Thank you”. But we
are especially grateful for your support of Due West in 2020! God has been so good to us.
As we all step out in faith together there will be much to be thankful for in 2021 Please
take a moment now to make your commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ.
Dr. David Campbell					Bill Coffeen
Senior Pastor						Stewardship Chair

Congregational Care
Due West United Methodist Church has a program which equips the congregation to care
for each other. Being a caring congregation is more than any one person can do, even the
pastors. We are looking for people who would like to walk alongside the pastoral staff, to
provide congregational care.
Our Areas of Ministry
Volunteers will receive training to assist in this vital ministry. We will be addressing four
key areas of congregational care: prayer ministry, support ministry, hospital visitation, and
grief and death ministry.
Our Model is Jesus
Our congregational care will be modeled after the ministry of Jesus, who offered
compassion, understanding, healing, and wholeness as a way of offering God’s redemptive
gift of grace.

Our training
The Church of the Resurrection (COR), in Leawood, Kansas, took Jesus’ model, and
developed a training program to equip the laity to participate in this vital ministry. Our
training covers topics such as Organizational Development, Theology of Care, Boundaries
and Ethical Practices, Listening, Older Adult Ministry, Hospital Visits, Death and Prayer.
In each richly illustrated session, readers will find inspiration, Bible-connection, skill
building, practical tips, and resources, including: information about anointing, helpful
scriptures, application forms, suggested requirements and application for team member, a
volunteer leader covenant, safety and self-care contract, and a counseling guide.
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Luke 4:18-21: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, he has anointed me to bring Good
News to the poor, He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to
preach the acceptable year of the Lord. …Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Our Congregational Care Ministers
Congregational Care Ministers are lay volunteers specifically trained to work alongside
pastors and staff to minister to and care for our congregation. Once an applicant is accepted
to the team the CCMs will make hospital visits, call people in need of contact, meet oneon-one with those in need of a listening ear for prayer and encouragement, offer support
to grieving families, proactively seek to encourage and care for persons in need and much
more. CCMs are assigned to work with the pastor in charge of congregational care. While
there is a wide variety of duties a CCM can do, most serve in areas where they feel most
gifted. If you feel God calling you to serve in this way please call or email Rev. Bill Floyd at
bfloyd@duewest.org
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Our Invitation
Would you like to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and serve members of our congregation
who are in need? Consider applying to be a Congregational Care Minister (CCM).
With a congregation of our size, we are seeking volunteers willing to be trained to serve
with our pastors and staff in Congregational Care in making hospital visits, following up on
prayer requests, providing one-on-one support for those going through a difficult issue, and
much more.
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Children

Children’s programming is available on Sunday mornings! Join us during the 10:00 service
downstairs in Building A for Nursery & Sunday school. We will spend the month of November
discussing Thankfulness. Please note that we will not have a separate Children’s Church option.
All 3rd-5th graders are welcomed to stay from 10:45 - 12:30 for dwCrew. For the month of
November, we will be meeting on the 8th & 15th. This will be a specialized time of fun, learning,
and service.
Mark your calendars for some fun, exciting events happening this month!
November 11 - Due West Friendsgiving @ 5:30 in South Campus Parking Lot. (dwKids & Ignite)
November 29 - Family Advent Celebration immediately following the 10:00 service.
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Due West Preschool
The preschool has now been reopened for 3 months. We are so grateful for all of the support we have
received from the church staff and our preschool families. I am so thankful for the 31 teachers on staff
who come in each week and teach our precious children about God’s love for them.
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This month we are having a “Thankful for the Preschool” fundraiser to help us raise money for
scholarships and improvements to the preschool. Karen Coffeen was going to have a 25 year reunion in
May, and then Covid hit. Her vision was to have families who have been impacted by the preschool, by
either having children or grandchildren here, working here, or just cherishing Due West’s Preschool, donate
$25 or more to the preschool. Since her vision, we have had a donor state that they would match the first
$1000 donated. In addition, they will donate another $1000 if the money is donated within 30 days. So,
starting Nov. 9 - Dec. 11 we would love participation in this fundraiser. We are helping 9 children come to
our preschool this year through scholarships and would love to be able to help more children next year. In
addition, our 25 year old preschool needs some updating and we are hoping you can help. My son came
here 13 years ago and I will be the first to donate. This preschool was wonderful for him and continues to
be a blessing for me.
You can drop a check or cash off to Admin 2 in an envelope marked “Thankful for the Preschool” or we
have a free PayPal donation link paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/3696447 .
All donations are tax deductible. Thank you for your support all these years.
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Our Staff
Dr. David Campbell
Senior Pastor
dcampbell@duewest.org (ext.227)
Rev. Lathem Postell
Associate Pastor
lpostell@duewest.org (ext.228)
Rev. Bill Floyd
Pastor - Congregational Care
bfloyd@duewest.org (ext. 247)
Kerri Casteel
Director of Women’s Ministry
kcasteel@duewest.org
Christine Salazar
Director of Music Ministry
csalazar@duewest.org (ext. 225)
Michelle Davalos
Preschool Director
mdavalos@duewest.org (ext. 242)
Ashley Brown
Nursery Director
abrown@duewest.org (ext. 229)
Alicia Iles
Director of Children’s Ministry
ailes@duewest.org (ext.239)
Lora Parker-Gayler
Director of Youth Ministry
lora@duewest.org (ext. 241)
Amber Wilson
Young Families Ministry
awilson@duewest.org (ext. 238)
Mark Hellman
Operations/Missions/Recreation Ministry Director
mhellman@duewest.org (ext. 252)
Mandy Kirkpatrick
Music Associate/Director of Center for the Arts
mkirkpatrick@duewest.org (ext.224)
Austin McMillan
Director of Media Ministry
amcmillan@duewest.org (ext.251)
Denise Luders
Office Manager
dluders@duewest.org (ext.221)
Bree Collins
Business Administrator
breecollins@duewest.org (ext.233)
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Due West Counseling Center
Michelle McGlamery, LCSW
770-262-6950 / chelbymac@comcast.net
Beth Andersen, RN, BSN, NBC-HWC
404-680-6882 / andersenz2@comcast.net

Online Giving
You can give online using your smartphone, tablet or computer.
Simply download the Vanco Give app onto your device and select our church!
Or visit our website and select “Give Online” to begin giving through our system.
Contact Bree Collins at breecollins@duewest.org

