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WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES!
SEPTEMBER 2020

Be looking out every week for Wednesday night activities. From
Wedneday night worship to children and youth events, we are going to
have a variety of fun for your family to enjoy. Be sure to follow us on
Facebook and subscribe to our email list to keep up to date with what
these activites will be!
Our first Wedneday Night Activity will be September 2 in the South
Campus parking lot. Come on out to enjoy Worship and a Sermon! You
will also get to meet our new Associate Pastor, Rev. Lathem Postell.

INTRODUCTION
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Welcome Lathem Postell

As I reflect on this new season of my life and this new journey in my ministry, I cannot
help but to also reflect on this season of life for the entire world. It is never easy to
make a major transition, but that is especially true in the midst of a global pandemic.
Our introductions to each other will probably be different than what we might normally
expect. Without knowing what things will look like in the future, it is very possible that
we will meet for the first time in an online/zoom meeting. More than likely, the first
time we are able to see each other in person we will have to do so from six feet apart
and with the use of masks. This is not something that I have had to deal with before in
my lifetime, and I know the same is true for you as well. Let us offer one another grace
as we do our best to navigate these waters together, even though things may look a
little different for all of us right now. Through the good and bad, the peaks and valleys,
as followers of Christ we find firm foundation in a simple truth – God is with us. I love
Paul’s reminder of this truth to us in the book of Romans. In chapter eight of his letter
to the church in Rome, Paul provides us with words that I am sure you have heard
before:
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39
NRSV)
Though we find ourselves in uncertain times, we serve a certain Lord. It is easy in this
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Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! My name is Lathem Postell
and I am excited to be the new Associate Pastor at Due West. My wife, Kami, and
I are so thrilled to be a part of such a wonderful congregation and look forward to
meeting each of you. I have had the privilege of getting to know Rev. Ann Mann over
the past couple of months as we have worked together to make this pastoral transition
seamless and easy. I give thanks for the ministry she has been a part of here at Due
West and I know that she will be missed by all. I hope that you will join me in praying
for her and her family as they transition to her new role at Union Chapel UMC. There is
no doubt in my mind that God will use them in mighty ways to share the good news of
Jesus Christ with those in Monroe, GA.
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Hello Due West UMC,

OUR MISSION is “Inviting our community to join us as we
gather together, grow in Jesus Christ and go serve.”
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time to focus on that which has changed, that
which is different, and that which is uncertain. I
encourage you, instead, to focus on that which
will never change – God loves you, and nothing
can separate you from that love. Likewise, have
confidence that if we cannot be separated from
God through Christ Jesus, as the body of Christ,
so too can we not be separated from each other.
Even in times where we must be socially distant,
may we not be spiritually distant from one
another.
I am excited for the future that God has in store
for us here at Due West. Know that I have been
praying for you all and that I will continue to do
so. In my short time here it has been clear that
God is working through Due West to share the
love of Jesus with the world. My hope is to join
in that important work with you as we gather
together, grow in Jesus Christ, and go into the
world to serve.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Lathem Postell
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Online Giving
We thank you for you generosity during this time.
You can give online using your smartphone, tablet or computer.
Simply download the Vanco Give app onto your device and select our church!
Or visit our website and select “Give Online” to begin giving through our system.
Contact Bree Collins at breecollins@duewest.org

02 MISSIONS

Hey Missionaries
It’s newsletter time again. That means it’s time to get caught up with what has been
going on and what we have to look forward to!

Summer Lunch Program!
Y’all are amazing! Thanks to all volunteers that donated food, packed lunches and helped
deliver over the 8-week period. With your continued support, we were able to serve
536 kids each week. That equates to 2,680 lunches a week! BIG thanks to Gina Hill for
coordinating this wonderful ministry. And it doesn’t stop there. We are now going to roll
into the weekend backpack program.
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DWUMC in the Community
Thanks to the United Methodist Men for overhauling the tables and benches at the
pavilion! With the COVID-19 restrictions, that area is a blessing to so many of our groups
enabling them to meet outside, and we appreciate the hard work of the UMM.
And since we are on the subject of community involvement, we also will be maintaining
our strong presence in several local schools where we help with tutoring, teacher/
staff support and other activities. These schools include but are not limited to Lost
Mtn. Middle, Due West Elementary, Harrison High, Osborne High, and South Cobb High.
We are staying in touch with the administrators from each of these schools as they
determine what their needs will look like in the “new school year.”

School Supply Drive!
Now more than ever, at-risk students need school supplies to help them start the year on
a strong note. Normally these students would have access to a “class pool” of resources,
but since they are distance learning, that is not possible. During the full lockdown
earlier this year, we “adopted” the kids living in two local extended stay hotels. We have
committed to helping provide them with basic school supplies as well as communicating
with social workers in the schools. A big Thank You to Rob and Debbie Schmidt for
graciously heading up this effort.
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Weekend Backpack Program!
This program ensures that at-risk kids have lunch available to them on the weekends.
This is a long-running project that has and will continue to serve hundreds of kids at local
schools. We will keep the “Must” collection bins out in front of the FLC if you’d like to
continue to support this project. We will be collecting the same types of things that we
did for the summer lunch project.

More Opportunities!
The Missions Committee is hard at work researching ways that our families can get
involved outside of our church on a local basis.
We have been working with the management company that owns the InTown
Suites in our areas, and have gotten permission to offer tutoring sessions at the
KSU property. We are looking for volunteers to help with general tutoring once a
week at this location. Most of the students will be in elementary school. We are
still working out the details, but it will probably take place on Wednesdays. If you
are interested in learning more, please contact Amber Wilson at the church.
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Our involvement at Shady Grove Retirement facility is limited due to Covid19
precautions, but under Tricia Wright’s leadership, we have been able to stay
involved by providing them with face shields and other cleaning supplies. Tricia
has shared an opportunity to write encouraging notes to the residents. Here are the
names of residents and the address to the facility. I know each would enjoy getting
mail and pictures! Residents: Gil, Mike, Eddie, Charles, Betty Jo, Etta, Edwina,
Lyn and Helen. Letters can be mailed to them at Shady Grove, 1700 Old 41 Hwy,
Kennesaw, GA 30152
The Missions Committee welcomes all ideas of ways we can stay involved. Areas
of interest that have been mentioned include animal rescue, mentoring, tutoring,
adoption issues etc. We want to hear from you and explore what is on your hearts!
Thank you for your continued support and love. Thank you for your patience as we
re-create our mission outreach program. I am proud of what we continue to do, and
how we continue to serve both “deep and wide.” I love how we are partnering with
other churches and with local businesses in order to move His Kingdom forward.
Thank you Due West UMC!

Mark Hellman
mhellman@duewest.org
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Stewardship Thoughts

By Bill Coffeen, Stewardship Committee

As I reflect upon a recent 2700 mile trip my wife and I took throughout northern
Michigan, Ohio and South Carolina, I am reminded of the Serenity Prayer written by the
theologian Reinhold Niebuhr during the Great Depression, a period of great economic
and political upheaval.
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God, give me grace to accept with serenity
the things that cannot be changed,
Courage to change the things
which should be changed,
and the wisdom to distinguish
the one from the other.
Living one day at a time,
Enjoying one moment at a time,
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace,
Taking, as Jesus did,
This sinful world as it is,
Not as I would have it,
Trusting that You will make all things right,
If I surrender to Your will,
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life,
And supremely happy with You forever in the next.
Amen.
The prayer as follows was later shortened in the 1950’s and adopted by 12 step
programs like Alcoholics Anonymous.

On our trip, we encountered endless road construction, torrential rains, traffic accidents,
few open restrooms, breakfasts in-a-sack at hotels, people with and without masks,
differing State COVID-19 requirements including Canadian and New York state border
closures, and on and on. Yes, our patience was frequently tested, but we quickly realized
that we had no control over any of these things. So our focus instead turned to the
peace that comes from enjoying friends and family and the great outdoors, a reflection
of God’s true blessings.
When life feels out of control, it’s easy to try to work harder at controlling everything
and everyone around us! Some of us do the opposite and just throw our hands up and
give up on the situation or person. Whichever extreme you go to, peace and serenity
continues to move further from your life. Accepting and submitting to God’s control
and plan for your life is the only way to find peace in situations you cannot control or
change. We may not always know God’s plan but we can let go of trying to orchestrate
and manipulate events and people and let God work through us. God promises a
supernatural peace when we bring our worries and concerns to Him in prayer.

cont.
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God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,
Courage to change the things I can,
And wisdom to know the difference.

The apostle Paul was at the mercy of much he could not control. He persevered through unjust
imprisonment, an assassination attempt, mockery, hatred, distrust, shipwreck and physical
suffering. Yet his life was filled with hope as he shared the gospel throughout the Roman
Empire. His faith, patience, courage, perseverance and actions allowed him to focus on what
he could change. As he noted in Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in faith so that you overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
We are a people of hope. People filled with hope look into the future expecting something good
to happen and positive changes. This, in turn, influences their actions in the present. People
without hope, however, expect bad things beyond their control to happen, and consequently
they come to believe their lives have little or no meaning. I believe that hope is directly
connected with faith, patience, courage, perseverance and actions – the key ingredients of a
good steward.
Our United Methodist vows remind us that we are expected to:
Be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church and do all in our power to strengthen its
ministries; and to faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts,
our service, and our witness.
These are things we can control. It is evident to me that there are many courageous brothers
and sisters within our church today who have and will continue to step forward in faith by
participating any way they can in our church’s outreach to our community. For those of you
who have been reticent, I encourage you now to participate however you can and join your
fellow believers as we together reach out to the world in faith, hope and action.
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A Letter from the Mann’s
Dear Due West Family,
Thank you for a wonderful two years and two months in ministry with you here at Due West
UMC! Kim and I have been overwhelmed by the outpouring of love through calls, text, cards
and gifts. Your extravagant generosity is overwhelming. We leave feeling very loved and
appreciated. Thank you for everything, For those who made it to the drive-thu good-bye, it
was wonderful to see you face to face, even if only for a few moments. For those who could
not make it, I will remember you from our last meeting. I leave you with some of the lyrics
from Aaron & Jeoffrey’s “Across the Miles.”
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We will make this promise
On the memories we’ve made
A friendship born in heaven
Will last though all our days
A part of me goes with you
Even if you journey far
You’ll never be forgotten
No matter where you are
Across the miles, please remember
When I can’t be there
I will send my heart to you
Upon the wings of prayer.
Blessings,
Pastor Ann and Kim Mann

Do Good! September 2020 Calendar
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Compiled by the Georgia United Methodist Foundation and DWUMC Stewardship Committee

The Journeys of Paul in Greece & Rome
Are you interested in exploring the journeys of Paul in Greece & Rome?
Mark your calendars for June 3-13, 2021! Dr. David Campbell and Susan
Campbell will be leading a trip to gain a better understanding of the life and
ministry of the Apostle Paul. If you are interested, email info@duewest.org
and ask for a flyer!
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Visit Kenya With Us
You are invited to share in everyday life in Kenya when Project 82 Kenya
hosts a virtual event at 7pm on September 22. The event will introduce
you to the staff and children of House of Hope and the Guardian program
in Molo as well as the Neema Infant Rescue Center in Nanyuki. Please
register for the free virtual event by going to www.project82kenya.com and
clicking on the virtual event button.

College Care Ministry
SEPTEMBER 2020

Help us stay in touch with your college student by providing their
information so that we can send them periodic mailings (care packages,
cards, messages) and remind them that they are loved and supported by
their Due West family. Complete the online registration at the address
https://bit.ly/3h1Ziif to be sure your student is included. Note that we need
the student’s mailing address at school which may be different than their
home address. Please be sure you have this when registering.
If you have any questions contact Tracie Cantrell 770-891-5073 or
Patti Pass 404-542-8676 or send an email to collegecare@duewest.org.
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Children
All of us in dwKids have missed seeing your sweet faces and we are excited
for some upcoming events that we are planning. Beginning after Labor Day, we
will be gathering on Sundays with our preschool & elementary aged kids. This
will be a time of devotion, fellowship and activities focused on sharing our love
of Christ. And on September 23, we will be teaming up with Young Families for
a fun family event that everyone is welcome to attend. Details will be sent out
soon, so be sure to watch your email and facebook page.

The preschool is off to a wonderful start. Thank you to all the church staff, parents
and teachers who worked together to help run our new carlines. If you’ve been on
campus at 9:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. you noticed that we are using 3 entrances to safely
get children in/out of the building while limiting the contact they have with others.
We are also taking extra precautions to keep the preschool clean and toys sanitized.
Parents have been so understanding of our “no parents allowed in school” policy
and they have been erring on the side of caution by keeping sick children home.
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Due West Preschool

Dana Augur, who has been the assistant director for 4 years, recently left the
preschool to take a job at KSU. We wish her well and welcome our new assistant
director, Courtney Kunkel.
We are still in need of substitute teachers and assitants. If you would like to sub
for our preschool, the hours are 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 and the pay is $50 per day. Please
contact Michelle Davalos at mdavalos@duewest.org to get on our list.

Michelle Davalos
Preschool Director
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In September, we will begin our STREAM lab, outside. Classes will be under the
pavilion and in the courtyard as children experiment and learn about the bible and
the Fruit of The Spirit. We are also planning some fun dress up days like Hat Day and
Baseball Day to add some fun and spirit for the children.

September

Our Staff
Dr. David Campbell
Senior Pastor
dcampbell@duewest.org (ext.227)
Rev. Lathem Postell
Associate Pastor
lpostell@duewest.org (ext.228)
Rev. Bill Floyd
Pastor - Congregational Care
bfloyd@duewest.org (ext. 247)
Kerri Casteel
Director of Women’s Ministry
kcasteel@duewest.org
Christine Salazar
Director of Music Ministry
csalazar@duewest.org (ext. 225)
Michelle Davalos
Preschool Director
mdavalos@duewest.org (ext. 242)
Ashley Brown
Nursery Director
abrown@duewest.org (ext. 229)
Alicia Iles
Director of Children’s Ministry
ailes@duewest.org (ext.239)
Lora Parker-Gayler
Director of Youth Ministry
lora@duewest.org (ext. 241)
Amber Wilson
Young Families Ministry
awilson@duewest.org (ext. 238)
Mark Hellman
Operations/Missions/Recreation Ministry Director
mhellman@duewest.org (ext. 252)
Mandy Kirkpatrick
Music Associate/Director of Center for the Arts
mkirkpatrick@duewest.org (ext.224)
Austin McMillan
Director of Media Ministry
amcmillan@duewest.org (ext.251)
Denise Luders
Office Manager
dluders@duewest.org (ext.221)
Bree Collins
Business Administrator
breecollins@duewest.org (ext.233)

NEWSLETTER

Due West Counseling Center
Michelle McGlamery, LCSW
770-262-6950 / chelbymac@comcast.net
Beth Andersen, RN, BSN, NBC-HWC
404-680-6882 / andersenz2@comcast.net

Online Giving
You can give online using your smartphone, tablet or computer.
Simply download the Vanco Give app onto your device and select our church!
Or visit our website and select “Give Online” to begin giving through our system.
Contact Bree Collins at breecollins@duewest.org

