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Pumpkins and the Gospel

I have not kept count, but I believe I can safely say I’ve helped unload 
at least twenty pumpkin trucks in my life. When I tell people I enjoy it, they 
often think I’m joking. But I’m not. It is a lot of work, but a lot of fun. You will 
usually find me in the truck on Pumpkin Unload Day, close to the beginning of 
the line. You will also find a lot of youth in the truck, which is why I like to be 
there. Pumpkin Unload day is about relationships. You wind up getting to 
know the people around you as you work. It is also about teamwork. You see 
the pumpkins pass from one set of hands to the next and you realize that 
everyone is important. It is also about a sense of accomplishment. I’ve often 
said the best youth projects are the ones where everyone can participate, 
everyone is needed to get the job done and everyone gets hot, sweaty and 
dirty in the process! That is Pumpkin Unload Day. But it is also just the 
beginning.

As you probably know, the Pumpkin Patch is a fundraiser for our youth.   
So many of their activities over the course of the year are funded by the Patch.   
But that only scratches the surface. Susan and I have dear friends from a 
previous church. She is a Sunday school teacher. He is very involved in music 
ministry and contemporary worship. Over the years they have helped out in 
Vacation Bible School, Confirmation Class, Youth trips, service days… you get 
the idea.  They are people who love the Lord and live that out. Their children 
have been not just in the youth group, but leaders. They are the kind of family 
every pastor wants. Let me tell you their story.

When their children were preschool age, they would buy their pumpkins 
from the church’s pumpkin patch. Once a year and only once a year, they 
would visit the church. You didn’t see them any other time. Not at that church. 
Not at any church. That all changed with one little boy’s question. One Sunday 
morning he asked his mom and dad, “When are we going back to our church?”  
They didn’t know what he was talking about. “You know, the pumpkin church.”  
Well, they decided they would give it a try. They met the people of God.  
Through the people of God they met Jesus and realized they need Him in their 
lives. And they became the kind of family every pastor wants.    

INTRODUCTION
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And so the Pumpkin Patch is more 
than a fundraiser. It is evangelism. It is 
being the hands and feet of Jesus to our 
community because you never know who 
needs to meet Him. It all begins this year 
on October 4th as we unload pumpkins.  
It will obviously be different this year to 
ensure your safety, but we will be here.   
Check the website for time. And I’ll see 
you in the Patch!

If it’s Sunday, you want to be at Due West,

OUR MISSION is “Inviting our community to join us as we 
gather together, grow in Jesus Christ and go serve.”

Online Giving

We thank you for you generosity during this time.

You can give online using your smartphone, tablet or computer. 

Simply download the Vanco Give app onto your device and select our church! 

Or visit our website and select “Give Online” to begin giving through our system.

Contact Bree Collins at breecollins@duewest.org
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Weekend Backpack Program:
Under the leadership of Pam Davies, Pam Johnson, and Barbara Hollis, the Weekend 

Backpack program is continuing to serve students in three schools and are hoping to 
expand to serve even more. Food donations can be dropped off in the MUST bins outside of 
the Family Life Center. Needed items include: microwavable mac/cheese, microwavable 
ravioli, snack bars, fruit cups, fruit bars. The program will also accept gift cards which 
they will use to purchase needed items.  Gift cards can be left with Amber Wilson in the 
Administration 2 building.

Emergency Aid Update:
I wanted to provide a brief biographical sketch on some of the families that we have 

been able to serve thanks to your support of the Emergency Relief fund. These four cases 
represent only a fraction of the support we have been able to provide. (Found on next page.)

Has everyone we helped “gone on to greatness”?  No, I don’t believe so. Have some 
been less than honest with us? Probably so. But were we able to “meet them in their place 
of need”? Yes, we were. Our mission is to help these families in time of crisis when their 
options are the most limited, when they are most vulnerable to making bad decisions.  When 
the Devil has them right where he wants them; In a place of desperation!

I believe that we can all relate to the feeling of desperation. At least I know I can.  It’s 
a feeling that causes us to panic. It causes us to not think clearly. It causes us to lose our 
courage and will to continue. This is where God allows us to meet them. And thanks to your 
love, help, compassion and grace we have met these families and many more. We have 
been able to help them get to a place of stability, one where they can hopefully take a breath 
and make better decisions. With the help of Kerri Casteel, our Mission Chair and Director of 
Women’s Ministry, we are able to monitor each family and provide continous but metered 
support as we go forward. Again, we don’t try to fix all of their problems or provide services 
that we as a church are not in a position to provide. We are not a job placement agency. We 
are not a clothing agency. But we are a “God Agency." We are good at that! Yes we are! 
Thank you for being the church!

Operation Christmas Child
Show God’s love to a child far away with your shoebox gifts to Operation Christmas 

Child.  Boxes, supplied by Samaritan’s Purse, will be available for pickup on October 11.  A 
$9 donation is requested per box to cover shipping and other project costs.  You can include 
your donation in the box, or you can pay online at www.samaritanspurse.org, just click on 
the OCC logo and “Donate.”  No candy or toothpaste can be accepted because of Customs 
regulations.  Please return your filled boxes no later than Sunday, November 8th.  Contact 
Amber Wilson at awilson@duewest.org with questions.

MISSIONS02
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Let me introduce you to a few of our families:

1. This family consists of a husband, wife, and a 17 year old special needs son 
who attends a local high school. Between the two parents, they work 3 jobs. 
We have provided back-to-school supplies for the son and have assisted with 
rent payments at the hotel where they live. We have worked hard to keep them 
in this area so their son can remain at his school.

2. This family is a single mom with a one-year-old daughter and a 4-year-old 
son.  When we met them they had been homeless for 3 weeks, living in their 
SUV. Mom needed two weeks in a room to give her time to help formulate a 
plan. In her words, “it’s hard to focus on getting a job or even making good 
decisions if I’m living in my car with two kids.” We have provided them with 
nutritious food for the kids, helped with rent, assisted her in applying for WIC 
and food stamps and helped her to find a local job.  She continues to check in 
with us and shares her successes.

3. This family is made up of a dad, mom, two elementary school age girls, and 
a newborn. This family was brought to their knees due to Covid-19 when dad 
lost his warehouse/fork lift driver job.They found themselves relying only on 
mom’s income. They were evicted from their home and wound up in a hotel. 
She was 9 months pregnant when we met them. We have assisted them in 
rent assistance, newborn baby needs and food. They are making great strides 
to get back on their feet and have high goals of being back in a house by 
January!

4. This last family consists of a grandfather, his daughter, a 6th grader, a 3rd 
grader and 2 kindergarteners. They moved up to Cobb County from the South 
Atlanta area to find work and get their kids into Cobb County Schools. Both the 
grandfather and mom take turns working during the day while the other 
watches the kids. We assisted them in getting their van out of  impound
so they could continue to work, we provided food and other essentials for 
them to include OTC insulin for the grandfather, and have helped with rent 
assistance at their hotel. We were also able to connect them with the Cobb 
Schools Homeless Liaison to help with the kids.

Mark Hellman
Director of Missions

MISSIONS CONT.
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We are excited to announce that our first Legacy Planning/Planned Giving seminar 
will be held Saturday, October 24 and October 31 between 10 and 11:30am in our South 
Sanctuary, Building C. All members of the congregation are invited, but these first two 
sessions will be limited to 20 people each. If you want to attend, you must contact Bill 
Coffeen at billcoffeen@gmail.com or 770-757-8147 to hold your seat and ensure you 
receive information in advance of the sessions.

An attorney will be present to help participants understand the importance of and 
complete Georgia’s healthcare directive, a HIPAA agreement, plus a durable power of 
attorney. All of these “living documents” can be prepared, completed, witnessed and 
notarized during this seminar at absolutely no cost to the participant. These documents are 
essential for anyone in today’s complicated world, and we are happy to provide members the 
opportunity to complete them. 

In conjunction with a discussion of living documents, Bill Coffeen will explain how 
giving to the Lord’s work does not have to stop at death. There are many ways that 
members can create a legacy of giving which is often quite simple. If you have further 
questions please contact Bill at billcoffeen@gmail.com.

Consecration Sunday - November 15
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
- Matthew 6:21

Some call it a pledge, others call it an obligation. Many call it a tithe or sacrificially giving 
back a portion of what God already owns. Still others call it a scriptural commitment. I call it an 
act of love. As your stewardship chair this year, I thank God for all he has done through you, the 
congregation, to reach out to our community and church members in need, especially during 
this time of pandemic. In many respects, we as a church have accomplished more than what 
most would have imagined. But, we can’t lose momentum. Over the next six weeks, I ask that 
you search your hearts and prayerfully consider increasing your financial commitment to God 
and His church. Doing so is between you and God. Only one person, our staff contributions 
specialist, will record your decision. You will receive a letter from our committee during the 
month of October as a reminder, and it will cite the many ways you can submit your intentions, 
especially digitally. I look forward to seeing as many of you as practical on November 15, a 
time of consecration and celebration. Thank you.

- Bill Coffeen

Legacy Planning/Planned Giving Seminar
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Do Good! October 2020 Calendar
Compiled by the Georgia United Methodist Foundation and DWUMC Stewardship Committee
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“No more singing…”, at least, not for a while during our Sunday morning 
services. COVID-19 has dealt a hard blow to churches everywhere as 
we are dealing with the edicts from the CDC and the leadership of our 
denomination. On a recent publication by the NGUMC worship committee, 
we find considerations for music ministry in the church; this impacts the 
congregation too. 

For example: “No singing/humming by the congregation.” The committee 
encourages alternative ways to explore hymnody and song.” They go 
on to offer some alternatives: “read the text quietly as a congregation, 
use virtual presentations of the songs, or use a soloist to lead the song.” 
But surely the congregation can sing softly or hum with masks on? 
Unfortunately, no. Here’s why: there is “emerging science that indicates 
that Covid-19 can be aerosolized and the particles can penetrate the 
mask and hang in the air for 8 to 10 minutes.” So wait, how do we 
worship?

This conundrum isn’t unique to Due West. IIt's something with which every 
musician, congregation member, and worship director is struggling. I’ve 
had hard and depressing conversations with many worship directors/
music ministers in our neighboring United Methodist churches, and we’re 
all struggling in the same way, and working on creative alternative ways 
to express our worship.

So what do we do? There’s so much material that I can’t fit it in one 
little article. So, during the coming weeks, I’ll be writing a weekly blog, 
accessible at duewest.org/blog, exploring some solutions to that phrase: 
“No more singing!” I’ll discuss where we are, look at the heart response to 
worship, consider alternatives, and provide oh so much scripture. I hope 
that our journey through “worship” together breaks preconceived notions, 
and ushers us into a new era of deep, intimate worship  that engages our 
heart, soul, mind, and body. Because worship isn’t just singing. It’s so 
much more. 

“No More Singing!”
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Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your true and proper worship.” There’s actually nothing in 
that particular scripture about singing! Could it be that Paul, the writer of 
Romans, had a deep knowledge of true worship, and knew that it went 
beyond music, beyond singing, and into the very heart of the believer? He 
understood that our bodies and our lives reflect our true worship. 

I’m going to write myself out of a job, here, if I’m not careful, but here 
goes: Worship isn’t music. But music is worship. What I mean is, music is 
definitely one way to worship, but it’s not the only way. Have you 
considered facial expression? What about body language? How about 
posture, acts of kindness, displays of love, prayers of thanksgiving, 
shouts of joy, and cries of concern? My challenge to you, the church, as 
we resume in-person worship, is to examine your own personal ways of 
worship We’re not allowed to sing. So what? What can we do? What can 
you do? 

My challenge for this month is examine your worship (not just during 
music) and reflect on two things:

1. Does my worship reflect my heart?

2. What kind of example does my physical act of worship set?

Does my worship reflect my heart?… I have a lot of practice, or maybe 
it’s a gift, I don’t know, about discerning the spiritual atmosphere of a 
room. I can look at someone’s face (it’s very hard with a mask on, I’ll give 
you that!) and tell if their heart is troubled. I can see distress, boredom, 
annoyance, joy, and peace. I can tell when someone is overwhelmed by 
the sheer love and power of Jesus Christ. The ability to discern another’s 
heart is true for any two people having a conversation, to be honest! But 
sometimes our hearts are too distracted to turn our spiritual eyes on 
Jesus, and that reflects in our worship. So, take some time and reflect. 
We’ve got time. We’ve got plenty of time.

What kind of example does my physical act of worship set?… The second 
question is about your example. Think about this: Children learn from the 
example their parents set. Fashion trends begin when someone sets an 
example and culture wants to emulate that. Our spiritual leaders set an 
example and we want to follow that. Two thousand years ago, there were 
twelve disciples who followed Jesus, learning from his example of grace, 
mercy, kindness, and love. And they started a revolution. 

God has called us to build his Kingdom and to do that, we must be the 
example. To offer our bodies “as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God,” and this is true worship.  —Christine Salazar, Music Director
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DDaannccee  CCllaasssseess  

AAtt  DDWWMMCC  

iinnffoo@@tthheessppiirriittooffddaannccee..ccoomm  

667788--552222--33223333  

Classes for the 2020-21 season run through mid– May 2021
$25 registration fee for new families, $20 for returning families 

$50 per month tuition 
$110 recital fees (includes costume, tights and t-shirt) 

We have a packed schedule at  other local churches, as well as our studio 
location at 931 Whitlock Ave, SW, Marietta for all ages throughout the week. 
Check it out for all of your kids. We are a 17 year Christian based program and 
end all classes with prayer & devotion. 

WWee  wwiillll  bbee  ttaakkiinngg  mmeeaassuurreess  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  CCOOVVIIDD--1199,,  for 
more  information, see our full schedule and register online, please visit 

our website at www.thespiritofdance.com  

WWeeddnneessddaayyss  

**11::4400ppmm––  22::4400ppmm  33--55  yyeeaarr  BBaalllleett  &&  TTaapp
**PPrreesscchhooooll  ssttuuddeennttss  hhaavvee  tthhee  oopptitioonn  ttoo  bbee  ddrrooppppeedd  ooffff    ddiirreeccttllyy  aaftfteerr  pprreesscchhooooll  bbyy    ppaarreennttss  ttoo
BBuuiillddiinngg  CC  bbeettwweeeenn  11--11::2200ppmm  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ddaannccee  aattittirree  &&  aa  ssnnaacckk..      OOuurr    iinnssttrruuccttoorrss  wwiillll  cchhaannggee
tthheemm  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ddaannccee  aattittirree  ffoorr  yyoouu  aanndd  bbeeggiinn  ccllaassss  aatt  11::4400ppmm..    ((TThhiiss  sseerrvviiccee  iiss  aann  aaddddiititioonnaall  $$  1100
mmoonntthhllyy  ))

33::4455--44::4455ppmm  33--44  yyeeaarr  BBaalllleett  &&  TTaapp  

44::4455--55::4455ppmm  55--66  yyeeaarr  BBaalllleett  &&  TTaapp  
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With new health and safety protocol in place, we are excited to have been opened almost 2 
months. We are getting into a routine and love watching the children play and learn together. 
In September, we started our S.T.R.E.A.M. lessons with our awesome teacher, Stephanie 
Benore. The lessons are being held outside in the pavilion and the children are enjoying science 
experiments while learning about God and the Bible. In September, they learned about Creation, 
and in October, they will be reading and acting out the story of The Good Samaritan.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 7, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. We are 
excited to announce that we will be having our annual Holiday Market. This year the event will 
be held outside with some familiar and some new vendors. We will have a silent auction with 
baskets and local business goodies. We will also have a cake walk this year and we will have 
some prepackaged treats and drinks for sale. Please come shop and support local businesses 
and our Due West UMC Preschool.

05

Pumpkin Month is finally here! Be sure to come support by volunteering for a shift at the patch. If you 
cannot volunteer your time, you can also support us by purchasing a pumpkin (or 2, or 3, or 45)!

Important Dates:
Pumpkin Unload Dates - October 4 & 18 at 5pm
Family Fun Day - October 14 from 1-3pm
Trunk or Treat - October 28 5:30-7pm
Movie in the Patch - October 28 (Following trunk or treat)
*Small Groups are still open for enrollment!*
**For more information, check duewest.org/youth.

We are excited to announce that Children’s programming (birth - 5th grade) will be opening 
up on October 11. Join us during the 10am service, downstairs in Building A, for Nursery & 
Sunday school. Please note that we will not have a separate Children’s Church option. 

All 3rd-5th graders are welcomed to stay from 10:45 - 12:30 for dwCrew. This will be a 
specialized time of fun, learning, and service just for 3rd-5th graders. 

Join dwKids and Young Families in the South Campus parking lot on October 28 at 5:30 
for Truck or Treat. We could still use more volunteers to decorate their trunks. If interested, 
please reach out to Alicia Iles (ailes@duewest.org) or Amber Wilson (awilson@duewest.org). 
Bins are located around campus for your convenience to drop off candy donations. 

Children

Youth

Due West Preschool
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Online Giving
You can give online using your smartphone, tablet or computer. 

Simply download the Vanco Give app onto your device and select our church! 

Or visit our website and select “Give Online” to begin giving through our system.

Contact Bree Collins at breecollins@duewest.org

Our Staff
Dr. David Campbell
Senior Pastor
dcampbell@duewest.org (ext.227)
Rev. Lathem Postell
Associate Pastor
lpostell@duewest.org (ext.228)
Rev. Bill Floyd
Pastor - Congregational Care
bfloyd@duewest.org (ext. 247)
Kerri Casteel
Director of Women’s Ministry
kcasteel@duewest.org
Christine Salazar
Director of Music Ministry
csalazar@duewest.org (ext. 225)
Michelle Davalos
Preschool Director
mdavalos@duewest.org (ext. 242)
Ashley Brown
Nursery Director
abrown@duewest.org (ext. 229)
Alicia Iles
Director of Children’s Ministry
ailes@duewest.org (ext.239)
Lora Parker-Gayler
Director of Youth Ministry
lora@duewest.org (ext. 241)
Amber Wilson
Young Families Ministry
awilson@duewest.org (ext. 238)
Mark Hellman
Operations/Missions/Recreation Ministry Director 
mhellman@duewest.org (ext. 252)
Mandy Kirkpatrick
Music Associate/Director of Center for the Arts 
mkirkpatrick@duewest.org (ext.224) 
Austin McMillan
Director of Media Ministry 
amcmillan@duewest.org (ext.251)
Denise Luders
Office Manager 
dluders@duewest.org (ext.221)
Bree Collins
Business Administrator 
breecollins@duewest.org (ext.233)

Due West Counseling Center 
Michelle McGlamery, LCSW
770-262-6950 / chelbymac@comcast.net
Beth Andersen, RN, BSN, NBC-HWC
404-680-6882 / andersenz2@comcast.net



COVID-19 Important Information
COVID-19 Protocols and Procedures
• Masks required for everyone (5) and older.
• Sign-in and temperature checks upon entering building for purpose of contact tracing.
• Social distancing of at least (6) feet for people not in the same household.
• Other guidelines as posted.
• Waivers will no longer be required. 

Important Dates
September 20th, 2020 – Resumption of Sunday morning worship (8:30 & 10 am)
October 5th, 2020 – Expanded Room Reservations available on the website
October 11th, 2020 – Children’s Sunday School resumes during 10:00 a.m. service
October 18th, 2020 – Expanded Room usage resumes
November 8th, 2020 – Resume use of North Sanctuary (10:00 am service)
 • 8:30 am service will continue in South Campus
January 3rd, 2021 – Return to normal worship times and services in normal buildings.

Small Groups and Outdoor Space Reservations
Small groups may continue to meet outdoors in the spaces they have reserved as normal. 
Outdoor spaces are available for reservation immediately. Outdoor spaces that are currently 
reserved do not need to be reserved again. If your group currently meets outdoors and 
would like to move indoors on or after October 18th, 2020, you will need to reserve an indoor 
room through the website. Please see the full “COVID-19 Protocol” document for a list of 
outdoor spaces that are available for reservation.

Link to Full Document
Your leadership team has worked hard to create a comprehensive COVID-19 protocol 
document. Please read through it for full details on our reopening plans and the ways we 
will do so safely. You can find the full document by scanning the QR Code below.

Small Groups and Room Reservations
Due West will be expanding the amount of indoor space that is available for reservation 
effective October 18th, 2020. All of the protocols and procedures for limiting the spread of 
COVID-19 will remain in effect for groups reserving a room. For a full list of rooms that will 
be available and their maximum occupancy, please see the full “COVID-19 Protocol” 
document. Reservation requests for these spaces will be accepted starting 
October 5th, 2020. Only requests submitted on or after October 5th, 2020 through the 
website will be answered. Please provide at least one week of notice prior to the expected 
start date of your room reservation. Please allow ample time for the church office to 
receive and respond to your request. If you have not heard a response from the church, you 
do NOT yet have permission to use the requested room at the requested time. For groups 
that currently have reservations in place for the South Campus Sanctuary and S219, your 
reservation will be valid through October 17th, 2020. If your group would like to continue 
meeting indoors after that date, please submit another request. In the interest of 
stewardship, room reservations will not be determined on a first-come-first-served basis. 
Instead, they will be determined on the basis of group size and meeting space 
requirements as determined by the Office Manager and church staff.




