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Join us as we Gather together, Grow in Jesus Christ and Go serve MARCH
 2021



Due West UMC March 2021 2

Content

01
PAGE 04

PAGE 07

02
PAGE 12

04
Ignite Youth
Designed for 6-12th grade students to 
gather together, grow in Christ, and 
discover how they can serve today and 
in the future. All are invited to discover 
God’s love at Ignite Youth Ministry. 
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dwKids
dwKids is committed to providing kids 
with the tools to make life easier by 
giving them a faith that will last forever. 
We strive to make church a place they 
want to be!

Pastoral Update

Missions

Are you familiar with “23 and me”?   
You send them DNA and they tell you 
about who you are. You probably know 
this, but each human cell has 23 pair of 
chromosomes.....

Serving others and 
spreading the good news 
of Jesus Christ to those 
who are far from God is 
the focus of missions at 
Due West UMC. 
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Online
Giving

You can give online using 
your smartphone, tablet 
or computer. Simply 
download the Vanco Give 
app onto your device and 
select our church! Or visit 
our website and select 
“Give Online” to begin 
giving through our system.
Contact Bree Collins at 
breecollins@duewest.org 
if you have any questions.
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Adults

Events

We’re all looking for community 
-- a place to fit in, a place to 
get to know people, a place to 
connect!

We have thousands of events 
every year here at Due West 
UMC. For more information and 
to see all of our events, visit the 
calendar on our website.PAGE 18
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Here we are in March already! I’m a sports fan, so March is a great month. Spring Training 
goes on in March. So the baseball season is just around the corner. March Madness (believe 
it or not!) is in March. That means the college basketball tournament and ultimately a 
championship game. March is a great month. But there is more to March than sports. The 
season of Lent also usually falls in March.

For centuries, churches have observed the season of Lent. Lent literally means “Spring.” It is 
the season leading up to Easter. To remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness, the 
church takes the forty days before Easter, not counting Sundays, to observe Lent. It is a season 
when we reflect on the life and death of Jesus to help us most fully celebrate his resurrection 
on Easter Sunday.

“Giving up something for Lent” is often part of the Lenten season. Some people give up sweets.  
I know people who have given up meat, TV, coffee, eating out or any number of other things.     

01

A letter from our 
Pastor to you.

SECTION

Pastoral
Update
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Jesus gave up everything for us on the cross.  
That is the ultimate act of self-denial. When we 
give up something for Lent, we are identifying 
with His sacrifice for us.

Here at Due West, we are taking a different 
approach this year. I touched on this in the 
February newsletter, and we have mentioned 
it in worship each week. We are practicing “40 
Days of Giveaways.”  The idea is from Bill Floyd, 
our Pastor of Congregational Care.  Bill told me 
his family has done this for a long time.    

Here is the idea: Set aside a given amount of 
money each day for 40 days. Begin with the 
end in mind. If you want to give 40 dollars, that 
is a dollar a day. Two dollars a day gets you to 
80 dollars. Think through an amount you feel 
good about. The idea is that this is above and 
beyond your regular giving to the church. On 
Easter Sunday, we will each bring in our 40 Day 
offering. You can do that in person or online. 
But remember to mark it “40 Day offering.” That 
is how we will know to direct your gift. (Did I 
mention it is above and beyond?)

Where is all this money going?    Great question!   
It is going into our emergency relief fund, which 
we established a year ago. We have always had 

“Much like our 
chromosomes; 

our spiritual DNA 
helps tell us who 

we are in Christ. ”

Dr. David Campbell
Senior Pastor
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funds available to help people in need, but when the pandemic hit, we had more 
people in our church and community in crisis than ever before.  We still had people 
who needed help with a power bill, but needs were much greater than that. Over the 
course of the last year, you all have contributed tens of thousands of dollars into this 
fund and it has been disbursed to people in need. We continue to get requests, so we 
are asking for “40 Days of Giveaways.”

Thank you, as always for your faithfulness. If you have any questions, please let me 
know. It is exciting to see so many of you coming back to worship live and in person!   
We are praying for the day we are back to mask-free worship!    

    If it’s Sunday, you want to be at Due West,
    

David

Tune in on Sundays to view our series, Psalm 23&Me
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For this very reason, make every effort to add 
to your faith goodness; and to this goodness 
add knowledge; and to the knowledge add self-
control; and to self-control add perseverance; 
and to perseverance, add Godliness, and to 
Godliness add brotherly kindness; and to this 
brotherly kindness add love. Because if we can 
have these qualities in our lives and are able to 
continue to increase each of them, then these 
qualities can keep us from becoming ineffective
and unproductive in our walk with Jesus.

2 Peter 1: 5-8

Peter wrote his second letter because there was 
an increase in false teachers trying to disrupt 
the early church with their lies, immorality, 
and greed. He wanted to encourage the early 
Christians to grow in the knowledge that God’s 
word was the truth and the only way to truly live 
a life of Christain fulfillment. That is a pretty tall 
order of qualities that we are challenged with 
developing in our lives. It is certainly not easy to 
do this in “normal times” but with life being the 
way it is now, it’s even more difficult. That is why, 
just like the early Christians, we are in constant 
need of support and encouragement. And this 
support and encouragement can be found 
through service. There are so many ways to get 
involved here at Due West! Just ask!
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Missionaries at Work
Thanks to all who continue to drop off 
dry/pantry items and snack foods in 
the collection barrels around campus. 
We continue to use this food to 
support MUST, Give Love, plus our own 
Food Pantry and our own Backpack 
ministry.

Our Teach Love outreach will be 
Kennesaw Mountain High School this 
month! We can’t wait to surprise them 
with a basket filled with snacks and 
treats!

 A huge Thanks to Tricia Wright and 
Joyce Lewis for organizing a great 
Spring Event at Shady Grove Nursing 
Home. All of the volunteers that came 
out were blessed to be able to treat 
the residents to an ice cream
social and give them all goodie bags. 
This ministry is such a blessing to 
those residents.

Serving forward!
DW Spring Work Day:
Be sure to mark your calendars for 
Sunday, March 14! Come to church 
in your work clothes and stay after 
service to help get our campus ready 
for Easter. If you attend the 9:45 
Service, you can stop by the FLC 
afterwards and get a continental 
breakfast and then start pitching in. 
Those families attending the 11:00 
service are encouraged to stay after 
and help at that time. We will be 
grilling hamburgers and hot dogs 
at noon for all involved. Thanks in 
advance for your help!

9:45 Stay and Serve:
Sunday, March 21, will be the next 
opportunity for the families worshipping 
at the 945 service to join us in the Family 
Life Center after the service for a Stay and 
Serve mission project. This time, we will 
be writing notes of encouragement to 
be handed out to at-risk women who are 
being ministered to through the Atlanta 
Dream Center’s Princess Night program. 
This is a great mission opportunity for Due 
Wester’s of all ages!

There is much talk about “things 
returning to normal.” And in some cases, 
that will be great. But in other cases, I 
am a big believer that when given an 
opportunity to move forward, you should 
take it! The Covid Pandemic will change 
the face of a lot of things, and one of 
them is the work of the church. Here at 
Due West, our Mission Team is committed 
to being intentional in our service as 
we move forward. We are committed to 
continue to serve “deeper and wider.” 
Our international mission programs are 
going to look a little different for the 
remainder of this year. But you are going 
to see a wealth of new local and regional 
opportunities intentionally designed to 
engage you and your family in service!

The month of April will see an exciting roll 
out of these programs. I ask you to begin 
praying now for these new opportunities.

- Mark Hellman
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Elementary Sunday School 
Patience - Waiting until later for what you want 
now. 
Memory Verse: “Wait for the Lord. Be strong and 
don’t lose hope. Wait for the Lord.” Psalm 27:14, 
NIRV

Waiting is a part of life. Thankfully, we don’t have 
to wait on our own. God can help us experience 
the patience we need to wait well. After all, God 
is patient. God is in control and knows what’s 
best for us. Even though God’s people had been 
waiting for years for the promised Savior, at 
just the right time, God sent Jesus. Since we 
are created in God’s image, we can reflect His 
patience in our lives. We can be patient when we 
remember what God has done and trust God no 
matter what. 

Preschool Sunday School
Follow the Leader
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow Me’, Jesus 
Said.” NIV

Following the leader is definitely something 
preschoolers love and understand. What they 
need to learn is that throughout life there will 
be countless choices of leaders they can follow. 
We want them to know who the best leader is 
to follow. And that is Jesus! By the end of this 
month, when we ask preschoolers “Who can you 
follow?”, our prayer is that they will answer, “I can 
follow Jesus.” Why? Because Jesus loves us, and 
He will always lead us in the best way.

 It is our hope that through 
these efforts we will all be able 

to “Grow Young Disciples.”

03 SECTION
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March 7 - Bird Houses
March 14 - Work Day
March 21 - Bike Day
March 28 - Party at Stars & Strikes

The preschool has now been opened 7 months. We have 180 children 
enrolled and 31 teachers learning and gathering each week. The 
children have been going to science classes and we have added back 
in Storytime and Music. Although we have all been impacted by Covid 
19, we are grateful to have children learning and growing together.

Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is underway. We have a few 
openings in our ones class as well as a few in kindergarten. We have 
waitlist  in the other classes and would be happy to add your child to 
them. We give tours Mon-Fri after 1:30pm. Please call Michelle Davalos 
at 770-316-1356 or email mdavalos@duewest.org to schedule a tour.
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Whoever you are, 
Wherever you’re from, 
You are welcome here.

04 Ignite Youth
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Sunday School 
We are so thrilled that we are starting 
back with IGNITE and offering 
Sunday school! Join us again at 
11am in the youth center! Masks 
are required while indoors and 
we are currently in a construction 
phase downstairs so please use the 
entrance from the side parking lot to 
join us!

Serve Sunday
The first Sunday of every month, we 
will not have youth Sunday school 
but rather worship, take communion, 
and serve together in service! 
9:45 will have youth leadership 
on stage and volunteering! To get 
plugged-in as a volunteer, contact 
Lora@duewest.org to be a greeter, 
children’s helper, sanitizer, parking 
lot attendant, usher, etc.

Ignite
Sunday Nights! 5-7pm

Masks are required! Please do not 
attend if you have been exposed to 
COVID or you or any family members 
are experiencing any symptoms. 
Be sure to let us know if you need 
anything during your quarantine.

February IGNITE Schedule

3.7 - Serve Sunday & Ignite

3.14 - SS & Ignite

3.21 - No SS or Ignite due to SLR

3.28 - SS & Ignite 

Ignite Youth
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MINISTRY 
New Women’s Small Group
“The Beauty of Fellowship”
Fellowship includes a conscious effort to get to know others and 
establish strong ties so that you can encourage others and have 
them encourage you resulting in your growing together to the 
fullness of Christ.  This results in you being able to pray effectively 
for one another and to establish strong bonds of lasting friendship. 

In today’s world we are all faced with burdens, challenges, hurts, 
worries and concerns; whether it be about our husbands, children, 
parents, finances or the world’s ever more growing crisis’s. 

The purpose of this group is to provide support and outreach 
(nourishment) to the women in our community and surrounding 
communities through Christian fellowship and the meditation of 
God’s word (wisdom). 

As we grow, we look forward to doing some community outreach 
and events.  We want this to be an uplifting experience that will 
leave us all excited, stronger, courageous and eager.  

If you would be interested in joining or facilitating a women’s bible 
study please contact Kerri Casteel (Kcasteel@duewest.org) to 
discuss opportunities.  
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Exercise Classes at Due West

Monday
Tone & Tighten

9:30 am (Nursery)

Yoga for All
10:35 am (Nursery)

Senior Fit
11:35 am

Tuesday
Cardio-Kick 

9:30 am

Zumba
10:35 am

*All exercise classes are held in Bldg B.

Wednesday
Cardio-Sculpt/Tabata

9:30 am (Nursery)

Yoga for All
10:35 am (Nursery)

Senior Fit
11:35 am

Thursday
Yoga-Pilates

9:30 am

Friday
Tone/Tighten/Lengthen

8:30 am (Nursery)

Boot Camp
9:30 am (Nursery)

Click Here to Follow Us on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/DueWestUMCFitnessClasses
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Help make this a special Easter for the 75 children currently living 
at Murphy Harpst Children’s Center (MHCC), a nonprofit residential 
treatment center that provides a safe haven for some of Georgia’s most 
abused children.

For many years, the children at Murphy Harpst have made a list of Easter 
basket treats that they would enjoy and members of Due West UMC 
have filled individual baskets using those ideas. Because of Covid-19 
concerns, this year Murphy Harpst has asked that items be purchased 
in bulk online, shipped directly to them, and then the baskets will be 
filled onsite.  You can choose items for there baskets by going to an 
Amazon wish list that has been set up just for our church. 

This is the link to the wish list - https://a.co/37E2BJ8.  You simply click 
on an item to add it to your personal Amazon account, select Murphy 
Harpst as the shipping address, and submit.  Murphy Harpst is asking 
that all items be ordered by March 14, with an arrival date of no later 
than March 26. 
 
If you wish to participate but do not have an Amazon account, you 
can purchase an Amazon gift card (available at most grocery and drug 
stores) and leave it with Denise in the church office.  You can also send a 
check to the church and put “Murphy Harpst Easter” in the memo line. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Melinda Hajost at hajost@
charter.net or Kyle Moore at jdmoore@mindspring.com. 

For more information about Murphy Harpst Children’s Center, visit their 
website at http://murphyharpst.org/.

Easter at Murphy Harpst 
Children’s Center!

https://a.co/37E2BJ8
mailto:hajost%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:hajost%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:jdmoore%40mindspring.com?subject=
http://murphyharpst.org/
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This is the Lenten season, a time of looking back over this past year, a time of reflection, 
fasting, and penance.  It is a time that we ask ourselves, “what have we done to be loving, kind 
and forgiving to our neighbors?” and “what have we done that was contrary to the way Jesus 
taught us to be toward our neighbors?”  During these forty days, we have the opportunity 
to examine our lives and to own our mistakes and sins.  We have the opportunity to ask for 
forgiveness of those sins and begin anew having received God’s mercy and grace.  
This all began on Ash Wednesday when we were reminded of our mortality and that we 
are made from the dust of the earth and, in God’s timing, this body will once again become 
dust.  The only thing left will be our immortal souls which will live forever, either with God or 
eternally separated from Him.  

Lent is forty days, but if you count the days from Ash Wednesday to Easter there are actually 
forty-six days.  The difference is that each Sunday is counted as a little Easter, so for those 
who choose to fast, each Sunday is a break from fasting.  In the early days of the church, most 
converts were received into the church on Easter Sunday.   These forty days were used as a 
time to educate those who wanted to join the church. They were encouraged to fast and pray 
in preparation for Baptism and Communion.  This was an important moment in their lives and 
the life of the church. 

Why do we celebrate these forty days before Easter?  The forty days of Lent make sense 
looking back at the life of Jesus before He began His ministry, after His baptism by John.  In 
Matthew 4:1-3, “Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
And He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward He was hungry. And the tempter 
came and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves 
of bread.’”  Taking this into consideration, what have you been tempted by this past year?  A 
better question for us to consider may be, “did you resist or give in to that temptation and 
what was the consequence?”  Unfortunately, sin has become a normal part of our everyday 
life. I can just hear you saying, “not for me”!  Well let me ask you this, have you ever told a 
“white lie”, failed to forgive, or lusted after something?  Whether we like it or not, these are 
sins.  I know I am guilty and do not always take the time to ask God to forgive me.  These forty 
days celebrated by the church remind me that I am a sinner saved by grace and it is a blessing 
for me to use this time in prayer.   

Just think how spending this time with Jesus can be a turning point in your Christian walk. 
Forgiveness is a freeing gift. Free from sin, free from guilt, free to begin again.  May God bless 
this time you choose to spend with Him. Psalm 51: 9-12 says, “Hide Thy face from my sins, 
and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within me, cast me not away from Thy presence and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore 
to me the joy of thy salvation and uphold me with a willing spirit.”  As you reflect on these 
words of David, I hope you will use these forty days to present a clean and contrite heart to 
God on Easter morning. 

“A Reflection from Rev. Bill Floyd”
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What’s happening at 
Due West?

...

Holy Week Information

UPCOMING

Palm Sunday (March 28): Normal Service Times
Maundy Thursday (April 1): 7pm in North Campus
Good Friday (April 2): 7pm in North Campus
Easter (April 4): 

06

W
ith thousands of events every year, it is 

im
possible to fit them

 all in one place. H
ere, w

e 
w

ant to give you a quick glance at M
arch, 2021.

7:15am - Sunrise Service (Large Green or FLC)
8:15, 9:45, 11:15am - North Campus
9:45 & 11:15am - South Campus
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Ignite Serve Sunday

Church Work Day

Spiritual Life Retreat

Palm Sunday

Youth! It is your day to serve! To get plugged-in as a volunteer, contact Lora@
duewest.org to be a greeter, children’s helper, sanitizer, parking lot attendant, 
usher, etc.

Serve Due West directly with this day of clean up and revitalization.
Teams will meet after the 9:45 and 11am services in the FLC (Bldg B) to fan out 
around campus tackling beautification projects. 

Pray for our students as they travel to Camp Glisson for the weekend! This is 
a weekend where we gather with churches from all over the conference and 
fellowship, worship, and enjoy time together!

This service kicks off Holy Week! This Sunday will have normal service times, but 
make sure you check out page 18 for Easter Service times. 

March at a Glance
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Prayer
Requests
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Devotion

Don’t forget, we have Holy Communion the first Sunday of Every Month!

http://duewest.org/give
http://duewest.org/prayer
http://duewest.org/devotion

