
#12 - Romans 2:12-16
Context: The Impartial Judgement of God

How can God be impartial if only the Jews were given the law (torah)? 

For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the
law, 
and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 

Jew and Gentile Distinction
The law or “Torah” given Israel at Mt. Sinai was a gift from God that “set them
apart.” 
“Paul is not here accusing the Gentiles of being ‘lawless’ (that is, notorious
criminals or outlaws) but of being ‘law-less’ — by definition, as Gentiles, they do
not possess the law of Moses.” - Douglas Moo (cf. Eph. 2:12)

The Reality of Judgment
Both Jew and Gentile have the same condemned destiny with or without the
law. 

For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, 
but the doers of the law who will be justified. 

Hearing the law (torah), the revealed will of God, does not bring about a righteous
status. 

Mortification from a self-strength, carried on by ways of self-invention, unto the
end of a self-righteousness, is the soul and substance of all false religion in the
world. – John Owen
NT teaching on being doers not just hearers: Matt. 7:24-27; 12:50; Jam. 1:22-25

Doers of the law will be justified. 
“In effect, Paul is saying: Don’t think that knowing the law of God is any use; the
only path to righteousness through the law is to obey it…and are you really
going to claim you always obey all God’s law in all ways?” - Tim Keller, 48

For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the
law requires, 
they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.

General Moral Sense 



“The practical point is that the ‘decent’ Gentile feels a twinge of unease when
he (or she) does certain things that he knows in his heart are wrong.” - Anthony
Thiselton, 96

Atheism and Moral Givenness
Mark Hauser and Peter Singer in “Morality without Religion”: they point to
studies that  “prove empirical support for the idea that like other physiological
faculties of the mind, including language and mathematics, we are endowed
with a moral faculty that guides our intuitive judgments of right and wrong.” 
Christopher Hitchens: “the so-called Golden Rule is innate in us, or is innate
except in the sociopaths who do not care about others, and the psychopaths
who take pleasure in cruelty.” 

Both quoted in A Shot of Faith to the Head by Mitch Stokes

They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, 
while their conscience also bears witness, 
and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them

The Inner Revelation of God’s Will to Mankind
My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust.
But how had I got this idea of just and unjust?…. Of course I could have given
up my idea of justice by saying it was nothing but a private idea of my own. But
if I did that, then my argument against God collapsed too--for the argument
depended on saying that the world was really unjust, not simply that it did not
happen to please my private fancies. - C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

The judgment of man based on the law of man. 
Men without the law (Torah) will still be judged. They will be judged by their own
inconsistency to their own understanding of God’s will that is embedded in each
and every human heart. 
For conscience, in the Bible, read “self-awareness.” 

on that day when, according to my gospel, 
God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

According to my gospel
“Why does Paul add ‘as my gospel declares’? Because God’s just judgment is
fundamental to his declaration about God’s Son. Without judgment, salvation
has no meaning. Without the reality of God’s present and future wrath, the cross
is emptied of its glory. Paul’s concern is to show that the ground on which we
stand, Gentile and Jew, irreligious and religious, rule-breaking and rule-keeping,
is level. All face judgment, and all deserve wrath.” - Tim Keller, 50
“Teaching on the Last Judgment constitutes a fundamental doctrine of his
gospel.” - Thiselton, 97



God judges the “secrets” of men. 
There are but two objects that I have ever desired…to behold; the one, is my
own vileness; and the other is, the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ: and I
always thought that they should be viewed together. (50-51) - Charles Simeon

By Christ Jesus - Jesus Christ will with the Father, judge ALL men! 

Ending on a Good News Note...

1 'Tis not that I did choose thee,
for, Lord, that could not be;
this heart would still refuse thee,
hadst thou not chosen me.
Thou from the sin that stained me
hast cleansed and set me free;
of old thou hast ordained me,
that I should live to thee.

2 'Twas sov'reign mercy called me
and taught my op'ning mind;
the world had else enthralled me,
to heav'nly glories blind.
My heart owns none before thee,
for thy rich grace I thirst;
this knowing, if I love thee,
thou must have loved me first.

Josiah Condor (1836)
*Author of the First “Congregational Hymn Book” 
*56 hymns


