
#4 - Romans 1:3-7
"This epistle is in truth the most important document in the New Testament, the gospel in its
purest expression....If we have gained a true understanding of this epistle, we have an open
door to all the most profound treasures of Scripture.” - John Calvin

What is the Content of the Gospel? 
Matthew Bates Translation of Rom. 1:3-4
…concerning his Son, who as it pertains to the flesh came into existence by means of the
seed of David; who was it pertains to the Spirit of Holiness was appointed Son-of-God-in-
Power by means of the resurrection from among the dead ones—Jesus the Christ our Lord. 

“Concerning His Son” - It’s About Jesus! 

“The focus of the gospel is a person, God’s Son” - Douglas Moo
“[The gospel] is, in the final analysis, most succinctly good news about the
enthronement of Jesus the atoning king.” - Matthew Bates
“This is a remarkable passage, by which we are taught that the whole gospel is
included in Christ, so that if any removes one step from Christ, he withdraws himself
from the gospel.” - John Calvin

“Who was descended from David according to the flesh”  - Jesus is
the Human Messiah

OT Background: 

Psalm 2:7 - “I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My
Son, Today I have begotten You.
2 Sam. 7:12-14b -  “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will
set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son.
OT Prophets Messianic Expectation of a Son from David’s Royal Line: Isaiah 11:1, 10;

“who was descended" “who was declared” 

“from David" “the Son of God in power"

“accoridng to the flesh” “according to the Spirit of holiness"



Jer. 23:5-6; 30:9; 33:14-18; Ezek. 34:23-24; 37:24-25)

NT Fulfillment Cross-References: 

Matt. 11:1-16; Luke 1:27, 32, 69; 2 Tim. 2:8; Rev. 5:5; 22:16

“Who was descended”

“Jesus’ preexistence in Rom. 1:3 is suggested (among other things) by the use of the
verb ginomai to emphasize not just ordinary birth (in which case gennao would
typically be expected) but a change from a non-fleshly existence to a fleshly one.”
(Bates, 32) 

according to the flesh? 

“Flesh (sarx) is a key Pauline theological term. It refers essentially to human existence,
with emphasis on the transitory, weak, frail nature of that existence.” (Moo, 47) 
Jesus is human, and the long-awaited Messiah. 

“We never grasp the gospel until we understand that it is not fundamentally a message about
our lives, dreams, or hopes. The gospel speaks about, and transforms, all those things, but
only because it isn’t about us. It is a declaration about God’s Son, the man Jesus. - Tim
Keller (12-13) 

But this is not the full picture…There’s more! 

“Who was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead”  - Jesus is
the Divine King

Jesus’ resurrection established him into a new status! 
“‘In power’ indicated...Jesus’ divine sonship had been ‘upgraded’ or ‘enhanced’ by the
resurrection, so that he shared more fully in the very power of God, not simply in status…,
but in ‘executive authority,’ able to act on and through people in the way Paul implies
elsewhere (e.g. 8:10; 1 Cor. 15:45; Gal. 2:20; Col. 2:6-7) - Dunn, 14

The Gospel V Pattern (Down, then Up) (cf. Rom. 10:6-8; 2 Cor. 8:9; Gal. 4:4-5; Phil.
2:6-11) 
Movement of the apostle’s creed: 

Conceived by the Holy Spirit (Pre-existence - in contrast to adoptionism) 
Born of a Virgin Mary (Seed of David, cf. Lk. 3:23)



Suffered under Pontius Pilate (Historical event) 
Crucified, Died, and was buried (Human reality) 
He descended into hell (some controversy, but the “hell” reference here is to
“Hades” not the end-time “Gehenna”) 
On the third day, he rose again from the dead (New Creation Inauguration) 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God
(Ascension is Enthronement) 

According to the Spirit of holiness? 

In contrast to “according to the flesh” 
“[This contrast] is part of Paul’s larger salvation-historical framework, in which two
“aeons” or eras are set over against one another: the old era, dominated by sin, death,
and the flesh, and the new era, characterized by rightousness, life, and the
eschatological gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Basically, the Holy Spirit is the gift of new creation and by the Spirit Jesus was
enthroned as King of the World! (aka the gospel!)

"Jesus Christ our Lord"

Jesus - the Man
Christ - the Messiah
Lord - the Master (“cosmic Majesty") 

Paul uses “Lord” 230 times in his letters

What is the Gospel? 
“The gospel is the announcement that God’s kingdom has come in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, the Lord and Messiah, in fulfillment of Israel’s Scriptures.
The gospel evokes faith, repentance, and discipleship; its accompanying effects include
salvation and the gift of the Holy Spirit.” - Michael Bird
“The gospel is the power-releasing story of Jesus’ life, death for sins, resurrection, and
installation as king.” - Matthew Bates
“The gospel is both a declaration of Jesus’ perfect rule, and an invitation to come under that
perfect rule, to make him “our Lord.” - Tim Keller

What is Paul’s Mission?
Paul’s mission has been received as a gift from Jesus (“through whom we have received
grace and apostleship”)

Jesus, the Lord, has given Paul the gift (“grace”) of apostleship…Why? 



1. To bring about the obedience of faith

To bring about (“eis denotes purpose” - Moo, 51) 
“The words ‘obedience’ and ‘faith’ [are] mutually interpreting: obedience always
involves faith, and faith always involves obedience. They should not be equated,
compartmentalized, or made into separate stages of Christian experience.” - Moo, 52
“Real faith is faith in a divine King, to whom we owe our joyful obedience.” - Keller, 14
“We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.” - Martin Luther

Inherent in the word gk. word “faith” (pistis) is the idea of “trust” (Murray) and
“allegiance” (Bates). So “faith alone” should not be understood as a first step
divorced from the good works that are inevitably tied to trust and allegiance in
King Jesus. They simply cannot be separated. They are two sides of the same
coin. 
Our current easy-believism is a testimony to why we should not let “faith alone”
mislead people into some kind of “belief” in a genie Jesus who offers peace and
hope or a conductor Jesus who gets us on the train so that we can sit back,
relax and enjoy the ride. Faith is all-in allegiance and submission, hence why the
response word of the apostles after hearing the gospel is “Repent!” 
“To clarify what faith is…is one of Paul’s chief objectives in this letter.” - (Dunn,
17)

2. For the sake of his name

Again, we are not central to the gospel. It’s not about us! It’s not about our faith and
obedience. It’s about the glory of Christ! 
“’Name’ connotes the person in his or her true character and significance.” - Moo, 53

3. Among all the nations (“Gentiles”) 

Paul will return to this when he writes Romans 15

The New Identity of Roman Christians
v. 6 - “You who are called to belong to Jesus Christ” 

“What is meant is not an ‘invitation’ but the powerful and irresistible reaching out of
God in grace to bring people into his kingdom.” - Moo, 54



Q: What is our only hope in life and death? 
A: That we are not our own, but belong to God! (Jude 1, 21, 24) 

v. 7 - “who are loved by God and called to be his saints” 

These are statements of status! 


