
#15 - Romans 3:9-20
    Who would know Sin, let him repair
Unto Mount Olivet; there shall he see
A man so wrung with pains, that all his hair,
   His skin, his garments bloody be.
Sin is that press and vice, which forceth pain
To hunt his cruel food through every vein
                                         - George Herbert, “The Agonie” 

All, both Jews and Greeks, are under Sin

Sin is a Powerful Slave-Master
“Sin is not so much a collection of individual misdeeds as it is an active,
malevolent agency bent upon despoiling, imprisonment, and death — the utter
undoing of God’s purposes. Misdeeds are signs of that agency at work; they are
not the thing itself. It is “the thing itself” that is our cosmic Enemy.” - Fleming
Rutledge, p. 175

Sin is an Anarchist Ruler to whom we give allegiance.
“Fallen man is not simply an imperfect creature who needs improvement; he is a
rebel who must lay down his arms.” - C.S. Lewis

The Seven Effects of Sin (Tim Keller, p. 67-68) 
*In vv. 10b-18, Paul mainly quotes from Ps. 14:1-3 and Isa. 59:7-8a, although other OT texts
are quoted as well. 

The point of quoting the Old Testament is to merely point out that Paul is saying
nothing new. This has been the overall testimony of Scripture. 

1 . Our legal standing. (v.10) 
2 . Our minds. (v. 11) 

cf. Eph. 4:18

3 . Our motives. (v. 11b)

“Paul isn’t saying: No one seeks for spiritual blessings or No one seeks God to answer
their prayers or No one is seeking to have spiritual power or peace or experiences. He
does not say these things because many, many people do them. What Paul is saying
is: No one, prompted by their own decision and acting in their own ability, wants to
find God.” - Tim Keller, p. 69) 

4 . Our wills. (v. 12)



cf. Is. 53:6 - All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way.

5 . Our tongues. (v. 13)
6 . Our relationships. (v. 14)
7 . Our relationship to God (v. 18) 

“No fear of God” is both a summary of, and the pointer to the antidote for, our sin.” -
Keller, p. 69

“To be in sin, biblically speaking, means something very much more consequential than
wrongdoing; it means being catastrophically separated from the eternal love of God. It means
to be on the other side of an impassable barrier of exclusion from God’s heavenly banquet. It
means to be helplessly trapped inside one’s own worst self, miserably aware of the chasm
between the way we are and the way God intends us to be. It means the continuation of the
reign of greed, cruelty, rapacity, and violence throughout the world.”  - Fleming Rutledge, p.
174

By works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight

Compare with 2:13 - Is Paul contradicting himself? 
2:13 - Paul is making the point act doing law perfectly will justify an individual,
but he goes on to show that no one does that, therefore...
3:20 - by works of the law no human being will be justified. 

Recent Study: 
The Story: A new survey finds that a majority of people who describe
themselves as Christian accept a “works-oriented” means to God’s acceptance.
The Background: A survey conducted by the Cultural Research Center at
Arizona Christian University find that American adults today increasingly adopt a
“salvation-can-be-earned” perspective. A plurality of adults (48 percent) believe
that if a person is generally good, or does enough good things during their life,
they will “earn” a place in heaven. Only one-third of adults (35 percent)
disagree.
A majority of Americans who describe themselves as Christian (52 percent) also
accept a “works-oriented” means to God’s acceptance—even those associated
with churches whose official doctrine says eternal salvation comes only from
embracing Jesus Christ as savior. Almost half of all adults associated with
Pentecostal (46 percent), mainline Protestant (44 percent), and evangelical (41
percent) churches, as well as nearly two-thirds of Catholics (70 percent), hold
that view.

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/blog/2020/08/04/1-in-3-us-adults-embrace-salvation-through-jesus-more-believe-it-can-be-earned/


"Knowledge of sin" is an effect of the law in a Sin-dominated world. (Not necessarily
its purpose) 

“He does not view the attempt to do the law as bad, nor is the doing of the law
wrong. It is people’s failure to do it that creates the problem. ‘Knowledge of
sin,’…does not simply mean that the law defines sin; rather, what is meant is
that the law gives to people an understanding of ’sin’ (singular) as a power that
holds everyone in bondage and brings guilt and condemnation. The law
presents people with the demand of God. In our constant failure to attain the
goal of the demand, we recognize ourselves to be sinners and justly
condemned as failures.” - Douglas Moo, 210

How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain I could not climb
                               - Phil Wickham, Living Hope   *Listen to rest of the song for joy and
celebration! 


