
GOD IS WITH YOU IN THE ORDINARY

WATCH VIDEO

GET TALKING
What was the last request you made to God? Was it for something big? Something small? Have
you ever caught yourself apologizing to God for your requests? “I know you might not care about
this . . .”; “I know this doesn’t really matter in the grand scheme of things . . .”; “I know this seems
like such a silly request . . .”

Why do we do this? Why are we so hesitant to pray for the “small things” in life?

DISCUSS
Invite someone to read the following verses aloud. Listen for fresh insights as you hear the verses
being read, and then discuss the questions that follow.

“6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7 Indeed,
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many
sparrows.” (Luke 12:6–7).

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” (Philippians 4:6).

“Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.” (1 Peter 5:7 NLT). What is one key
insight that stands out to you from these passages?

According to these verses, what does God care about when it comes to your life?

DIG INTO JOHN 2:1-11
1. John starts things off in his Gospel with a sign from Christ that seems . . . ordinary. What

situation prompted this miracle? What was the “crisis” at hand?

2. What request did Mary make of Jesus? Why do you think Jesus was hesitant at first to answer
her request?

3. How did Mary respond to Jesus when he said, “My hour has not yet come” (John 2:4)? Why do
you think she responded this way? What happened as a result?



4. Have you ever prayed for something specific and did not receive it? If so, how did you respond?
Why do you think God withheld what you wanted?

5. John writes, “What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him” (verse 11). Who believed in Jesus after this
miracle? Why is this significant?

6. What is something new or interesting you learned from Jesus’ miracle of turning water into
wine? How could this apply to your everyday life and your everyday faith?

APPLY IT

John writes, “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know
that we have what we asked of him” (1 John 5:14–15, emphasis added). In the space below, list
major problems that are causing you anxiety in the column labeled “Big.” List small problems that
are causing you anxiety in the column labeled “Small.”

BIG SMALL

Which items on your lists have you recently brought before God in prayer? Which ones have you
not prayed for yet? Why?

What will you do this week to trust God with the ordinary things of your life?

Prayer: Read this prayer aloud or silently to yourself: “God, make me aware of your presence today.
Allow me to hear your voice while I work, spend time with friends, do chores, or take care of my
family. I confess I don’t always believe you care about the regular moments of my life, but I need
help even in the smallest things, such as my attitude, energy level, patience, and work. Remind
me to surrender every fear and anxiety to you, no matter how small it is. Thank you for caring
about me and the ordinary parts of my life. Thank you for being a good Father.”



GOD IS WITH YOU WHEN YOU ARE STUCK

WATCH VIDEO

GET TALKING
What area of your life do you feel stuck in today? If you’re not currently stuck, can you remember a
time in your past when you did feel this way?

When you find that you are stuck in an area of your life, what are some of your strategies for
getting unstuck?

DISCUSS
Invite someone to read John 3:1-12 aloud. Listen for fresh insights as you hear the verses being
read, and then discuss the questions that follow.

What is one key insight that stands out to you from this passage?

DIG INTO JOHN 4:43-54 AND JOHN 5:1-15
1. John writes about two men who needed a miracle: the official from Capernaum and the

sick man by the pool of Bethesda. Both men were stuck, but for different reasons. What
were those reasons? How have you ever felt stuck in similar ways?

2. How do you think the official was feeling when he pleaded for Jesus to heal his son? Have
you ever been in a similarly desperate situation? Who did you turn to for help?  How did
Jesus respond to the man? How did the man respond to Jesus? Why do you think the man
believed Jesus?

3. The man beside the Pool of Bethesda had been sick for thirty-eight years. What is the
longest period of time you have felt stuck in a bad situation? What were the causes?
How did the duration of your circumstances—whether due to an illness, bad job, empty
bank account, or other reason—affect your motivation to get unstuck?

4. When Jesus saw the man beside the pool, he asked, “Would you like to get well?”(John 5:6,
NLT). It’s an odd question. Why would Jesus ask this question? Our only clue is that the man



had been ill for a long time. It was the duration of the illness that caused Jesus to pose the
question.

5. Have you ever experienced an increase in your faith when you were waiting on something?
Or perhaps a strengthening of your character? Explain.

6. Consider an area of your life in which you feel stuck today. How do you think you became
stuck? What fears and questions coincide with getting unstuck?

APPLY IT
Take a few minutes to list practical steps you could take to get unstuck from a situation where you
feel trapped. Keep in mind that shame and guilt are not good motivators for change. Be kind with
yourself as you think of actions you can handle today and in the days to come.

Have you ever made a small change in your life that made a big difference? If so, what did you do?
What inspired you to make the change? How did it affect your being stuck?

What do you need most during those times when you are waiting for God to act. Do you need
more faith, patience, hope? Ask God to give you those things today.

Prayer: “God, help me in the areas where I feel stuck in life. I don’t always know how to get
unstuck, what to change, or what the first step toward change even is. Show me the small things I
can do now that will make a big difference in my life, in my heart, and in my relationships. Give me
ears to hear and eyes to see so that I can follow in the way of Jesus and not stay stuck forever.
Thank you for loving me where I am and thank you for loving me too much to leave me there. In
Jesus’ name I pray, amen.”



GOD IS WITH YOU IN THE STORM

WATCH VIDEO

GET TALKING
When you are going through a difficult time, are you a glass-half-full or a glass-half-empty kind of
person?

How do you typically weather the storms in your life? What are your coping mechanisms for hard
times? Are your coping mechanisms effective? Why or why not?

DISCUSS
Invite someone to read John 6:16-21 aloud. Listen for fresh insights as you hear the verse being
read, and then discuss the questions that follow.

What is one key insight that stands out to you from this passage?

At what point did Jesus appear to the disciples? What does this tell us about Jesus’ presence in
our own storms?

DIG INTO AND JOHN 6:1-15 AND JOHN 6:16-24
The day that Jesus performed the miracles of feeding the 5,000 and walking on the water had
dawned with the news that John the Baptist had been killed by King Herod. King Herod had also
sent word he wanted to kill Jesus next. How does this context affect the way you view the miracles
Jesus performed? What does this say about who Jesus is?

What represents “so many” in your life right now? Bills, relational problems, questions about your
faith? How does this make you feel? How does it affect your everyday life?

Why do you think it is so tempting to want more than you actually need? Realistically, what do
you need more of in your life today? What do you actually have enough of?



What happened to the boy’s offering in this story of Jesus feeding the 5,000? How could this bring
hope to your own story of “so many”?

Why did Jesus send His disciples ahead after feeding the 5,000?

Even though the storm had not been calmed yet, how do you think the disciples felt when they
realized the man walking on water was Jesus?

Have you ever felt peace in the midst of a storm in your life—not when the storm was over—but in
the middle of it? What caused this peace?

APPLY IT
Have you ever wondered if God sees you? Perhaps you are wondering that now. What makes you
doubt whether or not God knows what you are going through in your life?

What can you do to encourage yourself and others in this group to know that God knows, God
cares, and God acts?

Prayer: “God, thank you for your promise to be with me. Thank you for your promise of I AM. Help
me to cling to this promise today. Help me to see who you are clearly even in the midst of this
storm that has made my life far from clear. Reveal your character to me and show me how to trust
you more. May my heart look more like yours when this storm is over. I say this all in the name of
Jesus, who came to embody the I AM. Amen.”



GOD IS WITH YOU IN THE DARK

WATCH VIDEO

GET TALKING
If you are already a Christ-follower, do you remember the moment you believed in Jesus? Did it
affect how you saw the world or yourself?

DISCUSS
Invite someone to read John 1:1-9 aloud. Listen for fresh insights as you hear the verses being read,
and then discuss the questions that follow.

What is one key insight that stands out to you from this passage?

How are each of us—like John the Baptist—witnesses to the light of Jesus?

DIG INTO AND JOHN 9:1-12
1. What question did the disciples pose to Jesus when they first saw the blind man on the

road? Why do you think they asked this question? What was Jesus’ response?

2. What do you think about Jesus’ reasoning that sometimes we have hardships or ailments
in order to bring glory to God? Have you experienced this in your life or know someone who
has? If so, how has God been glorified in this difficult circumstance?

3. It couldn’t have been pleasant for the man to have Jesus streak saliva-soaked mud on his
eyes. But be forewarned: God still uses less-than-pleasant remedies today to help us see.
Have you ever had to undergo a difficult remedy to see something that God wanted to
show you? If so, what was the remedy? What were you able to see as a result?

4. Why did Jesus choose to heal the blind man? What did the blind man have to do to receive
it? What lesson can you take away from this story?



5. Not everyone was impressed with Jesus healing the blind man. How did the Pharisees treat
the man? Why do you think they responded this way?

6. Have you ever experienced something similar—someone in your life not understanding or
believing in the hope you have in Jesus? What was that experience like for you?

7. What did Jesus do when he discovered the man born blind had been cast out of his
community? What hope does this give you in your own life?

APPLY IT
What is a struggle in your life that you wonder if God sees or cares about? Have you looked for
God in this struggle? Why or why not?

Think about a time when you’ve struggled in the past. In hindsight, can you identify where God
was or how God was working during this time? If so, explain.

Prayer: “God, thank you that you are with me in the dark.  You are with me when I am scared and
when I can’t see a path forward.  Help me to have faith in you and confidence in your ability to
heal and lead me.  Help me to do what you tell me to do and to obey you with great commitment
and boldness.  I pray all of this in the name of my healer and Lord, Jesus.”



GOD IS WITH YOU IN THE VALLEY

WATCH VIDEO

GET TALKING
What was your high point or low point in the last week?

DISCUSS
Invite someone to read John 11:20-27 aloud. Listen for fresh insights as you hear the verses being
read, and then discuss the questions that follow.

What is one key insight that stands out to you from this passage?

What tends to be your reaction when you think about death and the end of your own life? Why do
you think you react this way?

Martha was able to profess her belief in Jesus as the Messiah even this soon after her brother,
Lazarus, had died.  Why do you think her belief in Jesus was still strong at this moment?

DIG INTO JOHN 11:21-17 AND JOHN 14:1-4
1. Why do you think Jesus allowed Lazarus to die before he went back to Bethany?

2. What promises did Jesus make to Martha in this passage? How did Martha respond to this
promise from Christ?

3. What did Jesus do to prove that He is the resurrection and the life?

4. How were the witnesses affected by seeing Lazarus raised from the dead? How did this
accomplish Jesus ’ purpose that the miracle would result in bringing God glory?



5. What does this miracle teach us about our life with Jesus both today and forever?

APPLY IT
In John 14:1-4, Why does Jesus say the disciples do not need to be troubled about death? What
does he say that he is preparing for them?

How does this help you face the everyday troubles of life and also the end-of-life fears?

Prayer: Father, you are the God of life and light. Death does not discourage you. You are not
bound by time. You have been and always will be. My human brain has difficulty understanding
the concept of death and heaven and eternity. Sometimes it makes me feel afraid. Sometimes it
makes me hopeful. Sometimes I avoid thinking about it altogether. Today, I give you all of my
concerns, doubts, and fears surrounding death. I pray for peace in my spirit and hope in my heart.
I pray for understanding, and when I don’t have understanding, I pray for the peaceful presence of
Christ. Thank you that death is not the end of my story and that in Christ, I can spend eternity with
you. In his name, I pray, amen.”



GOD IS WITH YOU WHEN YOU NEED GRACE

WATCH VIDEO

GET TALKING
We often say, “ I have to see it to believe it. ” Are you this type of person? Or does faith come easily
for you? Explain.

DISCUSS
Invite someone to read John 18:15-18 and John 18:25-27-27 aloud. Listen for fresh insights as you
hear the verses being read, and then discuss the questions that follow.

What is one key insight that stands out to you from this passage?

What events related in this passage led up to Peter’s denial of Christ?

DIG INTO JOHN 18:15-27 AND JOHN 21:15-19
1. Even though Jesus prepared the disciples for what would happen to him, they still

abandoned him the night of his arrest and during his trial and crucifixion. Why do you
think the disciples did this? What was motivating them?

2. Peter had boldly cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant when Jesus was arrested in the
Garden of Gethsemane. Why do you think Peter so soon afterward denied even knowing
Christ?

3. In what ways can you relate to Peter’s experience?  Why are we bold in some situations and
deny our faith or our Savior in other situations?

4. What are some ways that believers deny Jesus today?

5. What is symbolic about the way Jesus restored Peter to himself? What does this say about
Jesus ’ character? What does it say about his willingness to extend grace?



6. If the distance between Jesus and Peter consisted of a hundred steps, Christ took
ninety-nine and a half. But Peter still had to take his step. What was that step that Peter
had to take? What does this say about the part we play in our restoration?

7. When Jesus restored Peter, what did He command Him to do?

APPLY IT
Consider Peter’s story in the context of your faith. Are you ashamed of any failure from your past
that is keeping you from being in communion with God? Or ashamed of any doubts that you
have? If so, what one step could you take toward Jesus today?

As you close this study, what are one or two valuable truths you would like to share that you have
learned through our look at Jesus’ ministry to us?  What have you learned about God?  What have
you learned about yourself?

Prayer: God, help me to follow Jesus and to trust Him in all situations.  Thank you for the lessons
that you have taught me through this study and thank you for your grace that never runs dry.
Help me to be changed by your grace and to follow you with all of my life.  In Jesus’ name, I pray,
amen.”


