
Unlikely King
8-Sept: Seek first the Kingdom

6-7th

Series Summary: The People in Jesus’
time had all of these expectations of
who the Messiah would be and what
kind of kingdom he should usher in.
But He was not the Messiah they had
in mind. Instead, Jesus and his
Kingdom were better, and here is why.

Big Idea/Question: They wanted a
messiah to give them what they
wanted. Instead, Jesus gave them all
they would ever need, himself.

Get Them Talking: What is an item in your life that you love and cherish?

Today we see Jesus use the analogy of a treasured item to show us how we are to
value Jesus and His kingdom.

Matthew 13:44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought
that field.

Matthew 13:45-46 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine
pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he
had and bought it.

What is Jesus saying in these Passages? What is Jesus commanding us to do?



Leader Note: These parables teach that the kingdom of heaven is so valuable that
the wise are willing to sacrifice anything in order to gain it. Jesus is more valuable
than anything else in our lives or even in this world. The question is: do we realize
that and act accordingly?

Jesus is teaching us that He is the greatest treasure. He is more valuable than
anything else we could ever possess. How do you know if you value Jesus above all
else? What does it look like to value Jesus above everything else?

How do you know if you are placing Jesus second or third in your life?

What do we commonly value above Jesus? What do we treat like a hidden treasure?

Leader Note: Many, if not all, sixth and seventh graders are consumed with the
all-important questions of “who cares about me” or “who accepts me”? They will not
admit this. But I promise those questions to drive their actions. Try to steer the
question to help them see that acceptance (while not a bad thing) can easily
become a “treasure” we value above Jesus.

Introspective Question: If you are 100% honest with yourself what do you value
above Jesus?

VIDEO TEACHING

Talk is Cheap: It is one thing to say we value Jesus above all else. It is a whole other
matter to show that we value him by our actions and lives. One of the ways we find
out what we value, even above Jesus, is our worry.

Matt 6:25-27 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to
your life?

We are commanded to not worry! This is not a suggestion, but a command. Here
is why.

Matt 6:28-32 Summary - Because when we worry we question God’s ability to
provide and his love for us.



This is a problem when we realize how much Jesus' power and love were
proven on the Cross.

Matt 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

What is something that you worry about often?

Leader Note: This is not a guilt trip for worrying. We all worry! But that does not
mean that we do not take worry seriously and realize that worrying about anything
may mean that we are letting something in our lives consume us and keep us from
seeking first the Kingdom of God.

Can you seek Jesus above all else and be consumed by worry?

Leader Note: What we are getting at in the above question is that whatever we
worry about we value. Why else would we worry about it? But what Jesus is teaching
here is that a life consumed by worry comes from questioning God’s love and ability
to provide for us. It is one thing for us to say we know that God loves us and will
provide for us, but it is another for us to show that in our lives by our lack of worry.

Does your worry show that you are valuing something above Christ?

What do you need to begin to do to value Jesus above all else? This needs to be very
practical and concrete.


