
Unlikely King
15-Sept: Seek first the Kingdom

6-7th

Series Summary: The People in Jesus’
time had all of these expectations of
who the Messiah would be and what
kind of kingdom he should usher in.
But He was not the Messiah they had
in mind. Instead, Jesus and his
Kingdom were better, and here is why.

Big Idea/Question: They wanted to
know what Jesus required of them.
Instead, Jesus showed them that His
deep love for us leads to sacrificial love
for people.

LIVE TEACHING

Get Them Talking: How would you finish this sentence? Because I am a follower of
Jesus I __________?

There are plenty of great answers to this question. However, today we are going to
look at a very key answer to this question we cannot miss.

Matthew 22:34-36 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees
got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

This is a great question; however, they had impure motives in asking it.



Matthew 22:37-39 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Our love for God motivates our love for people.

Transition: How do we show that love for people?

How do we show our love for people? How do we go about loving our neighbor as
ourselves? Be specific and practical.

Matt 18:21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

Why did Peter ask this question? What is wrong with the likely motives behind
Peter’s question?

Leader Note: Peter knew well that to follow Jesus meant showing mercy. But he
wanted to know how far this mercy went. Essentially Peter was asking “how merciful
do I have to be before I give them what they deserve.” Peter was ok with a calculated
rational kind of mercy, but sacrificial mercy made him uncomfortable.  Peter may
have even had a specific person in mind that he believed he could not forgive any
longer.

Have you ever felt like Peter or asked a similar question?

Matt 18:22-27 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten
thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the
master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to
repay the debt. 26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with
me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on
him, canceled the debt and let him go.

Vs 27 - What is Jesus teaching when he told Peter to forgive 77 times?

Leader Note: Jesus’ answer did not mean his followers ought to keep count up to
seventy-seven times; rather, this statement means not to keep track of numbers at
all. There ought to be no limit to a believer’s willingness to forgive another believer



(within the confines of the steps set out above in helping to restore straying
believers, 18:15–20). All believers ought to willingly forgive, for all believers have
already been forgiven far beyond their comprehension, as the following parable
shows.1

How are we like the servant who had a great debt canceled?

Leader Note: Jesus is teaching the Gospel in this passage. Jesus paid our sin debt on
the cross, a debt that we could never pay on our own. However, if we go about life
refusing to forgive others for their wrongs (their debts) we are hypocrites that do not
realize how much we have been forgiven.

Matt 18:28-35 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay
back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and
begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead,
he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31
When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went
and told their master everything that had happened. 32 “Then the master called the
servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you
begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had
on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he
should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you
unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

How would you summarize this parable of Jesus into your own words?

Why are forgiveness and mercy so crucial to Jesus’ command to love your neighbor
as yourself? Can we love our neighbors as ourselves if we do not forgive them?

What do you find the hardest to forgive someone of?

1 Barton, B., Comfort, P., Osborne, G., Taylor, L. K., & Veerman, D. (2001). Life Application
New Testament Commentary (p. 84). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale.


