
Peer Relationships: How to Make Friends
September 1, 2021

Scripture: Matthew 12:33-37, Matthew 7:20, Proverbs 12:26
Story Point: Be choosy when you’re choosing friends.

SOCIAL/FAMILY TABLE TIME (serve pizza,
put names on water bottles, trash and clean
up/wipe down tables and wash hands)

● Introduce yourself and welcome kids by
name.

● Ask kids to share what happened during
their day at school, home, etc.

● Ask kids to share their favorite thing about
their new teacher.

● Ask kids to share who their friends are and
which class their friends are in.

● For fun:  What kind of snacks would you
share with a new friend?  Why?

SMALL GROUP
Read:  Matthew 12:33-37, Matthew 7:20

Say: We are going to read the Bible Story
from our Bible today first.  Our story is in the
Book of Matthew.  Who can tell me where
Matthew is in the Bible?  (Show the table of
contents and how to find where Matthew is.
Talk about the Old Testament - before Jesus
and the New Testament - Jesus’ life and after
his death and resurrection.) Which section of
the Bible is Matthew in?  (New Testament -
we can remember that the New Testament
starts with Matthew, then Mark, then Luke
and finishes the gospels with John.)

So, open your Bible halfway and then keep
flipping toward the back.  Look at the top of
the page,  Matthew is the first book in the
New Testament.  Now we need to look at the
numbers.  The big number in bold is the
chapter  so we need to find a big 12.  The little
numbers closer to the words are called
verses, we are looking for 33-37.  Everyone
find it?  Help each other if you found it in your
Bible.  Now let’s read it together.

Today I will read it to you, in the future we can
get you guys to take turns reading it to
everyone.

33 Make a tree good and its fruit will be good,
or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad,
for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 34 You
brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say
anything good? For the mouth speaks what
the heart is full of. 35 A good man brings
good things out of the good stored up in him,
and an evil man brings evil things out of the
evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that
everyone will have to give account on the day
of judgment for every empty word they have
spoken. 37 For by your words you will be
acquitted, and by your words you will be
condemned.” Matthew 12:33-37

20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize
them. Matthew 7:20

Say: Let’s open your Impact Kids book and
read it again together.  After we read it again,
there is a place for you to draw a picture of
what we read.  While you draw I am going to
play our Bible video.  Maybe it can help you
know how to draw what you have read. (Pass
out pencils and provide crayons for kids to
draw the Bible Story)

Watch Bible Video- Roku/DVD

Say: Our story point today is:  Be choosy
when you’re choosing best friends.  Let’s say
that together:  “Be choosy when you’re
choosing best friends.”  Let’s go back to your
picture you drew today.



What does fruit and choosing friends have
in common? Remember this whole year we
are talking about how to do better and
different because we believe in Jesus.  One
way we can do better is by being choosy
when we choose best friends.

Discussion Questions

● Which fruits are respectful to God, and
which aren’t? (respectful: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, faithfulness, self-control -
Galatians 5:22-23, not respectful:
impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry,
sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, selfish ambition,
dissension, division, envy, drunkenness,
wild parties, sexual immorality -
Galatians 5:19-21)

● Which good fruits do you look for in a
friend? (answers will vary)

● What do you think is good about a best
friend who loves God? (answers will vary)

● Let’s read Proverbs 12:26 together in our
Bibles.  “The Godly give good advice to
their friends; the wicked lead them
astray.”  In this verse, what do you think
“astray” means?  (to go the wrong way)

● What can you do if someone shows a lot
of bad fruit, but they still want to be your
best friend?  (pray for them, be kind to
them, and spend time with them when
you have other godly friends around)

● What do you think happens when you
spend lots of time with friends who
make wrong choices?  (remind kids of
the Bible story about bad fruit, answers
may vary)

● What is one thing you can do this week
to help you work on how to choose
friends?

Pray
● Ask kids to share things they’d like to

pray about.
● Show them where they can write prayer

requests in their Impact Kids Book.
Write them down in your leader guide as
well.

● Pray together over the prayer requests.

“God, thank You for helping us be godly
best friends, and for helping us make
new friends.  In Jesus name, Amen!”

Dismiss
● Connect with families picking up their

kids.  Share something positive about
their kid today.

● Encourage families to do the Family
Challenge together throughout the next
few weeks.  QR codes are available at
checkin and the guide is available on the
website and Parkway App.
(https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/861)

https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/861


Peer Relationships: Who are my Real Friends?
September 8, 2021

Scripture: Ruth 1: 8-9, 14-17, Proverbs 17:17
Story Point: Good friends are loyal.

SOCIAL/FAMILY TABLE TIME (serve pizza,
put names on water bottles, trash and clean
up/wipe down tables and wash hands)

● Introduce yourself and welcome kids by
name.

● Ask kids to share what happened during
their day at school, home, etc.

● Ask kids to share their favorite thing about
PE.

● Ask kids to share who their new friends are
at school and here at small group.

● For fun:  What game do you love to play with
family or friends?  Why?

SMALL GROUP
Read:  Ruth 1:8-9, 14-17

Say: We are going to read the Bible Story
from our Bible today first.  Our story is in the
Book of Ruth.  Who can tell me where Ruth is
in the Bible?  (Show the table of contents and
how to find where Ruth is.  Talk about the Old
Testament - before Jesus and the New
Testament - Jesus’ life and after his death and
resurrection.) Which section of the Bible is
Ruth in?  (Old Testament - we can remember
that the Old Testament starts with Genesis
and the Books of the Law, Ruth is right after
in the time of the Judges.)

So, open your Bible to the beginning and
then keep flipping toward the back.  Look at
the top of the page,  Ruth is after Joshua and
Judges.  Now we need to look at the
numbers.  The big number in bold is the
chapter  so we need to find a big 1.  The little
numbers closer to the words are called
verses, we are looking for 8-9 and 14-17.
Everyone find it?  Help each other if you
found it in your Bible.  Now let’s read it
together.  Today I will read it to you, in the
future we can get you guys to take turns
reading it to everyone.

8 Then Naomi said to her two
daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to
your mother’s home. May the Lord show you
kindness, as you have shown kindness to your
dead husbands and to me. 9 May the Lord
grant that each of you will find rest in the
home of another husband.” Then she kissed
them goodbye and they wept aloud.
Ruth 1:8-9

14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah
kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth
clung to her.15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your
sister-in-law is going back to her people and
her gods. Go back with her.”16 But Ruth
replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn
back from you. Where you go I will go, and
where you stay I will stay. Your people will be
my people and your God my God. 17 Where
you die I will die, and there I will be buried.
May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so
severely, if even death separates you and me.”
Ruth 1:14-17

Say: Let’s open your Impact Kids book and
read it again together.  While we read it
together, I want you to take a highlighter
from our box and highlight the name of each
person in this story today.  (Orpah, Ruth, and
Naomi)   (Pass out highlighters to highlight
the names in the Bible Story)Let’s watch our
video together now to learn more about this
story together.

Watch Bible Video- Roku/DVD

Say: Our story point today is:  Good friends
are loyal.  Let’s say that together:  “Good
friends are loyal.”  Looking at the names  you
highlighted in your Impact Kids book, who
would you say is most loyal?  (Ruth- she
stayed with her mother-in-law and even
chose to worship her God.  God saw this and
blessed Ruth through this, because her son
Obed, was an ancestor to David, in the line of
Jesus.  This is what Kinsman Redeemer
means.  God made a way for Ruth to be part



of Jesus’ family.)  Remember this whole year
we are talking about how to do better and
different because we believe in Jesus.  One
way we can do better is by being a loyal
friend and choosing friends who will be loyal
to Jesus first.

Discussion Questions
● What does it mean to be loyal?  (Be

honest, be kind, and be there for friends-
even if it’s not fun for you.)

● Give some examples of ways to be loyal.
(Ideas:  Be there for friends even when
it’s not fun, keep promises, stand up for
them, help them, etc.)

● Name some actions you think are not
loyal.  (Ideas: Leaving people out, making
fun of them, saying you’re not friends
any more, breaking promises, lying, etc.)

● Let’s read Proverbs 17:17 together.  “A
friend is always loyal, and a brother is
born to help in time of need.”  In this
verse, what do good brothers, sisters,
and friends do?  (Stay loyal and help
when you need it.)

● How is God loyal to us?  (Ideas:  He
listens, forgives, keeps His promises, sent
Jesus to die for our sins,  Because it is
God’s character to always be loyal, we
can know that He is always loyal.  Look
back at the Bible story from today, how
did that show God is loyal?)

● Name a loyal friend or family member.
What can you learn from them about
being loyal?  (answers may vary)

● Talk about a time you were a loyal friend.
How can we be loyal even when your
friend is not kind or upset?  (ask them
what they need, pray with them, listen
to them, ask God to help them, etc.)

● What is one thing you can do this week
to help you be more loyal?

Pray
● Ask kids to share things they’d like to

pray about.
● Show them where they can write prayer

requests in their Impact Kids Book.
Write them down in your leader guide as
well.

● Pray together over the prayer requests.

“God, thank You for love and loyalty to us.
Help us show it to others.  In Jesus

name, Amen!”

Dismiss
● Connect with families picking up their

kids.  Share something positive about
their kid today.

● Encourage families to do the Family
Challenge together throughout the next
few weeks.  QR codes are available at
checkin and the guide is available on the
website and Parkway App.
(https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/861)

https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/861


Peer Relationships: Love Everyone?
September 15, 2021

Scripture: Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 5:44
Story Point: Love everyone because God loves you.

SOCIAL/FAMILY TABLE TIME (serve pizza,
put names on water bottles, trash and clean
up/wipe down tables and wash hands)

● Introduce yourself and welcome kids by
name.

● Ask kids to share what happened during
their day at school, home, etc.

● Ask kids to share their favorite thing about
lunch at school.

● Ask kids to share who their new friends are
at school and group.

● For fun:  If you made a Meme about your
friends, what would it say?

SMALL GROUP
Read:  Romans 12:9-21

Say: We are going to read the Bible Story
from our Bible today first.  Our story is in the
Book of Romans.  Who can tell me where
Romans is in the Bible?  (Show the table of
contents and how to find where Romans is.
Talk about the Old Testament - before Jesus
and the New Testament - Jesus’ life and after
his death and resurrection.) Which section of
the Bible is Romans in?  (New Testament - we
have the first four books, the Gospels and
then Acts and Romans)

So, open your Bible to the middle and then
keep flipping toward the back.  Look at the
top of the page,  Romans is after Acts.  Now
we need to look at the numbers.  The big
number in bold is the chapter  so we need to
find a big 12.  The little numbers closer to the
words are called verses, we are looking for
9-21.  Everyone find it?  Help each other if you
found it in your Bible.  Now let’s read it
together.  Today we will take turns reading
chunks of the passage.  Who wants to go
first?

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil;
cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one
another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but
keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful
in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who
are in need. Practice hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and
do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live
in harmony with one another. Do not be
proud, but be willing to associate with people
of low position. Do not be conceited.

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful
to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live
at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take
revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for
God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the
contrary:

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals
on his head.”

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good. Romans 12:9-21

Say: Let’s open your Impact Kids book and
think of ways we can write this in our own
words. Let’s take each paragraph and write
one sentence or phrase to help us remember
what it is saying.  (example:  Paragraph 1- love
defined, Paragraph 2- what joy looks like
(bless, rejoice, harmony, do not be proud)
Paragraph 3- live at peace with everyone
Paragraph 4- show love so others can know
Jesus too) (Pass out pencils so kids can write
their summary from the Bible Story)



Let’s watch our video together now to learn
more about this story together.

Watch Bible Video- Roku/DVD

Say: Our story point today is:  Love everyone
because God loves you.  Let’s say that
together:  “Love everyone because God loves
you”  Looking at the your summary in your
Impact Kids book, do you think the Bible
show us how to love everyone?   Remember
this whole year we are talking about how to
do better and different because we believe in
Jesus.  One way we can do better is by loving
everyone and choosing to show them Jesus
in all we do and say.

Discussion Questions
● What does Romans say  you should do for

your enemies?  (Pray for them, feed them,
give them a drink, be kind, etc.)

● What do you think you should do if
someone is mean to you and won’t listen
to you?  (Ideas: get help from an adult,
love them, pray for them, etc.)

● Hurt people hurt people.  What do you
think that means? ( Answers may vary- be
careful to redirect unkind words as kids
talk about how they have seen this,
remind kids that in our Code we are
trusted and trustworthy, we don’t talk
about things people say in group at school
or around town, if you think this question
could lead the group to gossip, go to the
next question)

● What can you do if you get help, love
someone, pray for them and they still
aren’t kind? (keep getting help, loving
them, and praying for them, remember
our Bible story for today we can do
different and better because we are
growing to be more like Jesus.)

● Let’s read Matthew 5:44 together.  “Love
you enemies.  Pray for those who hurt
you.”  Who do you think your enemies are?
(anyone who hurts you or is mean to you.)
What does this say you should do for your
enemies?  (love them and pray for them.

The Bible keeps telling us the same thing
in different places.  What do you think that
means?  - pay attention and obey)

● What do you think will help you be kind to
people when they’re mean to you? (how
can we use what we learned from the
Bible today to practice this week?)

● Think of someone who has been mean to
you? Don’t say it out loud right now.
Based on our Bible verse today, what do
you think I am going to ask you to do with
that name?  Right, we are going to pray
for them.

Pray
● Ask kids to write the name of the mean

person to pray for.
● Ask kids to share things they’d like to

pray about.
● Show them where they can write prayer

requests in their Impact Kids Book.
Write them down in your leader guide as
well.

● Pray together over the prayer requests.

“God, thank You for Your strength and
power to help us be kind to everyone.  In

Jesus name, Amen!”

Dismiss
● Connect with families picking up their

kids.  Share something positive about
their kid today.

● Encourage families to do the Family
Challenge together throughout the next
few weeks.  QR codes are available at
checkin and the guide is available on the
website and Parkway App.
(https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/861)

https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/861


Peer Relationships: If My Family is Fighting
September 22, 2021

Scripture: Matthew 5:38-42, Romans 14:19
Story Point: I can have peace even if my family fights.

SOCIAL/FAMILY TABLE TIME (serve pizza,
put names on water bottles, trash and clean
up/wipe down tables and wash hands)

● Introduce yourself and welcome kids
by name.

● Ask kids to share what happened
during their day at school, home, etc.

● Ask kids to share their favorite thing
about school.

● Ask kids to share who their new
friends are at school and in this group.

● For fun:  Which would you rather play:
Ping-pong, Go Fish, or Checkers?
Why?

SMALL GROUP
Read:  Matthew 5:38-42

Say: We are going to read the Bible Story
from our Bible today first.  Our story is in the
Book of Matthew.  Who can tell me where
Matthew is in the Bible?  (Show the table of
contents and how to find where Matthew is.
Talk about the Old Testament - before Jesus
and the New Testament - Jesus’ life and after
his death and resurrection.) Which section of
the Bible is Matthew in?  (New Testament -
we can remember that the New Testament
starts with Matthew, then Mark, then Luke
and finishes the gospels with John.)

So, open your Bible halfway and then keep
flipping toward the back.  Look at the top of
the page,  Matthew is the first book in the
New Testament.  Now we need to look at the
numbers.  The big number in bold is the
chapter  so we need to find a big 5.  The little
numbers closer to the words are called
verses, we are looking for 38-42.  Everyone
find it?  Help each other if you found it in your
Bible.  Now let’s read it together.

Who wants to read it to us today?

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do
not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you
on the right cheek, turn to them the other
cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue
you and take your shirt, hand over your coat
as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile,
go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one
who asks you, and do not turn away from the
one who wants to borrow from you.
Matthew 5:38-42

19 “So let us do all we can to live in peace.
And let us work hard to build up one
another.” Romans 14:19

Say: Let’s open your Impact Kids book and
read it again together.  The first section we
read in Matthew is important to remember as
people are fighting around you.  One way you
can find comfort in those times is to
memorize scripture and say it to yourself in
that situation.  Today let’s practice saying
Romans 14:19 together until you have it
memorized.  Now let’s watch this video to
help find ways to think different and better
when people are fighting.

Watch Bible Video- Roku/DVD

Say: Our story point today is: I can have
peace even if my family fights.  Let’s say that
together:  “I can have peace even if my family
fights.”  Let’s go back to the scriptures we
read today.

What do you think it means to live in
peace? Remember this whole year we are
talking about how to do better and different
because we believe in Jesus.  One way we can
do better is by choosing our response in hard
circumstances.



Discussion Questions

● Are you more likely to join in on fights or
try to get away from fights?  (answers
will vary)

● What might help you calm down and
feel God’s peace if other people are
fighting?  (Ideas:  taking deep breaths,
praying, exercising, talking with a
trusted adult or friend, remembering
the verse from Romans we are going to
memorize this week, thinking of a safe
place, etc.-  if at anytime a kid gives you
information that you think you should
report, please do so (you can talk to your
campus leader first, but they will ask you
to call and report it as well.)

● What do you think it means to live in
peace?  (Ideas:  choose to be kind, help
others forgive, show love, etc.)

● Is there good advice you might share if
someone is fighting with someone in
their family (parents are fighting,
fighting with a parent, fighting with a
sibling or other family member)?
(answers will vary, please remind them
of the Code, respected (kind words
when possible)and trusted(nothing
shared here goes to school or public)?

● Name two trusted adults/leaders you
can talk to if youR family is fighting and
you need help. (Ideas:teacher at school,
small group leader, campus leader,
counselor at school, nurse at school)

● Name one thing you can do this week to
help build up someone in your family.

Pray
● Ask kids to share things they’d like to

pray about.  Make sure to pray about
anything that came out in the
discussion today.

● Show them where they can write prayer
requests in their Impact Kids Book.
Write them down in your leader guide as
well.

● Pray together over the prayer requests.

“God, thank You for giving us peace, even if
the people around us are fighting.

Please help us to build others up. In
Jesus name, Amen!”

Dismiss
● Connect with families picking up their

kids.  Share something positive about
their kid today.

● Encourage families to do the Family
Challenge together throughout the next
few weeks.  QR codes are available at
checkin and the guide is available on the
website and Parkway App.
(https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/861)

https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/861

