
 

 
 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD | John 10 
 
Memory Verse:  25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
JOHN 14:25-26 
Big Picture Question:  What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? 
Bottom Line:  I live for Jesus because He died for me. 
Christ Connection:  Jesus is the Good Shepherd. God sent Him to rescue sinners. Jesus laid down His life 
for His sheep so they could have forgiveness and eternal life. When we believe in Jesus, we are His sheep 
who listen to, follow, and obey Him. 
 

10 Minutes SOCIAL: SETTING THE TONE OF THE EXPERIENCE 
Throw Throw Burrito 
What You Need: Game box, foam balls or bean bags (2 per group) 
What You Do: 

● Follow directions in the game box. 
What You Say ” That was so much fun.  You guys are really good at playing games together.  In our stories 
coming up we are going to talk about things Jesus did well.  He was a good teacher, shepherd, and miracle worker. 
Let’s get our stuff cleaned up and get ready to watch our video today.” 

  
10 Minutes Worship: CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING 
SONGS, OFFERING AND PRAYER 
15 Minutes LARGE GROUP: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH IN ENGAGING WAYS 
SERIES THEME 
In this series, we are looking at the teachings of Jesus and the difference that they make in our lives.   
TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE 
 I live for Jesus because He died for me. 

CONTEXT 

Jesus’ teaching caused division among the Jews. They argued about who He was and where He had come from. 
Had He really come from God?  Was He crazy or demon-possessed?  InJohn 10, Jesus taught about Himself by 
using ta comparison that is found throughout the Old Testament: the Lord as the Shepherd of His people. 

In Bible times, shepherding was a common occupation.  Leaders of nations- even non-Israelite nations- would 
refer to themselves as shepherds of the people.  Yet Old Testament prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel 
criticized Israel’s leaders for failing to shepherd God’s people well.  The Israelites were like sheep- helpless and 
wandering- and they longed for a truly good shepherd. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who provides abundant life for His sheep.  A Shepherd would gather his sheep at 
night and form a pen to keep the sheep in and to keep wild animals and thieves out.  The shepherd would lay 
across the opening.  Like a shepherd provides safety for his sheep, Jesus provides salvation and eternal life. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep.  A shepherd protects his sheep from wolves 
and other wild animals, even at risk of his own life. Jesus gave up His life on the cross to rescue sinners from sin 
and death. 

Finally, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep.  Even when two or more flocks gathered in a pen, a 

 



 

shepherd could call for his sheep and they would respond to the sound of his voice. Jesus knows His sheep 
personally.   

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, came to do His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and rise again so that we might be 
saved.  We can live sacrificially as we point others to the sacrifice Jesus made for us. 

TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS 
● Jesus didn’t come to just to teach.  He can to die for us. 
● When Jesus died on the cross, He paid the price for our sins. 
● Believing in Jesus is our first step in following Him. 
● After we believe we listen to His voice to follow and obey Him. 
● Bottom Line:  I live for Jesus because He died for me. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. God sent Him to rescue sinners. Jesus laid down His life for His sheep so they could 
have forgiveness and eternal life. When we believe in Jesus, we are His sheep who listen to, follow, and obey 
Him. 

PRAYER AND TIME OF COMMITMENT 
Give kids a chance to believe in Jesus for the first time. Remind them that God loves them so 
much that He sent Jesus to earth to pay for their sins. Lead them to pray as you pray. Pray that 
believers will submit their lives to the Holy Spirit, follow Jesus, and tell others about Him. 

 
25 Minutes SMALL GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Discussion Questions: 

● How will sheep know their shepherd?  (by his voice, John 10:3-4) 
● Why does a thief come?  (only to steal, kill, and destroy; John 10:10) 
● What does the Good Shepherd do? (lays down his life for the sheep, John 10:15) 
● Why do you think Jesus compares people to sheep? Guide kids to understand that 

sheep are animals that need guidance.  On their own, they cannot thrive.  Help 
them understand that using the imagery of sheep also calls back to Psalm 23 and 
Old Testament figures like David, Moses, and Jacob. 

● How can we become part of Jesus’ flock? Guide kids to see that Jesus’ flock 
includes all people who have faith in Jesus.  We cannot earn salvation, but God gives 
it freely to all who believe the truth of the gospel.  Remind kids that salvation comes 
by grace through faith. 

● How do you feel knowing that no one can snatch us from Jesus?   Lead kids to 
find and read John 10:28.  Guide kids to discuss their feelings.  Help them see that 
everyone who has faith in Jesus had eternal life.  Explain to them that Jesus’ promise 
is not based on our behavior but onHis power and goodness.  Share your thoughts 
about these promises. 

Activity: Cotton Ball Toss 
What You Need bag of cotton balls 
What You Do: 

● Form 2 teams of kids. 
● Scatter cotton balls on a table and invite team 1 to stand around the table. 
● Team 2 should stand behind team 1. 
● Explain that when you say “go”, team 1 will toss the cotton ball “sheep” to clear the table. 
● Kids may only have one cotton ball in their hand at a time. 

 



 

● Team 2’s job is to collect the “sheep” and put them back on the table.  Play for several 
minutes. 

● Play ends if team 2 places all of the sheep on the table.  
● Then instruct the teams to switch roles and play again. 

 
What You Say “The team gathering sheep were like shepherds.  The Bible describes Jesus as a 
shepherd.  Jesus said that His sheep hear His voice and know Him.  We can hear God’s words to us 
when we read the Bible.  That is the key way that God “Speaks” to us today.  When we read God’s 
Word, we learn more about Him and how He wants us to live.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd who 
cares for His people.  If you have faith that Jesus died for your sin and rose again on the third day 
and you need this Savior, you are part of His flock, and the Bible is God’s voice speaking to you. 
Let’s look at our discussion questions to talk about this more.” 

Activity: Memory Verse Activity 
What You Need: Memory Verse Poster, minute to win it games (choose one) 
 
What You Do: 

● Set up the minute to win it game of your choice today. 
● Use the masking tape to mark a tossing line. 
● Ask kids to line up behind the taped line. 
● As kids come up to the line, they have 1 minute to say the memory verse, if they get it mostly 

correct they can take a turn trying the minute to win it game.  
● The next person in line gets a turn next. 
● If you want to keep score ask kids to keep track of how many balls made it in the cups or were 

shot. 

What You Say ” Jesus spoke our memory verse to His disciples before He went to the cross.  Jesus 
wanted them to know what to expect.  Jesus knew that they would have trouble remembering all the 
wonderful things He taught about God and God’s kingdom.  That’s why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to 
help us.  He lives within us when we believe in Jesus for life, and He helps us understand and 
remember God’s truth.” 

 
Pray and Dismiss: 
What You Need: no supplies needed 
What You Say: 
““God, thank You for sending Jesus.  Help us love and trust Him each day.  Give us courage to obey.  Amen.” 
 
5 Minutes HOME: PROMPTING ACTION BEYOND THE EXPERIENCE 
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage your kids to tell their parents about our Big Picture Question:  What did 
Jesus teach when He was on earth?  Jesus taught about God and His kingdom.  He taught that all 
Scripture is about Him.  Encourage families to pick up the Family Study Guide online or on the slat wall. 

 

 


