
 

 
 

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT PRAYER | Luke 11; 18 
 
Memory Verse:  25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
JOHN 14:25-26 
Big Picture Question:  What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? 
Bottom Line:  I count on God to do what is right. 
Christ Connection:  Jesus taught us to pray. Because of Jesus, we can pray to God as a Father and ask 
for what we need. We can trust that God is good and loving, and we can count on Him to do what is 
right. 
 

10 Minutes SOCIAL: SETTING THE TONE OF THE EXPERIENCE 
Throw Throw Burrito 
What You Need: Game box, foam balls or bean bags (2 per group) 
What You Do: 

● Follow directions in the game box. 
What You Say ” That was so much fun.  You guys are really good at playing games together.  In our stories 
coming up we are going to talk about things Jesus did well.  He was a good teacher, shepherd, and miracle worker. 
Let’s get our stuff cleaned up and get ready to watch our video today.” 

  
10 Minutes Worship: CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING 
SONGS, OFFERING AND PRAYER 
15 Minutes LARGE GROUP: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH IN ENGAGING WAYS 
SERIES THEME 
In this series, we are looking at the teachings of Jesus and the difference that they make in our lives.   
TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE 
I count on God to do what is right. 

CONTEXT 

Prayer is personal communication with God.  Many people aren’t sure how to pray or feel uncomfortable 
praying.  To pray effectively, then we must be taught how to pray.  This is why Jesus’ disciples asked Him to 
teach them to pray. 

Jesus began with the Lord’s Prayer, not to establish the words we should use but to show how we should pray 
and what we should pray about.  Through prayer, we demonstrate our dependence on and faith in the Lord. 
We should approach God as a Father and pray for His kingdom first and then for ourselves and others. 

Then Jesus told a story about a man who went to his friends in the middle of the night to ask for food for a 
visitor.  The friend did not want to be bothered but because the man did not give up, the friend finally gave him 
what he needed.  God in not a sleepy neighbor.  If a grumpy friend will reward persistence, how much more so 
will God!  He cares about His children and is happy to give us what we need when we ask. 

In a similar way, a human father who loves his child would not give him a snake if he asked for a fish.  Will God 
give us everything we ask for?  No, but when we are persistent with our prayers, we can trust Him to answer 
according to His glory and our good. 

Jesus used another parable in Luke 18:  A Judge was unwilling to grant a widow’s plea for justice, but the 
woman did not give up.  So the judge gave her justice.  We should not give up praying if we have not received 

 



 

an answer  from God.  God is not like a  wicked judge.  When we pray 
consistently, God will give us justice and He will act quickly. 

TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS 
● God is always good to us and He can always be trusted. 
● Jesus teaches us to trust God by talking to God. 
● When we pray, we talk to and hear from God.   
● We can pray at any time and in any place because God is always with us. 
● Bottom Line:  I count on God to do what is right. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Jesus taught us to pray. Because of Jesus, we can pray to God as a Father and ask for what we need. We can 
trust that God is good and loving, and we can count on Him to do what is right. 
 

PRAYER AND TIME OF COMMITMENT 
Give kids a chance to believe in Jesus for the first time. Remind them that God loves them so 
much that He sent Jesus to earth to pay for their sins. Lead them to pray as you pray. Pray that 
believers will submit their lives to the Holy Spirit, follow Jesus, and tell others about Him. 

 
25 Minutes SMALL GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Discussion Questions: 

● Why did Jesus say the friend would help his neighbor even late at night? (His 
neighbor asked boldly, Luke 11:8) 

● What did Jesus say a father would not give his son? (a snake, a scorpion; Luke 11:11-12) 
● Why did the unjust judge do the right thing for the widow? (She kept asking, Luke 

18:4-5) 
● How do these parables encourage us to pray? Guide kids to see that in each case, the 

person being asked was a sinner and still did the right thing. Jesus wanted people to see 
that because God is much greater than people, He can be trusted to hear our prayers 
and respond in the perfect way. 

● Can you think of a time you prayed for something specific? What happened? Guide 
kids to provide specific examples from their lives. Do not allow any kids to shame kids for 
asking for things that may seem silly or unimportant. Encourage kids to discuss honestly 
if they got the answer they wanted and how they knew. 

● What are some things you are praying about now? Encourage kids to share their 
requests with the group if they want to. Write them down. Offer time for the kids to pray 
for one another. Close the time by thanking God for always doing what is best. Challenge 
the kids to pray for one another throughout the week. 

Activity: Prayer walk 
What You Need Prayer Guide Printables (1 per group) 
What You Do: 

● Explain what a prayer walk is.  “A Prayer walk is an activity that involves walking and praying 
in the places you expect God to answer the prayers.  During a prayer walk, pray for others 
rather than for yourself.” 

● Take the kids on a walk outside or around the building.  Use the prayer guide printables as a 
guide for what to pray for in different locations around the church building. 

● Then gather the kids and begin praying out loud or silently as you walk. 
● Guide them to pray for specific things your church needs. 

 



 

 
What You Say “Jesus taught people how to pray.  Prayer is really just talking to God.  WE can tell 
Him anything, just like we might tell a trusted friend.  He cares about how we feel, what we think, 
what we need, and what we want.  Sometimes going on a prayer walk can be a great way to remind 
yourself of other groups or places that may need our prayers too.  You could even do a prayer walk 
around your neighborhood or school, asking God to save people who live or attend there.  Let’s look 
at our discussion questions now to consider ways we might look at how to pray.. 

Activity: Memory Verse Activity 
What You Need: Memory Verse Poster, minute to win it games (choose one) 
 
What You Do: 

● Set up the minute to win it game of your choice today. 
● Use the masking tape to mark a tossing line. 
● Ask kids to line up behind the taped line. 
● As kids come up to the line, they have 1 minute to say the memory verse, if they get it mostly 

correct they can take a turn trying the minute to win it game.  
● The next person in line gets a turn next. 
● If you want to keep score ask kids to keep track of how many balls made it in the cups or were 

shot. 

What You Say ” Jesus spoke our memory verse to His disciples before He went to the cross.  Jesus 
wanted them to know what to expect.  Jesus knew that they would have trouble remembering all the 
wonderful things He taught about God and God’s kingdom.  That’s why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to 
help us.  He lives within us when we believe in Jesus for life, and He helps us understand and 
remember God’s truth.” 

 
Pray and Dismiss: 
What You Need: no supplies needed 
What You Say: 
“Father, thank You that You hear all our prayers.  Help us trust You to always do what is best.  Give us faith to 
talk to You about everything we think, feel, want and need.  Amen.” 
 
5 Minutes HOME: PROMPTING ACTION BEYOND THE EXPERIENCE 
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage your kids to tell their parents about our Big Picture Question:  What did 
Jesus teach when He was on earth?  Jesus taught about God and His kingdom.  He taught that all 
Scripture is about Him.  Encourage families to pick up the Family Study Guide online or on the slat wall. 

 

 


