
 

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT PRAYER | Luke 11; 18 
 
Memory Verse:  25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said 
to you.   JOHN 14:25-26 
Big Picture Question:  What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? 
Bottom Line:  I count on God to do what is right. 
Christ Connection:  Jesus taught us to pray. Because of Jesus, we can pray to God as a Father and ask 
for what we need. We can trust that God is good and loving, and we can count on Him to do what is 
right. 

 
Leader Notes: 

CONTEXT 

Prayer is personal communication with God.  Many people aren’t sure how to pray or feel uncomfortable 
praying.  To pray effectively, then we must be taught how to pray.  This is why Jesus’ disciples asked Him to 
teach them to pray. 

Jesus began with the Lord’s Prayer, not to establish the words we should use but to show how we should 
pray and what we should pray about.  Through prayer, we demonstrate our dependence on and faith in the 
Lord.  We should approach God as a Father and pray for His kingdom first and then for ourselves and others. 

Then Jesus told a story about a man who went to his friends in the middle of the night to ask for food for a 
visitor.  The friend did not want to be bothered but because the man did not give up, the friend finally gave 
him what he needed.  God in not a sleepy neighbor.  If a grumpy friend will reward persistence, how much 
more so will God!  He cares about His children and is happy to give us what we need when we ask. 

In a similar way, a human father who loves his child would not give him a snake if he asked for a fish.  Will God 
give us everything we ask for?  No, but when we are persistent with our prayers, we can trust Him to answer 
according to His glory and our good. 

Jesus used another parable in Luke 18:  A Judge was unwilling to grant a widow’s plea for justice, but the 
woman did not give up.  So the judge gave her justice.  We should not give up praying if we have not received 
an answer from God.  God is not like a  wicked judge.  When we pray consistently, God will give us justice and 
He will act quickly. 

TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS 
● God is always good to us and He can always be trusted. 
● Jesus teaches us to trust God by talking to God. 
● When we pray, we talk to and hear from God.   
● We can pray at any time and in any place because God is always with us. 
● Bottom Line:  I count on God to do what is right. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Jesus taught us to pray. Because of Jesus, we can pray to God as a Father and ask for what we need. We 
can trust that God is good and loving, and we can count on Him to do what is right. 

Worship and Story Time 
Gather children on a rug or in a specific area of the classroom to tell the story.  Some kids (especially the younger 
ones) may wander.  That’s okay.  They’re still listening and learning! 
Play the DVD of All Star Kids worship (choose 1 song for today) 
What You Say:  “Way to go!  You are such amazing singers.  Now let’s sit down to learn from the Bible Story 
today.” 
What You Do:  Introduce the Story 
“One of Jesus’ friends said, “Lord teach us to pray.”  Jesus said, “When you pray, say ‘Father, Your name is holy. 
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Let Your kingdom come.  Give us the food we need every day.  Forgive us for our wrong choices like we forgive 
others.  And do not let us be tempted.”  Then Jesus told a story.  Jesus said, “What if you went to a friend’s house 
in the middle of the night to ask for bread?  Your friend shouts, ‘Go away!  We are all in bed!”  But he will get up 
and give you what you need because you asked boldly.  Ask God for what you need, and it will be given to you. 
Look for it, and you will find it.  Knock, and the door will be opened to you.” 
 
PLAY BIBLE STORY VIDEO 
 
Check diapers. 
 
Activities 
Depending on the size of your group, you may lead each activity two or three times.  Not every child may want to 
participate in the activities.  That’s okay. 
 

1. Make Prayer Hands 
What You Need:   construction paper (1 per kid), scissors, Marker, stickers, Christ Connection sticker 
What You Do: 
○ Fold construction paper for each baby. 
○ Place his hand on the paper so that his wrist is on the fold and his fingers are close together with 

his thumb out. 
○ Trace his hand and cut along the lines.  Show him that his hands can open and close in prayer. 
○ Provide stickers to decorate his hands. 
○ Give him a Christ connection sticker to put on his artwork. 
○ Talk about the Bible story. 

What You Say ” Jesus taught about God.  Jesus taught His disciples how to pray.  Because of Jesus, we can 
talk to God.” 
 

2.  Practice signing the Memory Verse 
What You Need:  Memory Verse Poster 
What You Do:  
o Show the poster to the kids. 
o As you say the words point to them on the poster. 
o Create simple hand motions to teach toddlers the memory verse.  Sample hand motions include, 

““All (sign for all) this I have spoken (sign for spoken) while still with you (Sign for 
here). 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit (Sign for Holy Spirit), whom the Father(sign for 
God) will send in my name(Sign for Jesus), will teach(sign for teach) you all things and will 
remind (Sign for think) you of everything(Sign ‘all I said’) I have said to you.   JOHN 14:25-26 

o What You Say ” Remembering everything you learn can be hard, but God’s Word is too 
important to forget!  So Jesus didn’t just teach us about God, He gave us the Holy Spirit to help 
us remember.  Let’s pray and ask the Holy Spirit to teach and remind us of God’s Word!” 

 
 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss: 
What You Need: no supplies needed 
What You Do: 
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● Pray:  “Father, thank You that You hear all our prayers.  Help us trust You to always do what is best. 
Give us faith to talk to You about everything we think, feel, want and need.  Amen.” 

● Send activity page home with kids and tell family that we are learning John 14:26 as our memory verse 
during this series.  They can practice at home. 
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