
 
 

Discipline Wisdom 
Proverbs (Oct 21) 

 
Series Summary: In every area of our lives we are given advice and wisdom whether 
it be Biblical or not, but how do we distinguish what advice to listen to? The book of 
Proverbs tells of Godly wisdom to follow as opposed to what we hear from the world. 
 
Big Idea/Question: Most times we view discipline as negative, but in contrast, it’s a 
sign that God loves us more than we may know. 
 
Leader Note: Some students may confuse discipline with punishment, or use them 
interchangeably. Punishment is done for negative purposes while discipline may 
seem like punishment, but is carried out with love. 
 

GET THEM TALKING 
 

What is something you’ve been disciplined for? 
 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 
Proverbs 10:17  Whoever heeds discipline shows the way to life, but whoever ignores 
correction leads others astray.  
 
Proverbs 13:1  A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a mocker does not 
respond to rebukes. 
 
Why do we view discipline as negative? Why is discipline important? 
 
 
How does discipline “show the way to life” as stated in Proverbs 10:17? 
 



 
What does discipline or correction look like from God? How do we know if God is 
disciplining us?  
 
What does it show about God that he chooses to discipline us?  
 
 
How are we able to distinguish discipline from God as opposed to misfortune in our 
lives?  
 
 
What kind of attitude should we respond with when God disciplines us? 
 
 

VIDEO TEACHING 
 
Proverbs is known for being the book in the bible that’s full of wisdom. We find 
wisdom on many various topics. This week we’re continuing the series by looking 
at how discipline isn’t always a bad thing and how we can gain wisdom from it.  
 
Oftentimes we associate discipline with punishment...and for understandable 
reasons. When we get yelled at, scolded, or there’s a consequence it never feels 
good to be in that moment. However, discipline is done to correct a bad habit, 
whereas punishment is done only for negative purposes.  
 
Hebrews 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have 
been trained by it. 
 
This states that discipline isn’t meant to cut us down; it’s meant to have us learn 
from our mistakes, so that we can better ourselves.  
 
For this to happen we need to transform our mindsets for the moments when we 
do face discipline. We need to remember that God chooses to discipline us 
because he loves us... 
 
Proverbs 3:11-12 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent his 
rebuke, 
12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 
 
Proverbs 12:1 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but whoever hates 
correction is stupid. 



 
It’s self-explanatory...if we try and retaliate against or ignore God’s discipline then 
we’re running from a chance to make us better, for us to grow, and to understand 
God better.  
 
Why do we accept this truth? Remember the distinction between punishment 
and discipline: He sent his son Jesus to be the ultimate sacrifice, so that we can 
experience his perfect and fatherly love, even if that means facing discipline and 
tough love at times, so that we don’t have to face the ultimate punishment (aka 
hell). 

 
 


