
 
 

Wisdom in Community 
Proverbs (Oct 14) 

 
Series Summary: In every area of our lives we are given advice and wisdom whether 
it be Biblical or not, but how do we distinguish what advice to listen to? The book of 
Proverbs tells of Godly wisdom to follow as opposed to what we hear from the world. 
 
Big Idea/Question: We all have multiple communities in our lives. Which 
community should we allow to speak into our life the most, and how do we know 
exactly which community that is?  
 
Leader Note: A big win for tonight is to get students to take a good long look at their 
friend circles and answer the simple question, “how do my friends affect me”? It is an 
important question because our healthiest community should be the one that 
builds us in our faith and encourages us in our walk with Christ instead of holding us 
back from that.  
 

GET THEM TALKING 
 
What makes a friend a good friend? What do you look for in a close friend?  
 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 
Proverbs 13:20 He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools 
suffers harms. 

Proverbs 18:24 A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend 
who sticks closer than a brother. 



How would you describe a good friend? How would you describe a friend that 
positively impacts your faith? 

Have you ever gone through a time in your life when your friends were leading you 
into trouble or even sin? What did you do? What do you wish you would have done 
differently?  

How do we determine which friends are building us up in our faith and which ones 
are leading us away from Christ?  

VIDEO TEACHING 
 
Proverbs is known for being the book in the bible that’s full of wisdom. We find 
wisdom on many various topics. This week we’re starting off the series by looking 
at the community we should surround ourselves with. Our friends are a very 
important part of our everyday lives, so we need to realize who we should surround 
ourselves with the most. 
 
What’s the point of this story? That the advice our friends give us might sound 
good at the moment, but can actually be harmful to us.  
 
So how do we determine what good advice is compared to bad advice? 
 
Proverbs 3:5-8 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths 
straight. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. 8 This will 
bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 
 
We seek out the community that is seeking out Christ so that we have friends that 
push us to understand His wisdom and His word more every day. We must learn to 
trust God with all we have, humble ourselves, and turn from what we or others 
may naturally say is right.  
 
We go up to someone for advice and they give “Just listen to your heart” or “Do 
what you think is right” or “You do you”...That advice is harmful to us. It causes us to 
rely on our sinful nature which is natural for us. 
 
We must seek out the community that is going to build us in our relationship with 
Jesus, encourage us in our Christian walk, and tell us what we NEED to hear 
instead of what we want to hear.  
 



Why do we seek this type of community? We seek this community because our 
close community should be key in building us up and helping us grow in our 
relationship with Christ. We should be the same type of community for our friends 
as well.  
 
We see this through Jesus’s example when he did life with his disciples. We are to 
live out that example the same way.  

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. 

Leader Note: the sharpening it is talking about here is other people sharpening us in 
our faith, driving us closer to Christ.  

How do we know if someone is sharpening us?  

How do we sharpen others?  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


