
 

JESUS FED A CROWD | Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6 
 
Memory Verse:  25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
JOHN 14:25-26 
Big Picture Question:  Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to glorify God, to show 
He is the Son of God, and to care for people. 
Bottom Line:  I trust Jesus because He cares for me. 
Christ Connection:  By feeding the five thousand, Jesus provided for the physical needs of the crowd. The 
next day, Jesus called Himself the bread of life. (John 6:35) Only Jesus is able to satisfy our souls forever by 
providing forgiveness, peace with God, and eternal life. 
 

10 Minutes SOCIAL: SETTING THE TONE OF THE EXPERIENCE 
Sturdy Birdy 
What You Need: bean bag (1 per group), game box and instructions 
What You Do: 

● Follow instructions in the game box 
 
What You Say ”That was so much fun.  You guys are really good at being a flamingo.  In our stories coming up 
we are going to talk about things Jesus did well.  He was a good teacher, shepherd, and miracle worker.  Let’s 
get our stuff cleaned up and get ready to watch our video today.” 
 

10 Minutes Worship: CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING 
SONGS, OFFERING AND PRAYER 
15 Minutes LARGE GROUP: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH IN ENGAGING WAYS 

SERIES THEME 
In this series, we are looking at what we can learn about Jesus from His miracles. 
TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE 
I trust Jesus because He cares for me. 
CONTEXT 

Jesus’ disciples had been working hard, teaching people and healing them.  Jesus called them to go away with 
Him to a desolate place so they could rest.  By now, Jesus popularity was so great that finding a place to be 
alone was difficult.  When Jesus and His disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee, the crowd of people were already 
waiting for them on the other side. 

Jesus saw the crowds, but He wasn’t frustrated or angry.  He didn’t tell them to go away.  Instead, He had 
compassion on them because they were lost- like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who 
seeks and saves the lost.  (See Luke 19:10; John 10:14) 

The miracles Jesus performed that evening- feeding 5,000 men plus women and children - is the only miracle 
during Jesus’ earthly ministry that is recorded in all 4 Gospels.  The same God who provided manna for the 
Israelites in the wilderness multiplied loaves and fish to satisfy the crowd. 

But Jesus’ didn’t intend to only meet people’s physical needs.  He came to satisfy their spiritual needs as well.  In 
John 6:35, Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.”  He said that no one who comes to Him will ever be hungry, and no 
one who believes in Him will ever be thirsty again. 

Jesus is the bread that came down from heaven.  (See John 6:41)  God provided His Son as the perfect sacrifice 
to take away our sins.  At the first Lord’s Supper, Jesus broke bread- a symbol of His death on the cross.  (See 

 



 

Matt 26:26) 

As you teach this Bible story, help them know that God can and will provide for our needs.  Kids can trust Him 
for their “Daily bread.” (see Matt 6:11)  God met our greatest need in giving us salvation through Jesus.  Will He 
not graciously give us all things?  (Romans 8:32) 

TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS 
● Every miracle of Jesus teaches us something about Jesus. 
● Jesus fed the people dinner so that they would listen to His teaching and trust Him. 
● Jesus not only meets our physical needs, but He meets our spiritual needs. 
● God met our greatest need in Jesus and will continue to meet our needs. 
● Bottom Line:  I trust Jesus because He cares for me. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
By feeding the five thousand, Jesus provided for the physical needs of the crowd. The next day, Jesus called 
Himself the bread of life. (John 6:35) Only Jesus is able to satisfy our souls forever by providing forgiveness, 
peace with God, and eternal life. 

PRAYER AND TIME OF COMMITMENT 
Give kids a chance to believe in Jesus for the first time. Remind them that God loves them so 
much that He sent Jesus to earth to pay for their sins. Lead them to pray as you pray. Pray that 
believers will submit their lives to the Holy Spirit, follow Jesus, and tell others about Him. 

 
25 Minutes SMALL GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Discussion Questions: 

● Why had Jesus and His disciples crossed over the Sea of Galilee? (to be alone, Matt. 
14:13) 

● What did the disciples want to do with the hungry crowd of people? (send them away 
to buy their own food, Matt. 14:15) 

● How many baskets full of leftovers did the disciples gather? (12, Matt. 14:20) 
● What does this story show about Jesus? Guide kids to think about the compassion 

Jesus shows. Jesus wants to meet the needs of people. He met their physical needs by 
healing them and feeding them, but also meets spiritual needs. Jesus taught about God 
before dying on the cross and rising again. Jesus’ work made the way for us to be 
forgiven and have eternal life with God.  

● Why did Jesus call himself the bread of life? Guide kids to think about the role of bread 
in Old Testament stories. Remind them about the manna God provided and the 
significance of the unleavened bread at Passover. Help them see that, just as bread 
represents a basic necessity—food—Jesus is necessary to have spiritual life with God.  

● How can we learn to trust Jesus more? Guide kids to discuss ways we can grow in faith, 
such as studying the Bible, gathering together as a church, praying, and even fasting. 
Help kids understand what those disciplines are and how we do them. 

Activity: More than enough 
What You Need 1 sheet brown construction paper 
What You Do: 

● As the kids sit in a circle, provide one kid with a sheet of brown construction paper.  
● Instruct her to tear off a small amount and pass the rest of the sheet to her right. 
● Each kid will follow suit, tearing off a small bit and passing the rest. 
● Count how many times the single sheet can go around the circle before it is all torn. 

 



 

 
What You Say “It doesn’t matter how small of a piece you tear off,eventually, the sheet of paper 
would be gone.  Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish.  No matter how much 
of the bread of fish people ate, there was always more left for the next person.  The Bible tells us 
that at the end of the meal, the disciples collected the leftover scraps.  It was more than they had 
when they started! 
In a way, this is like Jesus.  No matter how many people we share Jesus with, He is always more 
than enough.  His power never runs out, so there is no one whom Jesus cannot save.  Everyone 
who trusts in Jesus for salvation will have eternal life with God.  Jesus is the greatest treasure and 
the best provision we can have.  And because He is more than enough, sharing His love will never 
decrease the amount of love He still has for us.  Let’s look at our discussion questions to talk about 
this more.” 

 
Activity: Memory Verse Activity 
What You Need: Memory Verse Poster, ping pong balls (5 per kid per turn), cups (8 cups per group), 
masking tape 
What You Do: 

● Set up the cups in a triangle on the floor next to a wall. 
● Use the masking tape to mark a tossing line. 
● Ask kids to line up behind the taped line. 
● As kids come up to the line, they have 1 minute to say the memory verse, if they get it mostly 

correct they can take a turn tossing the balls into the cups.  Each ball is one chance. 
● The next person in line gets a turn next. 
● If you want to keep score ask kids to keep track of how many balls made it in the cups. 

What You Say ” Jesus spoke our memory verse to His disciples before He went to the cross.  Jesus 
wanted them to know what to expect.  Jesus knew that they would have trouble remembering all the 
wonderful things He taught about God and God’s kingdom.  That’s why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to 
help us.  He lives within us when we believe in Jesus for life, and He helps us understand and 
remember God’s truth.” 
 
Pray and Dismiss: 
What You Need: no supplies needed 
What You Say: 
“Father, thank You that Jesus is in control of all things.  Help us trust Him even when we don’t know what His 
plans will be.  Give us courage to obey at all times.  Give us wisdom to see how we can be part of His plans for 
the world.  We know that You are good and will meet our needs.  Amen.” 
 
5 Minutes HOME: PROMPTING ACTION BEYOND THE EXPERIENCE  As adults arrive to pick up, 
encourage your kids to tell their parents about our Big Picture Question:  What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth?  Jesus taught about God and His kingdom.  He taught that all Scripture is about Him.  Encourage 
families to pick up the Family Study Guide online or on the slat wall. 

 


