
 

JESUS SHOWED HIS GLORY | Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9 
 
Memory Verse:  25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
JOHN 14:25-26 
Big Picture Question:  Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to glorify God, to show 
He is the Son of God, and to care for people. 
Bottom Line:  I worship Jesus for who He is and what He has done. 
Christ Connection:  Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and John. Jesus said He would die, rise from 
the dead, and return to heaven. One day, Jesus will come back to earth in His glory to make all things 
new. 
 

10 Minutes SOCIAL: SETTING THE TONE OF THE EXPERIENCE 
Sturdy Birdy 
What You Need: bean bag (1 per group), game box and instructions 
What You Do: 

● Follow instructions in the game box 
 
What You Say ”That was so much fun.  You guys are really good at being a flamingo.  In our stories coming up 
we are going to talk about things Jesus did well.  He was a good teacher, shepherd, and miracle worker.  Let’s 
get our stuff cleaned up and get ready to watch our video today.” 
 

10 Minutes Worship: CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING 
SONGS, OFFERING AND PRAYER 
15 Minutes LARGE GROUP: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH IN ENGAGING WAYS 

SERIES THEME 
In this series, we are looking at what we can learn about Jesus from His miracles. 
TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE 
I worship Jesus for who He is and what He has done. 

CONTEXT 
As Jesus traveled and taught, people were trying to figure Him out.  Who was this man?  Was He a prophet? 
Was He crazy?  Where did He come from?  Some people thought He was John the Baptist who had been raised 
from the dead; others thought He was Elijah or another ancient prophet.  Peter recognized Jesus as God’s 
Messiah.  (See Luke 9:19-20) 
One of the ways Jesus revealed His identity was through His miracles.  Jesus performed miracles to glorify God, 
to show He is the Son of God, and to care for people.   For three of Jesus’ disciples- Peter, James, and John- 
Jesus’ identity became even more clear when they witnessed His transfiguration, or change in appearance.  The 
disciples accompanied Jesus to a mountain to pray.  The location was likely Mount Hermon, which sits about 40 
miles north of the Sea of Galilee. 
Jesus’ appearance changed as He prayed:  His face changed and HIs clothes became dazzling white.  Moses and 
Elijah appeared with Him, and they talked about Jesus’ upcoming departure (His death and resurrection)  Peter, 
James, and John had been sleeping, but they awoke to the incredible sight. 
When you teach, review who Moses and Elijah were.  In the Old Testament, God called Moses to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt.  Later, Elijah was a prophet of Israel.  As Moses and Elijah were leaving, a cloud covered 
the whole group and a voice- God the Father’s- said “This is my Son, the Chosen One, listen to Him!” 

 



 

At the transfiguration, Peter, James, and John beheld Jesus’ glory. We look forward to the day when Jesus will 
return in full glory to make all things new.  While we wait, God calls us to share the gospel with others so they 
can share in the joy of knowing Jesus, the Son of God and seeingHis glory when He returns. 
 

TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS 
● Every miracle of Jesus’ teaches us something about Jesus. 
● The Bible contains an amazing story that tells us about a time Jesus allowed three of His disciples to see a 

glimpse of His glory.  For three of Jesus’ disciples—Peter, James, and John—Jesus’ identity became even 
more clear when they witnessed His transfiguration, or change in appearance. 

● He did this to predict both His death and resurrection. 
● Everything happened just as Jesus said it would. 
● We look forward to the day when Jesus will return in full glory to make all things new.  
● Bottom Line:  I worship Jesus for He who is and what He has done. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and John. Jesus said He would die, rise from the dead, and return 
to heaven. One day, Jesus will come back to earth in His glory to make all things new. 

PRAYER AND TIME OF COMMITMENT 
Give kids a chance to believe in Jesus for the first time. Remind them that God loves them so 
much that He sent Jesus to earth to pay for their sins. Lead them to pray as you pray. Pray that 
believers will submit their lives to the Holy Spirit, follow Jesus, and tell others about Him. 

 
25 Minutes SMALL GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Discussion Questions: 

● Where did Jesus show His glory? (at the top of a mountain, Mark 9:2)  
● Who stood with Jesus in glory? (Moses and Elijah, Mark 9:4) 
● What did the voice tell Peter, James, and John to do? (listen to Jesus, Mark 9:7) 
● Why do you think Jesus chose to reveal His glory to Peter, James, and John? Discuss 

those three disciples’ role as leaders among the disciples. Help the kids understand that 
they were Jesus’ closest friends as well as some of His most loyal followers. Help them 
understand that showing His glory to them was a way to help them see that He truly is 
God’s Son.  

● How should we respond to Jesus? Guide kids to discuss appropriate ways we might 
respond to the good news about Jesus. Talk to the kids about what it would look like to 
feel overjoyed, humbled, and awestruck. Remind the kids that part of our response to 
Jesus is loving obedience to His commands, including a desire to tell others about Him.  

● How do you feel when you think of Jesus’ return? Help the kids process through the 
different emotions they may feel about Jesus’ return. Remind them that everyone who 
has faith in Jesus will be glorified with Him and live forever with God. Focus on Jesus’ 
return as our source of hope.  

Activity: Glow in the Dark 
What You Need variety of glow in the dark objects 
What You Do: 

● Provide a variety of glow-in-the-dark objects. 
● Invite the kids to play with the objects. 
● Occasionally dim the lights so the kids can see how brightly the items glow and how quickly  

 



 

they fade when the lights are on. 
What You Say “Glow-in-the-dark objects cannot shine unless they absorb the light energy or other 
sources of light.  Even after absorbing that energy, they quickly give off all the light they were able to 
store.  In a way, these objects can help us think about the way we “shine” for Jesus.  We cannot give 
off any light apart from Jesus. In our story, Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and John, and it 
shone as bright as the sun.  When  we believe the truth of the gospel, it transforms our lives so that 
we become lights in the world.  But how brightly we shine depends a lot on how much time we spend 
with Jesus, the source of our light.  We study our Bibles, pray, and fellowship with other believers to 
help us grow in our relationship with Jesus, so that we can shine His light onto everyone we meet. 
Let’s look at our discussion questions to talk about this more.” 

 
Activity: Memory Verse Activity 
What You Need: Memory Verse Poster, ping pong balls (5 per kid per turn), cups (8 cups per group), 
masking tape 
What You Do: 

● Set up the cups in a triangle on the floor next to a wall. 
● Use the masking tape to mark a tossing line. 
● Ask kids to line up behind the taped line. 
● As kids come up to the line, they have 1 minute to say the memory verse, if they get it mostly 

correct they can take a turn tossing the balls into the cups.  Each ball is one chance. 
● The next person in line gets a turn next. 
● If you want to keep score ask kids to keep track of how many balls made it in the cups. 

What You Say ” Jesus spoke our memory verse to His disciples before He went to the cross.  Jesus 
wanted them to know what to expect.  Jesus knew that they would have trouble remembering all the 
wonderful things He taught about God and God’s kingdom.  That’s why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to 
help us.  He lives within us when we believe in Jesus for life, and He helps us understand and 
remember God’s truth.” 
 
Pray and Dismiss: 
What You Need: no supplies needed 
What You Say: 
“Lord, help us glorify You.  Give us wisdom to obey and courage to tell others about You.  WE know that we 
can only imagine how wonderful You are.  Help us live in hope for the time when Jesus will return to fix 
everything wrong.  Amen.” 
 
5 Minutes HOME: PROMPTING ACTION BEYOND THE EXPERIENCE  As adults arrive to pick up, 
encourage your kids to tell their parents about our Big Picture Question:  What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth?  Jesus taught about God and His kingdom.  He taught that all Scripture is about Him.  Encourage 
families to pick up the Family Study Guide online or on the slat wall. 

 


