
James
Trials & Temptations (May 12)

10th - 12th Grade

Series Summary: In this series, we take a look at the very practical words of James as
he asks the all-important question “What does your faith produce?”

Get Them Talking:

Does God ever tempt us?

Does God ever test us?

Leader Note: Be sure you play the video teaching right after you ask the get them
talking questions. I answer the first question and set you (the small group leader) to
answer the second one well.

VIDEO TEACHING

Intro: Have you ever felt like or wondered if God is tempting you or putting you to
the test. Can God do that?

James 1:13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;

God is tempting me! No, he is not. Our sin and Satan tempt us.

James 1:14-15 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their
own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin;
and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.



The Problem: Temptation often leads to sin that separates us from God. The
Solution: But the good news is that God made a way by sending Jesus.

James 1:16-18 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights,
who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through
the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

But God does test us sometimes? Yes, he does this by allowing us to go through
trials. We see this in the book of Job, all of it.

Transition: But why would he do that? How could a crisis or test ever be a gift or
blessing? That is exactly what we are going to talk about in small groups.

How could a trial that tests our faith ever be a blessing?

James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything.

Vs 3-4 -  According to James how do trials or crises grow us in our faith?

Has a trial or crisis grown you in your faith? What was it? How specifically did it grow
you in your faith?

Leader Note: This may be a hard concept for younger students to comprehend at
first. But it is a critical one! We are trying to help them see that during trials in our
lives we can draw closer to God and rely on him more (Vs 3). Because of this, we
emerge as more mature followers of Jesus Christ on the other side of the trial (Vs 4).

What does James 1:5-8 tell us about how we should deal with trials in our lives?

James 1:5-8 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown
and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from
the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.



Leader Note: James brings up wisdom in vs 5-8 so that we will check the source of
our wisdom. He brings this up right after discussing trials in vs 2-4 because our
sources of wisdom are critical, especially in trial and crisis.

VS 5-6 Where did you get wisdom (advice) from in your last crisis? Was it Godly
wisdom?

How do we determine if wisdom (advice) is godly wisdom? What is the test?

8th -12th  How can we use what we have just discussed to minister to each other in a
crisis?


