
Genesis
30-Mar: The Fall

Series Summary: This is the story of
God creating and bringing order and
function into the earth, the rebellion of
humanity against divine authority, and
God’s unfolding plan to restore
creation and humankind to His original
purposes through grace and faith.
Genesis 1–11 tells of God and his
relationship to the entire world.

Big Idea/Question: The fall of man is
more than just when “bad things”
entered the world. Sin and corruption
entered the world to where we are
now constantly being tempted. How
do we best protect ourselves from
temptation and sin?

GET THEM TALKING

What did Russell say that stuck out to you?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
(tactics of the enemy)

Look for this: As we read through Genesis 3, I want you to notice the way in which
Satan tempts and deceives God’s image-bearers (Adam & Eve) because he uses the
same tactics against us today.

Genesis 3:1-3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from
any tree in the garden’?” (He had Gen 2:16-17) 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit



from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you
will die.’”

What trick did Satan use when he was trying to deceive Adam & Eve?

Leader Note: Satan is trying to get Eve to question what God really said. It’s simple.
He wants you to ask the all-important question “did God really say that?” Because if
he can create doubt in that space then he has won. This is why we must know the
Word of God. Initially, she does well because she responds with God’s command
that he had given in Gen 2:16-17.

What are some biblical truths that are called into question today?

Genesis 3:4-5 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.”

What trick is the enemy using here at this point? Was Satan being truthful?

Leader Note: Here we see Satan lying, or at best giving a half-truth. This is a
common tactic that the enemy used against Jesus as well.  Our God gives promises
that are true. The enemy gives false promises. He makes promises that sin will
deliver what it never can.

VIDEO TEACHING
(our reaction to sin)

Genesis 3:6-7

In the video teaching today I focus on how Adam and Eve’s initial rebellion to God's
command costs them (and all mankind) everything. We lost perfect communion
with God. We lost a perfect existence provided by God in the Garden (Gen 3:13-20).

Genesis 3:8-12

Not only did we lose so much, but we also received…
● A sin nature that is inherited by all- This sin nature separates us from God
● The shame that comes with a sin nature as you can see by Adam & Eve

instantly hiding.
● Broken relationships as we blame one another for our own sinful decisions.



Transition - What then do we do? Look to Jesus as our hope in a broken world and
our ultimate example in responding to temptation.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
(the example of Jesus)

Look for this - As we read about how Jesus responded to temptation I want to notice
how he responded to temptation (not sin) completely differently.

Luke 4:1-3 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into
the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing
during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

What trick did Satan use to try to deceive Jesus?

Leader Note: Satan was trying to tempt Jesus to disobey God (remember Jesus was
led into the wilderness by the Spirit to fast, IE seek the will of God). Satan here was
trying to get Jesus to break that fast by appealing to Jesus' power as the Son of God.

Why did Satan use bread to tempt Jesus? What does this teach us about The Enemy
and his tactics?

Leader Note: Satan attacks our weakness. He does not fight fair. For Jesus, it was his
hunger (as he was fully man and 40 days is long enough to starve, literally).

Luke 4:4-12 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 5 The
devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of
the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has
been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all
be yours.” 8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him
only.’” 9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of
the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10
For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully;
11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a
stone.’” 12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

What tactics did Satan use this time? Why do you think Satan used scripture to try to
tempt Jesus? What does this teach us?



Leader Note: (Test every teaching!) Just because somebody has a Bible in front of
them does not mean that they are speaking on behalf of God. You can twist scripture
out of context to make it say what you want, especially when talking to sheep. The
solution: do not be sheep, and test every teaching.

How did Jesus respond to Satan's temptation? Specifically, how did Jesus respond
when Satan twisted scripture for his own purposes?

Leader Note: Jesus used scripture. Specifically, Jesus used scripture as it was meant
to be used. He did not take it out of context or twist it for his own purposes. This is an
example for us. This is why it is so important for you to know scripture in the
moment of temptation. The word of God is our only offensive weapon in spiritual
warfare (Eph 6:17). So your next step is to take note of a specific area that you are
tempted in and memorize scripture to call to mind when you are in that moment of
temptation.

Luke 4:13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an
opportune time.

VS 13- This was not the last time that Satan would test and tempt Jesus. This is
important because it points out the fact our battle with spiritual warfare is always an
ongoing battle. We must always be at the ready.

For further study on how we can always be ready to stand up to temptation and
spiritual warfare, you can read Paul’s advice to the Church of Ephesus on the subject
in Ephesians 6:10-20.


