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JESUS AS A CHILD | Matthew 2; Luke 2 
 

Bible Story:  Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan. 
Memory Verse:  1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.  John 1:1-2 
Big Picture Question:  Is Jesus God or a human? As the Son of God, Jesus is both fully God and 
fully human. 
Bottom Line:  We live for Jesus because He is God. 
Christ Connection:  God sent Jesus to earth with a purpose. Even as a child, Jesus wanted to 
honor God. God blessed Jesus as He got ready to follow His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and 
rescue people from sin. 

 
10 Minutes SOCIAL: SETTING THE TONE OF THE EXPERIENCE  

 Aces in the Pot /LCR Dice Game 
What You Need:  2 dice (per group), 2 tokens per player, a”pot”/bowl 
What You Do: 

 Each player starts with 2 tokens. 

 Decide who goes first. 

 Players take turns in a clockwise fashion.  A player rolls the dice and loses tokens according to the 
following rules. 

o If one of the dice show a “1”, he puts one of his tokens in the pot. 
o If he rolls double “1s”, he puts two tokens (or one if that is all he has) in the pot. 
o If he rolls one “6” (the number 6, not a combination that adds to six) he must pass one token to 

the player on his left. 
o If he rolls a double “6”, he passes two tokens (or one, if that is all he has) to the player on his 

left. 
o If he rolls neither a “1” nor a “6”, he takes not action and passes the dice. 
o If a player has no tokens, he is out of the game and can still receive tokens!  He is unable to roll 

the dice, and passes his turn until such time as he has gained on or more tokens. 
o Play continues until all tokens are in the pot except for one.  The player with the last remaining 

token rolls the dice three times in a row.  If he does not roll a “6” he wins.  If he rolls a “6”, he 
passes the dice to the next player who rolls the dice three times, and so forth.  The first player 
to roll the dice three times witout rolling a “6” wins. 

What You Say ” ”That was a fun game.  I love playing games with you guys.  It helps me learn more about 

you.  Like today I learned …  Let’s clean up and get ready to hear about how we can Follow the Leader today. 
 

10 Minutes Worship: CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING 

SONGS, OFFERING AND PRAYER 

15 Minutes LARGE GROUP: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH IN ENGAGING WAYS  
CONTEXT 

The Gospel of Luke records just two narratives about Jesus’ childhood: His dedication (Luke 2:21-40) and His 
visit to the temple when He was 12 years old (Luke 2:41-52). The Gospel of Matthew includes another story: a 
visit from some wise men. These stories of Jesus as a child set the stage for Jesus’ ministry as an adult. 
 
After Jesus was born, God put a star in the sky as a sign. Wise men from the east followed the star to 
Jerusalem, looking for a new king. They found Jesus, who was probably 1 or 2 years old, in Bethlehem and 
they worshiped Him as King. Later, Jesus and His family settled in Nazareth, where Jesus grew up. 
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In Bible times, a Jewish boy became a man at 13. His father would train him to take on all the 
responsibilities of adulthood—social and spiritual. Joseph was a carpenter, and he likely trained Jesus in his 
trade. When Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover, Joseph might have taken Jesus, 
who was about 12, around the city to teach Him the significance of the temple and to explain the purpose of 
the Passover feast. 
 
Jesus’ parents headed home after the feast. They assumed Jesus was among their traveling companions, 
but He wasn’t. Jesus had stayed behind at the temple. A full day passed before Mary and Joseph noticed 
Jesus was missing. They hurried back to Jerusalem and finally found Him at the temple. Jesus asked His 
mother, “Didn’t you know that I had to be in My Father’s house?” Mary and Joseph did not understand. But 
Jesus is God’s Son, and it was necessary that He honor His true Father. In all this, Jesus did not sin. 
 
The Bible does not give many details about Jesus’ childhood, but we know that as Jesus got older, He grew 
“in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people” (Luke 2:52). Jesus carried out God’s plan to 
reconcile the world to Himself. (2 Cor. 5:19) 
 

TEACHING FOCUS (Jesus’ Childhood) 
As we teach kids about Jesus through the stories of His childhood, teach them that even as a 
child Jesus came to live God’s purpose for His life.  As an infant, He was given gifts by the Wise 
Men because He was born to be king of the Jesus.  As a teenager, he was left behind in the 
Temple.  Mary and Joseph later found Him teaching people from the Scriptures.  Even in his 
youth, He was about His Father’s business.  We, too, can be about God’s purposes even when we 
are young.  We can live for Jesus now because He is God. 

Christ Connection:  God sent Jesus to earth with a purpose. Even as a child, Jesus wanted to 
honor God. God blessed Jesus as He got ready to follow His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and 
rescue people from sin. 

Bottom Line:  We live for Jesus because He is God. 

Today’s Takeaways:   

 Mary, Joseph, and Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover each year as Jesus grew up. 
 One year, Mary and Joseph left Jerusalem without Jesus. 
 Three days later, they found Jesus in the temple, talking about Scripture. 
 Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan. 
 Bottom Line:  We honor Jesus with our lives because He is God. 

 

PRAYER AND TIME OF COMMITMENT 
 

Give kids a chance to believe in Jesus for the first time.  Remind them that God loves them so 
much that He sent Jesus to earth to pay for their sins.  Lead them to pray as you pray.  Pray that 
believers will submit their lives to the Holy Spirit, follow Jesus, and tell others about Him. 
 

25 Minutes SMALL GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 

Discussion Questions:  

 What about Jesus astounded people? (His understanding and His answers, Luke 2:46-
47) 

 Why do you think Jesus’ understanding and wisdom were so surprising? Help kids 
understand that Jesus would have seemed like an ordinary 12-year-old just by looking at 
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Him. Remind kids that Jesus is fully God and fully human. Jesus was able to understand 
and explain God’s Word as One who had studied it for many years, despite His young age. 

 Why do you think Jesus said it was necessary for Him to be in His Father’s house? 
Guide kids to understand that Jesus’ Father is God. Remind them that Jesus is God the 
Son, and He knew God’s plans for His life: to make the way for sinners to have eternal life. 
Jesus understood that He would need to rely on God’s power to obey Him, and Jesus 
wanted to obey God always. 

 How can we live out God’s plans for us? Discuss the idea that God’s plan for all believers 
is for us to glorify Him by loving others, obeying Him out of love, and sharing the gospel 
throughout the earth. Remind kids that we can live on mission no matter where we are. 

 
Activity: Amazing Feats 
What You Need  chalk board or dry erase board, expo markers/chalk, eraser 
What You Do: 

 Explain that several world records are held by kids who have accomplished amazing feats. 

 Form two teams. 

 Describe a world record and ask a question. 

 Team members should agree on a guess and write it on the board. 

 Award one point to the team closest to the correct answer. 
o A nine- year old boy set the world record for most claps in one minute.  How many 

times did he clap?  (1,080 claps) 
o A team of 12 jumpers and 2 rope holders set the world record for most jumps over a 

rope in 1 minute.  How many times did they jump?  (230 jumps) 
o A fifth grade girl set the record for longest distance to stretch homemade slime in 30 

seconds.  How many inches did it stretch?  (88 inches) 
o A 17- year old boy set the record for the world’s largest drawing.  How many square 

feet did it cover?  (3,486 square feet) 
o A group of children set the record for the largest gathering of people dressed as rabbit.  

How many children participated?  (1,119 children) 
What You Say  “Those were some amazing feats!  Did you know that when Jesus was 12 years old, 
teachers in the temple were amazed by Him?  How can you follow Jesus example and learn more 
about God and ask big questions? 

 

Activity: Memory Verse Activity 
What You Need:  Memory Verse Poster, Bible Memory Verse Grid Poster laminated or put in page 
protector, sticky notes, dry erase markers 
What You Do:   

 Show kids the Memory Verse Grid and have them say the verse with you 3 times. 

 Then cover all the words with sticky notes. 

 Split the group into 2 teams and give each team a different color dry erase marker. 

 Get teams to take turns in choosing a space and saying which word should be under the post 

it note. 

 If they are correct, they can circle the word in their team color.  They can discuss answers in 

their team but a different person must speak each time. 

 The first team with 3 words in a row/across is the winner. 
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What You Say ” Jesus life as a human started when Mary became pregnant, but God the Son 
existed long before that.  In fact, He has no beginning and no end.  He has always existed and will 
always exist.  That what our memory verse teaches. Jesus was with God the Father and the Holy 
Spirit at the start of creation, and He is God the Son.” 
 
Pray and Dismiss: 
What You Need: no supplies needed 
What You Say: 
“Father, thank You for sending Your Son.  Thank You that He wanted to obey Your plan to rescue us all along.  
We know that He is the best friend we could ever have.  Help us love and obey You.  Amen. 

 

5 Minutes HOME:  PROMPTING ACTION BEYOND THE EXPERIENCE 

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage your kids to tell their parents about our Big Picture Question: Is Jesus 
God or human?  As the Son of God, Jesus is both fully God and fully human.   Encourage families to 
pick up the Family Study Guide online or on the slat wall.  

 


