
Romans
12-Jan: Our need for Grace

Series Summary: This series is a
five-week journey through the book of
Romans. In Romans, the Apostle Paul
lays out for us the Gospel in vivid detail!
Through this series, students can
clearly see the consequences of sin,
God’s merciful response, our new Life
in Christ, and what a God-honoring
response to the Gospel is.

Big Idea/Question: In order to
understand the Gospel we must first
feel the weight of our sin and our need
for a savior.

GET THEM TALKING

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.

Paul says he is not ashamed of the Gospel because of its power! That is awesome!
But what is the Gospel? If someone walked up to you and said what is the Gospel
what would you say?

VIDEO TEACHING

What is the Gospel? That is the single question that Paul unpacks throughout the
entire book of Romans. This week we will take a look at the foundation of the
Gospel and why we need a savior. Why do we need grace…. Because of sin!

Rom 1:18-25



What is God’s response to sin? Wrath & judgment! But why would God respond so
harshly to sin? Well to answer that question we must first see what sin is.

Rom 1:25-32

According to Paul, sin is rejecting God’s will and God’s way.
● God made the world beautiful for us to enjoy. Instead, we worshipped the

creation.
● God created sex as a gift to be shared between a man and woman in a

marriage covenant. Instead, we used sex in any other way but that.
This in essence is what sin is. All other sins murder, greed, etc… go against God’s
Will as well. (Rom 1:29-32)

So what do we do now? For so many in Paul’s day the answer was a self-righteous
one. The thought process was...

● “Well, I am a good person because I don’t sin. Well… at least not often. So I
am okay.”

This way of thinking was extremely common among Jews, Like Saul himself.
Unfortunately, this self-righteous way of thinking is still common today.

Transition to small-group- Let’s take a look at what Paul had to say about this way
of thinking.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(the fault of Judgment)

Romans 2:1-4 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone
else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because
you who pass judgment do the same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment
against those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere human
being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will
escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness,
forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to
repentance?

What is Paul saying in this passage?

Why is it so tempting to judge and condemn other people?

What is wrong with us playing the role of judge? Why is that job reserved for God
and God alone?



Leader Note: Paul quickly squashes any possibility of believing that some of us are
without sin, and therefore have the privilege of judging others. Paul makes it
abundantly clear that ALL men have sinned and therefore fallen short of God’s
standard (Rom 3:23). Because of this, we have no business judging and condemning
others (vs 2-4).

8-12th Grade: Does Paul’s command for us to not pass judgment or condemn others
mean that we cannot say that something is wrong or even sinful?

Optional Further Study: If your students are interested in this part of the discussion
you can continue to read about God’s response to self-righteousness in Rom 2:5-11.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(the fault of self-righteousness)

Leader Note: In the next section Paul addresses some of those in the Church in
Rome who grew up Jewish, and therefore obeyed the Old testament Law closely.
Some of these Jewish converts believed that they were justified by their obedience
to the Old Testament Law.

Romans 2:19-24 if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for
those who are in the dark, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of little children,
because you have in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you, then,
who teach others, do you not teach yourself? You who preach against stealing, do
you steal? 22 You who say that people should not commit adultery, do you commit
adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law, do
you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 As it is written: “God’s name is
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”

What is Paul getting at in this passage? What is his message to the Jews that trusted
in their obedience to the Old Testament Law for their salvation?

How does this message apply to us today?

Leader Note: It is easy for us to trust in our own works to save us. We can believe that
our church attendance, bible reading, or other good works to save us from our sin.
But the problem is that despite our own best efforts there will still be areas of our
lives that prove that we are hypocrites.

How do we keep ourselves from becoming self-righteous?



Optional Further Study: If your group would like to study this topic more you can
read through Rom 2:25-27 where Paul shows us that it is not about our outer works,
but an inner heart level transformation. To do this, Paul uses the illustration of
circumcision vs circumcision of the heart.


