
 
 

Next Steps Series 
Believe & Be Baptized (Jan 13) 

 
What does it mean to be a Christian? What makes someone a Christian?  

John 3:15-18 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”16 For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him 
is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  

Leader Note: We are trying to get students to see that the 1st step is to believe in 
Jesus Christ. Christianity, being a Christian, is not just a bunch of moral values to 
aspire to. Instead, it is a belief that Jesus Christ saved us from the penalty of our sin. 
We want students to be crystal clear on whether or not they have believed in Jesus 
or not.  

When did you first believe in Jesus? Who introduced you to Jesus? 
 
How has believing in Jesus transformed your life?   
 
 

WHY BAPTISM?  
 
What does it mean to be baptized? You will likely get a lot of answers to that 
question. But rather than going on opinion let’s look at what scripture tells us what 
Baptism is all about.   
 
The background story of Philip and his impromptu Holy Spirit lead mission to the 
Ethiopian Eunuch……  
 
Acts 8:36-39 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being 



 
 

When were you baptized? What made you want to be baptized?  
 
Leader Note: What to do if students were sprinkled as infants.  
 
What does it mean to be baptized?  
 
 

 

baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the 
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 
 
What we learn from the example of the Ethiopian Eunuch 

● Baptism is a sign of the believer’s identifying with the death and 
resurrection of Christ 

● Baptism is our next step after believing in Jesus 

● Baptism does not save us…. Believing in Jesus does 

Transition- No what is your Baptism story…  

 

Next Steps: Give students an opportunity to believe in Christ for the 1st time in a 
small group. Also, let students know that you are available to talk after group if 
they are too nervous to speak up in front of the group.  
 
Students who believe in Christ for the 1st time will have a new believer kit that they 
can pick up to help them get growing in their faith.   
 
Next Steps: Students get on the schedule to be baptized the next week. The list 
will be in the foyer.  


