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JESUS’ EARLY MIRACLES | Mark 1 
 
Memory Verse:  16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  JOHN 3:16 
Big Picture Question:  Why did God create people? God created people to worship Him, love Him, 
and show His glory. 
Bottom Line:    We know that Jesus is God’s Son. 
Christ Connection:  Jesus’ miracles proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. They 
strengthened people’s faith and met their needs. Through Jesus, God did what is impossible for us 
to do on our own. He provided forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. 

 

Leader Notes: 

CONTEXT 
Early in His ministry, Jesus and His disciples traveled to Capernaum, a town on the northwestern shore of the 

Sea of Galilee. Capernaum became Jesus’ home and headquarters. (See Matt. 4:13.) He entered the synagogue 

on the Sabbath, when people would gather to hear and learn from the Scriptures. 

 

Jesus quickly set Himself apart from the scribes and other religious teachers. Unlike the scribes, who relied 

completely on traditional interpretations of the Torah from other teachers, Jesus spoke with authority. His 

teaching came from His own authority as the Author of truth, and it had a profound effect on His listeners—they 

were astonished! 

 

The early miracles recorded in Mark 1 demonstrate Jesus’ power and authority as the Son of God. Jesus drove 

an unclean spirit from a man in the synagogue; even the demons obey His commands. Then Jesus healed Peter’s 

mother-in-law, and that evening the people in the town brought to Jesus all those who were sick or afflicted with 

unclean spirits. What did Jesus do? He healed them! (Mark 1:34) 

 

Jesus’ miracles continued, and He healed a man with leprosy. Leprosy is a skin disease that would have marked 

a person as “unclean,” requiring him to be separated from the community. Jesus had compassion on the man 

and healed him immediately. 

 

Jesus’ miracles brought many people to faith in Him. They also proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God. These miracles strengthened people’s faith and met their needs. Isaiah prophesied that the promised 

Messiah would bear our sickness and carry our pain. (Isa. 53:4) Jesus fulfilled this prophecy as He healed people.  

 

Help kids make the connection that through Jesus, God did what is impossible for us to do on our own. He 

provided forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life for all who would trust in Him. 

 

TEACHING FOCUS  
In this series, we are looking at the early ministry of Jesus and his miracles.  We are learning that his ministry 

and miracles prove that He is God’s Son and we can trust Him with everything. 
As we teach kids about Jesus, point them to the fact that Jesus is God’s Son and His miracles 

prove it.  But we don’t just believe that He performed miracles, we believe that He is God’s Son who 
gave His life for us and that His greatest miracles was being raised from the dead. 

 

Christ Connection: Jesus’ miracles proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. They 
strengthened people’s faith and met their needs. Through Jesus, God did what is impossible for 
us to do on our own. He provided forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. 
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TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS 

 People came to Jesus and He healed them. 
 Jesus’ early miracles showed that He was God’s all-powerful Son. 
 Many people saw His miracles and believed in Him. 
 He heals us today by forgiving us of our sins and gives us life forever with Him. 
 Bottom Line:  We know that Jesus is God’s Son. 

 

Social:  Providing Time for Fun Interaction  (15 minutes) 
Activities that encourage preschoolers to enter the classroom and begin engaging with peers and small group 
leaders by providing age appropriate and hands on fun while introducing new concepts they will hear in the 
day’s Bible story. 
 
Pick it Up: 
What You Need:  several colors of scrap paper 
What You Do: 

 Gather paper in several colors. 

 Tear paper into small pieces and scatter on the floor.  Make sure you have more pieces of each color 
than children. 

 Gather kids and identify the different colors represented. 

 Call out a color.   

 Tell children that when you say,”pick it up” they should all pick up a piece of paper of that color.   

 Play until all the paper pieces are picked up.   

 If time allows, scatter the paper pieces and play again. 
What You Say:  “In our Bible stories we are going to find out how Jesus took care of lots of people.  He asked 
them to do all kinds of things to show that they believed in Jesus and were healed, even pick up their mat like 
you did with the paper today.  Let’s listen to the story to see how people followed and listened to Jesus. 
 
Worship 
Gather children on a rug or in a specific area of the classroom to tell the story.  Some kids (especially the 
younger ones) may wander.  That’s okay.  They’re still listening and learning! 
Play the DVD of All Star Kids worship (choose 1 song for today) 
What You Say:  “Way to go!  You are such amazing singers.  Now let’s sit down to learn from the Bible Story 

today.” 
 

Story Time: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways 
Engage kid’s hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a Large 
Group setting. 
 
Bible Story 
What You Need:  Bible 
What You Do:  Place a book mark in Mark 1 in your Bible.  Invite a preschooler to open it. 
What You Say:  Over the next few weeks, we will learn about some amazing things Jesus did on earth.  There 

are four Bible books about Jesus’ life on earth called the Gospels.  Today’s Bible story comes from the Gospel 
of Mark. 
 
PLAY BIBLE STORY VIDEO 
 
Talk about the Bible Story: 
“Jesus and his friends went to the synagogue in Capernaum.  Jesus began to teach.  Everyone was amazed 
because Jesus spoke like someone who was in charge.  While Jesus was preaching, Jesus helped a man who 
had an unclean spirit.  Everyone heard about what Jesus did, and they were amazed.  Then Jesus went to 
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Simon and Andrew’s house with James and John.  Simon’s mother-in-law was sick.  Jesus held her hand and 
healed her!  The whole town came to Jesus, and Jesus healed many people who were sick.  Jesus healed a 
man with sore places on his skin.  Jesus’ miracles showed He is God’s Son.  
 
 
Learn the Big Picture Question 
What You Say:  Jesus cares about all people because God made every person in His own image.  That’s our 

new big picture question:  What makes people special?  People are special because God made us in His own 
image.  Being made in God’s image means God made us to be like Him in certain ways. 
 
Practice the Memory Verse: 
Open your Bible to John 3:16.  Read the memory verse aloud several times. 
What You Say:  “This memory verse might be one of the most-well known verses in the Bible.  Many people 

have heard it, memorized it, or seen it as a bumper sticker.  In a way, this memory verse sums up the whole 
bible.  God loved us and showed His love by sending Jesus.  Everyone who has faith in Jesus won’t be 
punished for sin, but will live forever with God. 
 

Groups:  Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect through activities that are written to reach every learning style while  reinforcing 
the Main Point that was introduced during the Bible Story and applying it to real life experiences.  In addition, 
these activities provide preschoolers with an opportunity to build relationships with their Small Group Leaders.  
 

1. Make a first aid kit 

What You Need:  paper bags, crayons or markers, individually wrapped first aid supplies 

(bandaids, guaze, child proof ointments, sealed wipes), labels, stickers 

What You Do: 

o Give each kid a paper bag and encourage him to decorate it with something that reminds him 

of the Bible Story.   

o Then help him add an assortment of first-aid supplies to his bag. 

o Explain what each item is used for and remind kids to ask a grown-up for help anytime 

someone is hurt. 

o Encourage kids to tell others about Jesus’ love whenever they use the first-aid kit. 

o Print the memory verse on the labels. 

o Help kids practice repeating the memory verse after you. 

What You Say ” Jesus cares about people.  What makes people special?  People are special because God 
made us in His own image.  Mistakes and evil mess up God’s image in people, so Jesus came to heal us.  We 
might still get hurt, but we can have forgiveness and life with God forever with Jesus.  Whenever you use your 
first-aid kit to help people who are hurt, you can pray and tell them this good news while a grown-up takes care 
of the hurt.  Let’s practice by reviewing the memory verse right now! 
 

2.  Practice signing the Memory Verse 

What You Need:  Memory Verse Poster 

What You Do:   

o Show the poster to the kids. 
o As you say the words point to them on the poster. 
o Create simple hand motions to teach toddlers the memory verse.  Sample hand motions 

include, “For God(point to heaven)  so loved the world (draw the world in the air) that 
he gave his one  (show the number 1 on your fingers) and only Son (hold hands like 
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rocking a baby), that whoever believes  (point to your heart) in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life (draw the infinity sign in the air-figure eight).  JOHN 3:16 

o What You Say ” Jesus healed people because He cares about them.  But He didn’t just help 
the people we heard about in our Bible story today.  He gave His life to provide forgiveness and 
life with God forever to everyone who trusts in Him as the Son of God!”  

Pray and Dismiss: 

What You Need: no supplies needed 
What You Do: 

 Pray-  “Father, thank You for sending Jesus.  We can hardly understand Your love.  Help us love You 

back.  Give us courage we need to obey You in difficult circumstances.  Fill our hearts with compassion for 

others.  Amen.” 

 Send first aid kits home with kids and tell family that we are learning John 3:16 as our memory verse 

during this series.  They can practice at home. 

 

  
 

 
  


