
Worship Playlist
Nothing Else (Apr 7)

10th - 12th Grade

Series Summary: In this series, we will discuss the message of worship songs we
sing. As we do this we will see the biblical truths they point us towards and help us
see what it means to worship in “spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24)

Get Them Talking: What is something in your day-to-day that you feel like you have
to do as opposed to something you want to do?

Get Them Talking Leader Note: Living out our faith and relationship with Jesus
should be something we desire to do instead of something that we view as an
obligation. Going to school or doing chores are things that we don’t necessarily
desire to do, but are things that we have to do regardless of how we feel about it.

“I'm sorry when I've just gone through the motions
I'm sorry when I just sang another song
Take me back to where we started
I open up my heart to You
I'm sorry when I've come with my agenda
I'm sorry when I forgot that You're enough
Take me back to where we started
I open up my heart to You”

Can you relate to these words? Which ones and why?

Have you ever been in a place like that in your faith? If so, what did you do to get out
of it?



VIDEO TEACHING

Amos 5:21-23 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench
to me. 22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not
accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for
them. 23 Away with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to the music of your
harps.

They did worship without ever worshipping: They had festivals. They had
assemblies. They did the stuff that looked like worship, but it wasn’t actually
worshipping God...at least not the worship that God wanted. For them, worship
was a task or responsibility. It was also not evident in their lives (vs 25) as they had
rebelled against God for generations.

Why is that mindset so dangerous?
● Nobody knows but you… at least at 1st
● You can convince yourself that you are fine because you are doing all the

right things.

Transition - But this is not where God desires for us to be. We see this in how he
responded to the Church in Ephesus which was going through a similar time of
apathy in Revelation ch 2.

Revelation 2 Context: Revelation 2:1-7 is part of a section in Revelation (ch 2-3) that is
speaking directly to the Churches in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). These short
letters were meant to encourage (2-4) and correct the church (4-6). We see in verses
4-6 that the church in Ephesus had forsaken their first love.

Revelation 2:1-3 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of
him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden
lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that
you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be
apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have
endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.

What did the Church of Ephesus get right?

Leader Note: It is important to see that not everything about the church of Ephesus
was bad.  They persevered, didn’t tolerate sin, and rejected false teaching. But that



didn’t excuse or make up for “forsaking their first love (Jesus).” This shows us that we
can do a lot of good things like going to church or reading our Bible. But if we do not
have a deep-rooted love for the Lord and desire to worship HIm something is
missing!

Revelation 2:4-5 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at
first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If
you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.

What did the Church of Ephesus get wrong? What does it mean in vs 4 when John
says “You have forsaken the love you had at first?”

Leader Note: In essence, the church of Ephesus did not love and worship the Lord as
they did in the beginning when they first believed.

What can we learn from the Church of Ephesus?

(10-12th) One day you guys will have to choose a new church when you leave home
for college or to pursue a new job. How does the passage we just read together
shape what you are looking for in a future church?

(8-12th) What does a church, student ministry, or small group look like that has a
passion and love for the Lord?

(8-12th) How can we encourage one another to to not “forsake the love” we had for
the Lord when we 1st believed?

Vs 5- If we find ourselves with the same problem as the church of Ephesus and have
grown apathetic in our faith what is the solution? The key to this is what John mean
when he said “repent and do the things you did at first.”

Leader Note: John is telling the church of Ephesus to remember the love they had
for the Lord when they first believed. In other words, the church needed to be
reminded of the Gospel and to stop taking Christ’s love for granted.

Application: Just like the Church of Ephesus we can find ourselves going through
the motions because have lost sight of how much God has done for us. The solution
is to repent of our apathy and worship him like we did when we first believed.


