
Genesis
Apr 20: The Tower

Series Summary: This is the story of
God creating and bringing order and
function into the earth, the rebellion of
humanity against divine authority, and
God’s unfolding plan to restore
creation and humankind to his original
purposes through grace and faith.
Genesis 1–11 tells of God and his
relationship to the entire world.

Big Idea/Question: We as people like
to be in control of our lives. However,
that harms us spiritually and in our
relationship with God. Why should we
turn from pride as followers of Jesus?

GET THEM TALKING

What are sins in the Bible that we can easily ignore or pretend that they are not
serious?

Would you consider pride as a sin that is not taken seriously? If so, why do you think
we do that?

GROUP DISCUSSION
(the tower & pride)

Genesis 11:2-4 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As
people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to
each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick
instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a



city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for
ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”

What were the motives of the people for building this tower?

Leader Note: Two things
1. They wanted to make a name for themselves (pride). They wanted to make

much of their own reputation and glory. In a sense, they wanted to prove that
they were independent people who didn't need God.

2. They did not want to be dispersed (security). It makes sense that they
wanted to stay in one location as that provided security and safety. However,
this was directly disobeying God’s command to “fill all the earth” (Gen 9:1 & 7).
Once again, God gave very simple instructions and man was refusing to obey.

Is pride still an issue today? How so?
● To put it another way: Do we still try to make much of our own selves rather

than making much of God? How so?

Genesis 11:5-7 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people
were building. 6 The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they
have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7
Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each
other.”

Why did God confuse their language? Was he right in doing so?

Leader Note: God confused their language because he saw a pattern that was eerily
similar to what occurred in Gen 3:4-6. Once again, people were buying into the
prideful belief that man should seek out equality with God and does not need God.
God was not being anti-building project or anti-success. God was showing that he
will freely correct us when sinful motives creep up in our lives, even if they seem
innocent to others and ourselves.

Pride is the mindset that says I don’t need anybody else, I can do this on my own.
What is so dangerous about pride?

Why is pride a sin?

Leader Note: A few thoughts on why pride is so dangerous and why we should not
brush it off as an innocent sin.

1. Pride sells us a lie. The foundation of pride is 100% self-independence (even
from God). The problem is that we are 100% dependent on God. We cannot



save ourselves. We cannot redeem ourselves. We cannot obey on our own. We
even need God (The Holy Spirit) to convict us of our sin.

2. It cuts you off from the need for a savior. If you believe that you can do
everything on your own you don’t need God. This is why Jesus gave such stern
warnings to the wealthy (Mark 10:25), and high praise for the poor and outcast
(Matt 5:3).

What is the key to removing pride from our lives? Or how do we keep ourselves from
becoming prideful?

Leader Note/For Further Study: The book of Proverbs speaks on the danger of pride
extensively. Proverbs 16:18-20 tells us that “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty
spirit before a fall. 19 Better to be lowly in spirit along with the oppressed than to
share plunder with the proud. 20 Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and
blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord.”

How did God deal with the sin of pride in the following passage?

Genesis 11:8-9 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they
stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the Lord
confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over
the face of the whole earth.

What does this passage show us about God’s nature?

Leader Note: Is God being a control freak? No! He is being a loving father. A loving
father would never allow his children to go on doing wrong without correcting them
in love. God was perfectly right, just, and wise to do what he did.

How might God humble us today when pride becomes an issue in our lives?

VIDEO TEACHING

The Solution to pride is humility. The catch is if we will not go there willingly God
will humble us for our own good!

2 Corinthians 12:1-4

Paul had every reason to be prideful in his Religious resume. But he wouldn't do
it. He refused to take pride, or boast, in all that he had done as a Christian or as a
Jew (Phil 3:5-6)



2 Corinthians 12:5-6

Paul did not make much of himself because he wanted to make much of Jesus.
However, Paul did not come by this humility all on his own. In fact, his humility was
a very hard earned lesson.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore,
in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a
messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take
it away from me.

God uses the humble: To truly be used by God we must walk in humility. Because
it can not be about us. It was never supposed to be about us. So What do we do
then… humble yourself now. Do not force God to  humble you. See what all God
has done for you and embrace the fact that you and everybody else on planet
Earth is 100% dependent on God.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(Gospel motivated humility)

Based on this passage, what is the motivation for humility? Why should believers in
Jesus choose humility?

Philippians 2:3-8 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each
of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with one another, have
the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made
himself nothing  by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!

The goal is not simply to avoid pride. Instead, the goal is to pursue humility as Jesus
did. What does it look like to live with humility?

Vs 7-8. How did Jesus model humility for us?


