
Genesis
Apr 13: The Flood

Series Summary: This is the story of
God creating and bringing order and
function into the earth, the rebellion of
humanity against divine authority, and
God’s unfolding plan to restore
creation and humankind to his original
purposes through grace and faith.
Genesis 1–11 tells of God and his
relationship to the entire world.

Big Idea/Question: The account of the
Flood points out how God responds to
sin, with wrath and mercy.

GET THEM TALKING

Who has read any of the book of Genesis?

What do you remember the book of Genesis being about?

Leader Note: It is easy for us to assume that our students have a baseline
understanding of scripture. Some do! Others have never read any scripture.
Therefore, do not assume that your students have heard of Noah and the Flood
account.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
(A FALLEN WORLD)



Genesis 6:5-6 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had
become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart
was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on
the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.

What does this passage tell us about the nature of us (human beings)?

How does this compare to the language used to describe all of creation in chapters 1
and 2?

Leader Note: Remember 4 chapters ago when God was creating all things and
everything was described as “good” or for man “very good”? Look how far we have
come. Look at how much sin costs us. This should remind us to never underestimate
the destructive power of sin.

Genesis 6:7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I
have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move
along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.”

How did God respond to the sinful nature of man? Does this seem too harsh?

Leader Note: The Bible could stop here and God would be perfectly justified in doing
so! Death is what we deserve. Jesus is what we were given. We must always
remember that grace and mercy was a gift we never deserved. That is what makes
the Cross so amazing, we did not deserve it!

Now in the midst of this fallen and sinful world, there was a man that followed God.
He did not do as others did. In doing so he gave us an amazing example of how to
live and worship God in a fallen world.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
(LIVING IN A FALLEN WORLD)

Genesis 6:8-13 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 9 This is the account of
Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his
time, and he walked faithfully with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and
Japheth. 11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God
saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted
their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the



earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them
and the earth.

Noah was a man alone. He faithfully walked with the Lord when no one else around
him was doing so. He obeyed the Lord when no one expected him to.
I want a faith like that! I want to know how Noah did that. I hope that each of us
always has a faithful community of believers around us encouraging us to honor God.
But the reality is that at times we will have to faithfully walk with the Lord when no
one else is.

Have you ever had a situation where you felt like you were faithfully obeying the Lord
alone?

What do you think the key is to having a faith like Noah’s, to trust in the Lord when
no one else is or is encouraging you to?

Leader Note: A couple of thoughts regarding the question above:
● At the heart of the issue we must decide who we are trying to please- God or

people (Gal 1:10).
● We must be grounded in God's word & will so that we are absolutely clear on

what God has commanded us to do (_________)
● We have to answer the question of are we willing to look foolish for the Lord (1

Cor 1:26-29)?

Genesis 6:14-17 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat
it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three
hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16 Make a roof for it,
leaving below the roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the side of
the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring floodwaters
on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath
of life in it. Everything on earth will perish.

This was no small task! God was asking Noah to begin building this massive ark
that would have taken years to build. An ark that was going to protect his family from
the rain that had never fallen to the earth at that point (Gen 2:6). I have no doubt that
Noah was considered a fool by all who saw this. My question is are we willing to be
considered the same? The Bible still calls us to do things and hold to truths that the
world may count as foolish.

Introspective question: Are you willing to obey God even if it means others think of
you as foolish or strange?



What commands of scripture are we called to obey that those who do not know the
Lord would see as foolish?

Genesis 6:19-22 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and
female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of
animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you
to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it
away as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did everything just as God commanded
him.

10-12th (advanced): In the flood account we see God’s wrath towards sin (the flood),
and yet still merciful (the ark). It is easy for us to be confused by this. How can God
pour out his wrath on the earth yet still be merciful? Why is it so important that God
is both and not either-or?

8-12th: How does the Flood account point towards Jesus? This is an important
question to ask any time you are reading the Old Testament.

Leader Note (for the 2 questions above): In the Flood, God demonstrates his wrath
towards sin and his mercy. Both are part of God’s nature. God cannot ignore or look
past sin. If he did then he would not be perfectly righteous. Yet God is also loving and
merciful. This is why Jesus was sent to pay the penalty for our sin. Our rebellion and
sin could not be ignored; it had to be atoned for. So God in His perfect mercy gave his
one and only son to die for us. There are 66 books in the Bible with more than a
dozen authors written over 1500 years and ALL OF IT IS ABOUT JESUS.

Vs 22- What sticks out to you about Noah’s response to God’s command?

Leader Note: There is not a big back-and-forth between Noah and God. Noah did not
question God or his intentions like Moses did (Exodus 3). Instead, Noah faithfully went
about obeying all that God commanded just as he commanded. This is humbling
and convicting.

VIDEO TEACHING
(The Covenant of Noah)

Genesis 6:18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the
ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you.

… Because God is faithful! He is a covenant maker and a covenant keeper…
even when we are not. A covenant is a binding agreement between two parties.



But when God makes a covenant, a promise, he keeps his end of the bargain even
when we do not. We see how much God keeps his promises in Ch 9 in his sealing
the promise in the rainbow.

Genesis 9:8-17

So What? Why does this matter to me? Think about the people that you trust.
You trust them for a reason. They have proven themselves to be trustworthy. You
do not trust people that lie to you. You do not trust people that fail to show up
when they say they do. Well… God keeps his promises! HE is trustworthy!


