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In Praise of Our Staff 

Continued on page four 

Last week I visited our District Office in Fort Dodge. I asked how the District thought our sister con-
gregations were doing during the pandemic. I was expecting something like, “Keep them in your 
prayers; they are struggling, but they will make it.” But what I got was something completely differ-
ent. Speaking about the pastors and staff in our sister congregations, I was told that there was good 
reason to believe a number of them would end up suffering the effects of PTSD, as a result of doing 
ministry in the pandemic.  

  
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 says, “We ask you, brothers, to respect 
these who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and ad-
monish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of 
their work. Be at peace among yourselves.” One of the things I 
enjoy most about being your Pastor are the people I get to work 
with; Pastor Coop, Kathy Olson, Arkay Brown, John Ritchey, and 
Alissa McLellan (not to mention the people I get to work with on 
the weekend—Rhonda Christensen and Kathy Sievers—and the 
entire Preschool Staff (Amy, Kimberly, Mattie, Virginia, Alyssa, 
Karen, Katrina, and Susan). I have worked with a number of truly 
wonderful people at my former congregations, but as far as a staff 
TEAM, nothing comes close to the group we have here at St. 
Paul. Their dedication to the work they have been called and con-
tracted to do is second only to their heart-felt desire to see people 

growing in their faith and their allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
  
Monday is my regular day off. And so my Tuesday is everyone else’s Monday. After chapel, at 9:30, 
we get together for our weekly Staff Meeting. We all share what we have going on the coming week, 
how we can help each other out, what we need from each other, and close in everyone praying. I look 
forward to this meeting and getting to spend time with some dear brothers and sisters in Christ, shar-
ing our ministry in the gospel together, and building each other up. It is one of the highlights of my 
week.  
  
I cannot overstate how much your supportive words, gestures of support, and kindness are appreciated 
by the staff. (And, of course, how demoralizing it is when we have to listen to or experience the oppo-
site.) Please continue to pray for your church and preschool staff. We know that Satan would like for 



How Can I Help You? 
It’s a simple question that has possibly been on 
your mind over the past few weeks with the 
Derecho that passed through our area. Maybe 
you’ve even posed it to your immediate neigh-
bors or family friends, looking for ways in 
which you could be a blessing and benefit to 
them. But I would like to ask the question of 
you, specifically, as your pastor: 

 

How can I help you? 
 

The Apostle Paul reminded the Christians in 
Rome that the Lord God had given each of 
them gifts, as part of the body of Christ, to build 
one another up, whether they be for prophecy, 
service, teaching, exhortation, contribution, or 
acts of mercy (Romans 12:6-8). He also re-
minds the Christians in Ephesus earlier that 
they are God’s workmanship, and that the Lord 
God has established works for them each spe-
cifically to do, by which His grace is manifest-
ed to more people (Ephesians 2:10).  
 
In each of these passages, though, the calling 
that the Lord gave to his people of old, through 
the Apostle Paul, is still the same for you! The 
Lord God has called you into His family at this 
time, in this place, in order that you may use the 
gifts, talents, and life experiences that you’ve 
had in order to build up this community of 
Christ, St. Paul Lutheran Church. The Lord has 
prepared things in advance, even before the 
foundation of the world, for you to do at this 
time and in this place; yes, even in the midst of 
the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
But, the Lord God, in His infinite wisdom and 
knowledge, knew that you were going to need 
help. He knew you were going to need to be 
build up and equipped along the way for all that 
He has in store for you to do. And there are 
many people along the way that He has used for 
this very purpose. Maybe it was your parents, 
who raised you up in a godly, Christ-centered 
home, and passed down a love for Jesus and the 

Scriptures to you. Maybe it was a Sunday 
School teacher, an elder, or even a previous 
pastor who walked alongside you and showed 
you Christ in a special way. 
 
But, what Paul reminds the Ephesians later on 
in his letter to them, is still applicable and bind-
ing for us today, that God has raised up “the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shep-
herds, and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity and of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God” (Ephesians 4:12-13a). This is the calling 
that God has given to you as part of His family, 
but He’s given me, as your pastor, the honor 
and privilege of helping to equip you for what 
He has called you to do. So, my question to you 
is an earnest question, and one which I would 
love to receive a response back from you to. 
 

How can I help you? How can I serve you? 
How can I help equip you more for the work 

that the Lord has given to you? 
 

So please, give me a call, send me an email, 
write me a letter, request a visit, or drop by 
Church and talk to me in person, so that I can 
help and support you in the calling Christ has 
given you! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Andrew 



On October 9 and 10, we are holding our annual Church Rummage 
Sale. Proceeds will go toward our Youth Ministry. 
 

The Family Life Center will be open for drop-off on Wednesday, 
October 7, 5:00-7:00pm and on Thursday, October 8, 8:00am-7:00pm. 
After the sale, leftover items will be picked up a charity.  
 

LIKE TO BAKE? Anyone who enjoys baking is certainly welcome 
to bring some delicious goodies for the sale.  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We will need a lot of help running the 
sale. Please sign up to work as many sessions as you’d like.  
 
 
COVID-19 guidelines will be 
followed. The number of shoppers 
will be limited and face masks/
coverings will be required when 
entering the building.  

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED: 
mattresses, cribs, TVs or computer 
monitors (flat screens ok), treadmills 
or heavy exercise equipment, organs, 
printers, VHS tapes, child car seats, 
broken/non-working items, anything 
that requires a disposal fee.  



Continued from page one 

Message From Council President 

Land Committee  
 
Progress on a draft contract continues to be 
slow due to COVID-19, as well as negotia-
tions between the landowner and the city. 
When a draft contract is completed, that con-
tract, and all details surrounding it, will be 
shared with the congregation. No contract can 
be implemented without the approval of the 
Voters Assembly.    
 
 

Men’s Mission Group 
 
The Men’s Mission Group will continue its 
hiatus from regular gatherings for now. If an-
yone is aware of projects the group can as-
sist with, please contact Greg Stokke, Jim 
Anderson, or Bob Peters. 

DCE Call 
St. Paul as a congregation has had a number of significant events since it was chartered in 1967. Some 
of the most recent events are: 2016 — called Pastor Duncan McLellan; 2018 — called Pastor Andrew 
Coop; 2020 — calling a Director of Christian Education (DCE).  
 
This last pending event will hopefully, with the Lord’s blessing, occur within the next 30 days, when 
we will announce a special voters meeting. The call committee still has some items to complete on its 
part of the call process after which it will make a recommendation to the voters. That meeting will 
require a majority of the voters to be present for us to make the call and we will need your support to 
conduct an official call meeting. Please plan to attend and support the committee’s efforts to complete 
the St. Paul portion of the call process.  
 
Communications 
Last month I mentioned having heard members concerns about church council communications. Ef-
fective communications are a two-way effort and the church council can and should only address an 
issue when it clearly understands it. I offered time on the council agenda to listen to member con-
cerns. That offer is still open. The next scheduled church council meeting is in the FLC on Tuesday, 
September 15 at 6:30 pm.  
 
I look forward to serving the Lord with you for the next ten months.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
Gary Lohmann 

nothing more than to see division and pride 
replace the unity and camaraderie we have.  
  
And this is not to ignore our wonderful volun-
teers: members of the Church Council, 
Boards, Committees, and people who just 
want to come by and help out. They too have 
done a stand-up job during a very difficult 
time and would also covet your prayers and 
words of encouragement.  
  
As the author of the book of Hebrews 
wrote: “And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglect-
ing to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more 
as you see the Day drawing near.” 
  
Pastor Duncan  
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Sunday School, Midweek & Rally Day Updates 
Sunday School - Sunday school will start off 
looking a lot different than in past years. We 
will kick off the school year on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20 with a Drive Thru Rally Day 
Event! Kids ages 3 years to 8th grade will 
receive a book (Bible or Catechism) and /or a 
gift bag.  The event will begin after the 
11:00am worship service (approx 11:45 am) 
and go until 2:30 pm.   
 
Due to COVID and classroom construction, 
we are unable to meet in a traditional class-
room setting. Until we can safely meet togeth-
er again, we will be offering Children’s 
Church on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at the 9:00 
am worship service. We will happily offer this 
at other services if the need grows. 
 
On the 2nd and 4th Sundays, lesson packets 
will be available for students. More infor-
mation will be coming on how and where to 
obtain the packets. 
 
Midweek - Midweek will also be very differ-
ent to start off! For grades 1st - 5th, we will 
follow the Ankeny School District’s hybrid 

model where one half the classes (group A) comes 
week 1, and the second half of the classes (group 
B) comes the next week on week 2.  Midweek 
will continue to be on Wednesdays from 4:00 to 
5:30 pm, beginning on September 23.   
 
Unfortunately, we will be unable to offer rides to 
church, games or snacks. We will monitor 
COVID restrictions though the year and will 
hopefully be able to offer these options again at 
some point.   
 
More detailed information will be coming soon. 
 
Registration information for both Sunday School 
and Midweek will be coming soon. We anticipate 
being able to meet together in classes in the near 
future. By registering your child(ren), that helps 
us plan for classroom space, curriculum needs, 
allergy needs and provides us with current contact 
information. Thank you in advance! 
 
In the meantime, if you have questions please 
contact Cindy Twedt at 515-240-7179.   
 
The Board of Education 

Living with the loss of a loved one is hard.  
GriefShare is a program that provides support to 
anyone seeking help in dealing with the loss of a 
family member or friend.   
  
GriefShare meetings, led by Stephen Ministers 
from St. Paul, will start on Monday, September 14 
at 6:30pm. These weekly meetings will now be 
held remotely on Zoom. The program lasts 12 
weeks.  
 
To enroll, or if you have questions, please contact 
Betty Berlau at bberlau@hotmail.com or 515-249
-9968, or Nancy Medick at   

nmedick@yahoo.com or 515-371-4639. 

GriefShare to Begin Sept. 14 
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Listen Up Hearing Aid Users! 

The church audio system now includes a Blue-
tooth accessory that can pair the church ser-
vice directly to ReSound brand hearing aids 
having Bluetooth capability. Simply push the 
button on your hearing aid pairing device to 
connect. This also may work with other hear-
ing aid brands, too.  

Direct Support  
Professionals Week  
Do you know someone who is a caregiver to a 
loved one? It is a role that is both demanding 
and meaningful. During September’s National 
Direct Support Professionals Week, we cele-
brate all the ways in which professional care-
givers help children and adults achieve their 
goals and build meaningful lives, especially 
during the extra challenges surrounding 
COVID-19 this year.  
 
One way LSI empowers Iowans is through 
our Services for People with Disabilities. 
From 24-hour support to occasional respite 
care, the LSI team lifts up Iowans with disa-
bilities as they find the confidence and inde-
pendence they need to thrive. In recent 
months, our DSPs have been dedicated to the 
people we are privileged to serve, adding ex-
tra safety measures to continue supporting 
individuals in our 24-hour facilities and 
providing new activities to keep everyone 
entertained and busy when leaving the house 
was not safely an option.  
 
This high-quality care is possible because of 
you – thank you for lifting up your Iowa 
neighbors in times of crisis! If you would like 
to learn more about how you can support cru-
cial programming like LSI’s Services for Peo-
ple with Disabilities, please contact Deb 
Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and 
church relations, at 563-676-2065 or Debo-
rah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.   

The process for the call of a new DCE for St. 
Paul is continuing to move forward. I was 
asked to take over as chair of the committee 
in early July. I would like to thank Greg 
Stokke for his leadership of the committee up 
until that time.  
 
Since that time, we have reviewed a number 
of excellent candidates and narrowed that 
candidates to a few to schedule interviews 
with via the Zoom teleconference platform. 
Those interviews were conducted over the 
course of multiple nights and all went ex-
tremely well. We are now in the process of 
setting up in person interviews, allowing us to 
get to know the candidates better and vice 
versa. These will be occurring primarily over 
the first half of September.  
  
I believe I speak for the entire committee 
when I thank you for the support we have 
received from the congregation thus far and 
ask you to continue to remember us and the 
candidates in your prayers. We are confident 
that, with the Lord’s guidance, we will led to 
the right DCE that I am confident He has al-
ready chosen. 
 
Jon Jero 

From the DCE Call Committee 
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LWML Updates 
There will be no meeting in September as several have said they are not ready to be back into a 
group. We will try again in October. 
 
What was your first thoughts this morning? “I woke up so I must still be alive.”  “I dread going to 
work because I hate my job?”  “Just another day of pain?” or “Why can’t I just hide from the world 
and stay in bed all day?” 
 
The psalmist tells us to rejoice and be glad because today is a gift from God! What we choose to do 
with it is up to us. The question then becomes what will our response be to Jesus? How will we let 
others see that God is at work in us? 
 
One way we can do that is through LWML’s Giving Tuesday September 15. We have the opportunity 
to share our blessings by contributing to the 2019-2021 LWML Mission Goal. Two out of every three 
people do not know Jesus as their Savior. Your donation can help and be matched by a generous do-
nor’s gift on Giving Tuesday. Donate online at LWML,org/giving Tuesday or through LWML Face-
book. If you are unable to donate online, you may send your contribution to the LWML office at 801 
Seminary Place Suite L010, ST. Louis, MO 63105. Be sure to note Giving Tuesday with your contri-
bution. 
 
Hope you are all doing well and recovered from the storm!   
 
Hope to see you all soon. 
Betty McConnell 
LWML President  

Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
 
The Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
will resume on Thursday, September 3 at 
9:30am in the Sanctuary to allow for social 
distancing. All women are welcome. 
 
They will continue the study of Ten Women 
of the Bible and resume with chapter six.  
 
For questions or information contact Betty 
Berlau at 515-249-9968 or Marsha Lohmann 
at 669-9563.  

Romans Bible Study 
 
The Romans Bible Study will meet on Thurs-
day, September 10 at 9:30am following Daily 
Chapel. They will meet in the Youth Room.  
 
They will do a short review and then pick up 
where they left on in March: Part Two, Ses-
sion Four, Day Five and start Session Five.  
 
Social distancing will be followed and you 
are welcome to wear a face mask/covering.  
If you have questions please contact Betty 
Berlau. 

Bible Studies Beginning in September 



The Preschool held three different Summer Camps between mid-July and early August. The camps 
received a lot of positive feedback about how much the campers enjoyed it and feedback from the 
families telling us what a great program St. Paul is running.  
 
This year the Preschool is focusing on “The Fruit of The Spirits,” and our teachers are hard at work 
transforming the classrooms and writing lesson plans. The Preschool did receive some grant money 
specifically for helping the Preschool open for the school year. That money is being used to help buy 
school and cleaning supplies. The Preschool Open House was held on August 22 and August 23. The 
Preschool start date is around the corner starting on September 8 and 9. Our teachers are ready to have 
a classroom filled with joy and laughter once again!  
 
After Derecho, the Preschool has had a lot of families withdraw from the program. This helped the 
preschool board and the preschool teachers think hard on what the Preschool goals should be for this 
year. While the Preschool has always had great care we would really like to drive home that Jesus 
loves us and St. Paul is here for you. With this thought it was decided to put together a welcome bag 
for the preschoolers from St. Paul. In this, it would include things like information on church services, 
church activities, maybe some old VBS crafts, a nice little book, etc. These bags will encourage these 
young families to come join our awesome church and hear the word of God. Many of the preschool 
families only get the Word of God from their preschooler. If you would like to donate towards this 
project please contact the Preschool Board Chair, Alyssa Wendzel for more information.  
 
Another thing that the preschool board has been 
looking into is adding a Kindergarten class. With 
this third classroom it allows the Preschool to do a 
few things. We can offer up another three or four 
year old classroom or even add a new section. We 
have had many Preschool parents show interest if 
St. Paul were to offer a Kindergarten class. The 
Preschool Board is still looking into all possibili-
ties if this can be offered. If it can be offered, Kin-
dergarten would start the 2021-2022 school year.  
 
The next Preschool Board meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, September 21 at 6:30pm in the Pre-
school area. If you would like to attend you are 
welcome. The Preschool Board would love to hear 
your thoughts about the Preschool program!  
 
Thank you for your continued support of our Pre-
school program! 
 
Alyssa Wendzel  
Preschool Board Chairperson 
Email: preschoolboard@stpaulankeny.org 

What’s Happening at St. Paul Preschool? 

Greetings from the preschool! 
   
We are looking forward to another school 
year of sharing Jesus and watching our pre-
cious students grow and develop.  
 
We still have a couple spots left in most of 
our classes, so please spread the word.  
Please keep our Christ-centered preschool 
ministry in your prayers. 
 
God’s blessings,  
Alissa McLellan  
Preschool Director 



Youth Group 
Mark your calendar! Youth group will be starting 
back up Wednesday, September 23. Junior Youth 
group will meet from 5:30pm to 6:30pm. (At this 
time we will not be serving food.) 
 
Senior Youth Group will meet the same night 
from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. Due to Covid-19 there 
are a few changes. We will be taking temperatures 
and asking everyone to wash their hands when 
they arrive. We are also requiring the youth to 
wear face masks for the time being. We will 
reevaluate as we go and promise to keep you up-
dated. 
 

2020 Youth Gatherings 
Iowa District West Youth Gatherings have been 
cancelled this year because of Covid-19.  
 

Rummage Sale 
Let us help you get rid of your clutter by donating 
to the church rummage sale scheduled for October 9 and 10! See the ad on page two for drop off dates 
and times. 
 
Please consider donating and volunteering to help with the sale. Sign-up sheets will be posted very 
soon. Proceeds from the sale will go towards helping our youth attend the 2022 National Youth Gath-
ering in Houston. 
 

Board Meetings 
Youth board meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7:00pm in the youth room. St. Paul 
members are always invited to attend. The next meeting is Tuesday, September 8 due to the Labor 
Day holiday. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact Malisa Davies at 515-240-3687. 
 

The Youth Board 

We volunteered to help with the Preschool 
Open House on Saturday, August 22 and 
Sunday, August 23. We greeted families and 
gave directions to the classrooms. We also 
provided goodies for their take-home bags.  
 
October 9 and 10 we will be helping the 
Youth with the annual Rummage Sale, vol-
unteering to set up tables and assisting dur-
ing sale hours. Members are also asked to 
bring baked goods to sell (always a big hit!).  
 
We are still discussing and considering the 
Big Rake in November. We will keep you 
updated on progress.  
 
Lynn Hanselman 
Evangelism Board Chairperson  



Tuesday, September 1 at 6:30 pm, join us in 
the Family Life Center and bring your guitar, 
bass guitar, piano hands, percussion instru-
ments and/or your voice. Social distancing 
will be practiced and masks are encouraged.  
 
There are multiple places to plug in spaced 
throughout the FLC. Please plan to bring your 
own amp/chords if you are playing electric! If 
you can bring your own extension chord, that 
would be very helpful too. We’ll have some 
fun putting together a couple songs and/or 

As with most everything the past five months, music ministry has been a little different, to say the 
least! However, God still provides! Just one way is through His amazing gift of music given to 
us. Whether it be through our ol’ standard all time favorite hymns like “Be Still My Soul” (and so 
many others!) He provides us comfort and peace, or whether it be through newly-written Christian 
songs that provide us hope or tell the amazing story of God’s never-ending love for us, His gift of mu-
sic remains the same. It is a means of expression, worship, and praise that communicates like no oth-
er. Words and emotion stick with us through song on another level. For me, there is not a day that 
goes by in which music isn’t weaved throughout.…in the background, actively listening, rehearsing, 
performing, on TV or a movie. And I bet that is likely 
in some ways for you, too! Even if you’re not a 
“music person” I encourage you to be cognizant of the 
music that takes place during your day and simply 
recognize this wonderful gift God has given us. It is a 
constant reminder of His love and is something to be 
extremely grateful for during these times we are all 
living. 
 
While we don’t have a definite date by which we will safely be able to sing and play instruments in 
full groups, there are still many opportunities to participate in the music ministry at St. Paul. If you 
would like to sing or play an instrument as a solo, duet, or very small group (3-4) that can be socially 
distant, opportunities are available. During our shorter weekend services, there is time during com-
munion or as an opening song for music. I am always looking for instrumental or vocal music to share 
on  a “Music Monday” video for our YouTube Channel and Facebook page. Also, if you would like to 
be a part of a song recording for our online worship service, opportunities are available.  
 
Thank you to those who have recently been sharing your musical gifts either online or during wor-
ship. You have been a blessing to many! If you are interested in participating in the previously men-
tioned ways or have questions, please contact Arkay Brown (Music Director) at 
arkay@stpaulankeny.org or (515) 451-3241.  

Music Ministry Still Active During Pandemic 

even just jamming on some catchy chord pro-
gressions. This is for all playing levels. Even 
if you only know a chord or two or can read 
one hand of piano, please feel comfortable 
joining us -- it’s a great opportunity to learn a 
few tricks or maybe some new chords! These 
nights are for fun (not performance!) and fel-
lowship as brothers and sisters in 
Christ...come join us!  
Arkay Brown and/or Glenn Gustafson will be 
leading. If you have questions please contact 
Arkay Brown. 

Tuesday Jam Nights Are Back! 
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We started 2020 with COVID-19 and now a Derecho (Big Wind), not much is normal about this year. 
However, Christ is always here for us but we need to continually ask for His help and worship Him. 
The Elders continue to be concerned for the well being of our congregation’s members and want you 
to ask for help when needed. We look forward to when we all can attend church services as usual with-
out the concern for contacting the corona virus but until then please let us know of any of your con-
cerns and suggestions for improving the reliability of our disinfectant and separation procedures. Com-
ing in the near future will be a new spray mister that will atomize the disinfectant for improved cover-
age of the pews, rails and chairs.   
 
Church service attendance has been good but could always be better. We continue to review attend-
ance by service to determine if one service could be eliminated to allow time for going to regular ser-
vices or provide more time between services for better flow of members in and out of our church be-
tween services.  
 
The Elders, Evangelism board and Stewardship board plan a second Phone-a-thon to check on mem-
bers and to explain the approach that we have been taking to minimizing the possibility of service at-
tendees contacting the corona virus. This is planned for September 13. Hopefully, we will contact your 
family but we will not get to everyone, so call your Elder if you are not contacted to let him know how 
you are doing and request a visit from him or a pastor which ever you prefer. 
 
Dave Brunelle and Len Mash were appointed and approved as new elders by the Council at the August 
meeting. There is still one open elder position. Here are the current list of elders and their cottage 
(member) assignments along with their email addresses. 

Elder   Email Address    Member Assignment 
Eric Bradley  ericbradley389@gmail.com              Acton to Brown 
Tim Davies  t.davies@att.net    Brunell to Doering 
Ron Behrens   rbehrens012@gmail.com  Donovan to Gatz 
Jon Jero  jonj927@gmail.com   George to Harris 
Gary Hauge  GHMH2Barn@aol.com   Harvey to Jeske  
Dave Brunelle  dpbrunelle@gmail.com   Johnson to Lentz 
Dean Miller  dean.miller94@gmail.com  Light to Miller 
Bob Peters  bobpeters6@msn.com   Moehnke to Phillips 
Len Mash  grampamash@aol.com    Piepho to Rude 
Dennis Shaltanis shaltanis@msn.com   Rutter to Sturtz 
Dave Thompson cannoneerdlt@outlook.com  Sunderman to Wehmas 
Vacant   bobpeters6@msn.com (for now)  Wendzel to Zubradt 

Membership and Service Attendance Report: 
 
July 2019 Baptized – 807 Confirmed – 640 Family Units – 317 Service Att - 350 
July 2020 Baptized – 755 Confirmed – 603 Family Units – 304 Service Att. - 192 
 
In Christ,  
Bob Peters 
Head Elder 

Elder Updates and Report  
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Call to order at 6:30. Opening Devotion by Pastor McLellan. How have we been blessed? Don Strat-
mann gave thanks for successful surgery for Mary. Kaleb Grev gave thanks for his brothers wedding 
safely. Tim Krehbiel gave thanks that his youngest were able to graduate and move on from high 
school. Bob Peters gave thanks for the phone a thon and the positivity that came of it.  
 
Special Reports 
Council Communications — Don Stratmann brought up some frustration that things in the epistle 
read “in Dropbox” and not many people have access to that. Zach will try to write up an abbreviated 
version of the minutes and reports to put into the Epistle for voters to read and understand what is go-
ing on in council meetings.  
DCE Call Status — Jon Jero has had 2 meetings with the call committee. At the first meeting they 
moved to narrow the list of candidates to 5 people they would like to have Zoom interviews. 2 of 
those candidates have asked to have their names removed from consideration. The most recent meet-
ing was to come up with some questions to ask during interviews.  
Motion to accept June Meeting Minutes made by Lynn, seconded by Kaleb. Motion Passed. 
Senior Pastor Report — Had a meeting with Kristin Brunell about online VBS. Have seen a lot of 
interest from new families about online VBS. Pastor would like to take a Survey Class with a previ-
ous Seminary professor. Classes would be held on Tuesday evenings. 
Associate Pastor Report — Thanks to Bob Peters and everyone who helped with the phone a thon. 
Stewardship talked about using that phone list to continue reaching out. 
A service will be added at 4pm Saturdays that will be a mask required service with pre recorded mu-
sic. Pastor asked that we spread the word about this service. Starting home visits. 
Motion to approve made by Tim, seconded by Lynn. Motion passed. 
Elders Report — Some conversation prior to the phone a thon about having a mask required service. 
One family called said they would attend if that option was offered. Bob suggested that we continue 
doing a phone a thon type event every couple of months. Around 20 calls were made to people who 
answered and about 10 calls required leaving a voicemail. 
Motion to approve made by Kaleb, seconded by Tim. Motion passed. 
Motion to collect a free will offering benefiting Dave Wehmas made by Bob, seconded by Jim. Mo-
tion passed. 
Treasurers Report —  We are covering expenses with offerings. 
The church has received a forgivable loan to help cover salaries and utilities. Next month Jason will 
give an estimate of year end operations based on current giving. 
Jason will also give an itemized listing of restricted reserved funds.  Plan to ask voters to approve 
council to use Edward Jones fund to pay bills if need be. Tim asked if the Reserve fund is still being 
held and Gary confirmed that it has. Plans are that the August report will be up to date through July 
with help from outsourcing of responsibilities. Jason has been filing reports to show the SBA money 
is going to salaries and utilities. Jason would appreciate it if we create a budget committee. Motion to 
approve Treasurers Report made by Lynn, seconded by Bob. Motion passed. 
 
Board Reports 
Christian Ed — Virtual VBS coming up. Staff is willing to help get things started with Christian edu-
cation. A lot of discussion is being had about when and how to get Sunday School going again. 
Evangelism — A lot of things evangelism has done in the past has been put on hold due to Covid. No 
Summerfest. No pool day. The hope is to still do some form of Trunk n Treat as well as the Big Rake. 
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Lynn is talking to the Blood Center on the possibility of getting a blood drive going in the future. 
Ankeny Living magazine advertisement is still going on. 
Evangelism has reached out to pre-school about helping with the start of school. 
Finance — Offerings are still coming in and counters are still showing up to help. Kaleb has been 
helping with the new giving platform. 
Property — Demolition day went well. Building permit has been acquired. 
Deadline of September 2. The family life center should be secured in 2-3 weeks. Mist cleaner on its 
way. 
Stewardship —  Looked into Rally Day, unsure what that will look like this year but are prepared to 
help. Photo Directory, about 65% of photos needed are in. Maybe time to look at making a hard copy 
directory again with a professional photographer. How do we bring the St Paul community back to-
gether. Brainstorming ideas on how to return a sense of normalcy. How do we reach out to people 
who are not comfortable coming back yet but do not have access to technology. Maybe we ask for 
donations of old iPads or tablets to set up for use. We could pre load them with past services or Bible 
classes. Gary proposed that we could work with caregivers as well. Pastor offered to go on drop offs 
and do communion or small chapel services with members. 
Youth — Kaleb moves that the council authorize Gary to appoint a head youth board position from 
the two candidates who have expressed interest in the position. The candidate would be appointed 
before the August 18, 2020 meeting. Bob Seconded. Gary feels strongly that the position should be 
filled now. Voted down 3-2. 
Preschool — Hired 2 new teachers. Teacher conference canceled due to Covid. Open house and ori-
entation cut to sign up only to comply with CDC guidelines. Camp is going on now. 
Motion to approve made by Tim, seconded by Kaleb. Motion passed. 
 
Old Business 
Land Acquisition — Seller will be meeting with the city to set up preliminary plat. Everyone left with 
a good understanding of where we need to go from here. 
 
New Business 
Committee Appointments 
Budget Committee: Ben Piepho (chair), Jason Buls, Kaleb Grev, and Zach Pool. Motion to approve 
budget Committee made by Kaleb, seconded by Tim. Motion Passed 
Planning Committee: Ben Piepho (chair), Gary Lohmann, Dale Musfeldt, Pastor McLellan. Motion to 
approve Planning Committee made by Lynn, seconded by Jim. Motion passed. 
 
Adjourn  
Motion to approve made by Kaleb, seconded by Bob. Motion passed. 
 
Next meeting is Tuesday, August 18 at 6:30pm.  
 
Submitted by, 
Zach Pool 
Council Secretary 
 



Elders Report August 2020 
 

Official Acts (Baptism, Confirmation, Wedding, Funeral): 
Baptism 
Bohannan Patrick Rohwer, August 1, 2020 
Benjamin Allen Rangen, August 2, 2020 
Hazel Rae Marvin, August 15, 2020 
Funeral                 
Camila Arias-Lopez (non-member), August 6, 2020 
 
To be received, transferred or released August 2020:  
Released 
Joe, Emily and Abigail Gardyasz, to OLIH Catholic Church, Ankeny 
 
Average Worship Attendance for July: 2019 – 350 2020 - 192 
 
Total Baptized & Confirmed members: 
 Baptized –  755     Confirmed –   603         Households –   304 






