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Hello St. Paul family and friends!  
For this month’s newsletter, I’d like to talk to you about our sermon series: “God’s Word On…”.  (To 
recap, our series is 12 weeks long (with a two-week break for Reformation Sunday and All Saints 
Sunday), divided into three four-week sections: Leadership, Stewardship, and Discipleship. As of the 
time of this writing, we are one week into our section on Stewardship.) And now, down to business.  
 
Our entire Sermon Series is built on the premise that we care about what God’s Word says when it 
comes to leadership, stewardship, and discipleship. “Sure, we care, Pastor.”  But do we?  Are we open 
to having our opinions changed and our behavior altered (maybe even radically) based on something 
we read in the Bible, or do we need justification from our friends, the culture, or our feelings before 
we are willing to obey what God has given to us in his Holy Word? 
 
God’s Word has authority. It has the authority to shape and form reality (Genesis 1) as well as the 
authority to tell us what to think and how to behave (2 Timothy 3:16-17). It has the authority to declare 
us forgiven (Jeremiah 31:31-34) and the authority to give us a new identity in Christ (2 Corinthians 
5:17). God’s Word has authority to do this. Things claiming to be God’s Word do not. For our family’s 
devotions, we are reading through the Bible in a year (Lord willing!). About a week ago, we started the 
book of Jeremiah.  I let the kids know that Jeremiah is the longest book of the Bible and that there 
would be parts (lots of parts) that are hard to understand, but that they should listen and try to under-
stand as much as they can. (The same goes for Alissa and me; Jeremiah is not an easy book to fully—
or even mostly—grasp when you are reading three chapters every day.) Part of our reading yesterday 
was chapter 23. In it, the Lord God chastises those who claim to speak in his name, saying, “Is not my 
word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks rock in pieces?... Behold, I am against 
the prophets, declares the Lord, who use their tongues and declare, ‘declares the Lord’.” 
 
There are false prophets (people who claim to speak for God) in the church. The “Prosperity Gospel,” 
Antinomianism, Gnosticism, Sacramental Semi-Pelagianism, Rationalism, Marcionism, and the belief 
that “ex opere operato” are all alive and well in different corners of the one holy Christian and apostol-
ic church. But even moreso, are the false prophets operating outside the church in our culture. So-
called “experts” that appear on all variety of screens who make great claims to know and understand, 
and who call us to listen to their siren song. Whether it is the call of nihilism that says there is no inher-
ent meaning or worth to our lives, no hope for eternity, nothing unseen. Or the modern epicureans (let 
us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die) who tell us that there is no higher calling for human beings than 
to experience all forms of pleasure and indulgence. From TV advertisements, to “news” programs, 



A Thought on our Culture After Testing Positive for COVID-19  

First and foremost, before I say anything else, 
let me say THANK YOU for all of your prayers, 
and for all who reached out with encouraging 
words. I’ll be honest, it was difficult for me to 
film and put out the video I did on September 3, 
informing you that I had tested positive for 
COVID-19. But I was quickly overcome by the 
thoughtful and encouraging response of the con-
gregation, and those who reached out to me. So, 
thank you for understanding, and for supporting 
both of us, as pastors, as we went through it. 
And to update those whom I have 
not seen yet, I am feeling just 
fine, back to normal, and thank-
fully, on September 19 I tested 
negative for COVID-19. 
 
Now, as far as my thought on our 
culture after testing positive for 
COVID-19, this is not 
profound by any means, and 
many others have stated it with 
better reason and logic, but we 
live 
in the midst of a shame and guilt culture. While 
the world tries to convince us that we have 
progressed beyond the limitations of our ances-
tors, whose shame and guilt culture of long ago 
has been replaced by our robust Postmodern 
worldview, as Christians, we know the truth of 
our God says otherwise in Scripture, “What has 
been is what will be, and what has been done is 
what will be done, and there is nothing new un-
der the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9). We still deal and 
live in a world where people sin against one an-
other, where the actions of one, bring about 
shame and guilt for another. 
 
And this was and is my experience with COVID
-19: I had guilt and shame for testing positive 
for COVID-19. Now, please understand that I 
am in no way critiquing the standards set forth 
by the CDC, or the responses of our Federal, 
State, or Local governments, nor am I looking 
for people to pity me and what I experienced (I 
had no fever, and only minor symptoms for a 

short period of time). Yet, at the end of the day, 
throughout the entire time that I tested positive 
for COVID-19 I had guilt and shame. Now, 
why did many of these thoughts and feelings 
arise? 
Because I was isolated and quarantined off from 
the rest of the world (again, this is not a critique 
of practices, but simply an explanation of my 
own personal thoughts and experiences), and 
especially my brothers and sisters in Christ. But 
yet, as one who is by nature sinful and unclean, 

what did I do when by myself, 
when isolated and quarantined 
from your physical presence and 
words of truth and encourage-
ment? I turned in on myself, I 
failed to turn to the place, or more 
specifically, the One who provides 
us with hope, peace, no matter 
what we might be 
experiencing, or turned in our-
selves that we may be: The Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Jesus is the One, and only One, who comes to 
us, in Latin, Extra Nos (outside of us), to pro-
vide us with that which we cannot find any-
where else: Salvation/Redemption/
Righteousness by grace, through faith in Him 
alone, by the working of the Holy Spirit in and 
through the Gospel message. And it is this Good 
News, Gospel, message that not only gave me 
hope and peace in isolation and quarantine, but 
is what we, as the body of Christ, reach out and 
share with our COVID-19 infested world, as 
well. 
 
Again, thank you for your support and prayers, 
not only during my COVID-19 positive time, 
but at all times, as well. If you’ve tested posi-
tive, and want to share your experience with me, 
or receive some extra prayers from the congre-
gation, please do not hesitate to let me know! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Andrew Coop 



Proceeds will go toward our Youth Ministry. 
 

DROP OFF: The Family Life Center will be open for drop-off on 
Wednesday, October 7, 5:00-7:00pm and on Thursday, October 8, 
8:00am-7:00pm. After the sale, leftover items will be picked up by a 
charity.  

 
LIKE TO BAKE? Anyone who enjoys baking is certainly welcome 
to bring some delicious goodies for the sale.  

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We will need a lot of help running the 
sale. Please sign up to work as many sessions as you’d like.  
 
 
COVID-19 guidelines will be 
followed. The number of shoppers 
will be limited and face masks/
coverings will be required when 
entering the building.  

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED: 
mattresses, cribs, TVs or computer 
monitors (flat screens ok), treadmills 
or heavy exercise equipment, organs, 
printers, VHS tapes, child car seats, 
broken/non-working items, anything 
that requires a disposal fee.  



What’s happening with Preschool at St. Paul 
The Preschool started off the school year by pushing 
back the start date to September 14 and 15 (original start 
date was September 8 and 9). Both the Preschool Board 
and the preschool teachers thought it was in the best in-
terest of the children to push the start date since COVID 
had been in the building. There were several families 
that reached out to thank the Preschool for thinking of their children by pushing back the start date.  
 
You may have seen some extra decorative things around the church on those first few days of school. 
There were balloons, signs, and a photo booth set up. Many parents stopped at the photo booth table 
to grab a first day of school picture.  
 
With preschool under way things are running smoothly! There are items the Preschool still needs and 
you will find the giving tree items on a table near the sanctuary. Thank you for those that have al-
ready donated items, it is greatly appreciated! 
 
The Preschool Board has joined up with Stewardship and Evangelism to put together welcome bags 
for the preschool families. The goal of these bags is to share God’s word as well as provide infor-
mation about our church. The welcome bags have many items for the children (Bible craft, Bible col-
oring book, snacks, etc) so the only thing needed for these bags is a little something for the parents. If 
you would like to donate towards this outreach project, we are accepting donations to help purchase a 
book called “Christ and Calamity.”  
 
If you have any questions or would like to learn more about the Preschool please feel free to reach 
out! 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Alyssa Wendzel 
preschoolboard@stpaulankeny.org 

Youth Ministry is up and running! Please 
see the opposite page for Junior and Senior 
Youth events. We are still looking for volun-
teers for the Rummage Sale too (see the  
previous page). The next Youth Board  
meeting is Monday, October 5 at 7:00pm.  
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See updates, videos, music and 
more. Like us on Facebook! 

www.stpaulankeny.org 

Warming Hearts with 
God’s Love and Mittens  

Far too often, children arrive at LSI’s Beloit 
and Bremwood Residential Treatment Centers 
with very little in their possession. 
 
We give thanks for Iowa congregations who 
faithfully respond to these needs, year after 
year! As winter approaches, LSI relies on 
your loving support to meet the demands for 
winter apparel for children at Beloit and 
Bremwood. Youth in residential treatment 
have little control over their lives, so it’s im-
portant for us to give them the opportunity, 
when possible, to choose their new coat or 
mittens.  
 
Because of this, we ask that you please not 
donate articles of clothing. With your gener-
ous financial donation, many children will 
have the simple joy of choosing their new 
coat, knowing that they are loved and cher-
ished.  
 
If you would like more information, please 
contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s director of phi-
lanthropy and church relations, at Debo-
rah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563.676.2065. 
LSI is also available to provide a customized 
virtual shared ministry opportunity for your 
congregation. If you would like to share the 
message of LSI with your community, please 
contact our Waverly office at 319.352.2630 to 
get started.  

If you haven’t heard about ILSTO, now is the 
time to take a closer look. This is the program 
where you can contribute and your dollars 
will benefit families wanting to send their 
children to Iowa Lutheran elementary and 
secondary schools.  

The Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organiza-
tion is at 15% of its $950,000 goal as of Octo-
ber 1. We know the need is becoming greater 
– How can you help? Do you pay $500, 
$1000 or $10,000 in Iowa state tax? You can 
direct your tax dollars to benefit Lutheran 
school students. Remember the financial ben-
efit to a contributor is a 65% tax credit on Io-
wa income taxes (which can be carried over 
for five years) and also a 35% charitable con-
tribution on your Federal form. 

The benefits you receive are two-fold: 1) You 
get to see more children experiencing the love 
of God every day, and 2) You will receive a 
65% tax credit on your Iowa state income tax-
es and a charitable deduction on your Federal 
return.   
 
Thanks your support of Lutheran education. 
For further information, please contact Dewey 
Torkelson at 712-260-2991.  
For additional information visit these web-
sites:www.iowalutheransto.org and  
www.iowasto.org 

Iowa Lutheran School 
Tuition Organization  

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.iowalutheransto.org/
http://www.iowasto.org/


October 4 is 
LWML Sunday. 
Although we 
aren’t helping 
with the worship 
services, please 
wear purple to 
show you are an 
LWML member. 

LUTHERAN  LAUGHS 

The Men’s Mission Group will continue 
its hiatus from regular gatherings for 
now. If anyone is aware of projects the 
group can assist with, please contact 
Greg Stokke, Jim Anderson, or Bob  
Peters. 

Fall has arrived! We plan on meeting Tuesday, October 13 at 7:00pm in the FLC. We will require 
masks and practice social distancing. Please remember to bring your full mite boxes! I look forward 
to finally getting together.  
 
Thank you to everyone who donated towards our August mission project. We collected 169 rolls of 
toilet paper and 15 rolls of paper towels that were delivered to Hope Ministries. Look for another 
LWML mission project soon.  
 
Celebrate the Lord is God. 
Awesome and wonderful is He. 
Never have I needed your love and forgiveness more than now. 
Daily You deliver me from my sin. 
You are the Lord of the harvest who provides all my needs. 
 
Count the many blessings that You have bestowed 
Open my ears to hear Your Word and my mouth to give You Praise. 
Rejoice with all who receive Your righteousness. 
Now and forever. Amen 
 
May God grant you a safe and healthy autumn. See you on October 13. 
 
Betty McConnell 
LWML President  

LWML Will Meet on October 13 





Continued from page one 

Haven’t checked out the church website in a 
while? It’ll look a little different than the last 
time you did. Thanks to our Technology Com-
mittee we have a new church website and all 
new app for your smartphone! The content 
and calendar are all up to date. And in addi-
tion to our YouTube page, you can now view 
our online worship services on the new web-
site too. All of the same content is in the App, 
along with a Bible and Reading Plan too!  
 
To download the app, simply go to your 
smartphone store (Google Play Store or Apple 
Store), search “St. Paul Ankeny,” and look for 
our logo. The web address for our homepage 
is still www.stpaulankeny.org.  
 
If you have any more questions contact Pastor 
Andrew.  

New Church Website 
and Smart Phone App 

Even though there are currently not SCRIP 
stores held between services due to 
COVID, you can still purchase gift cards 
through the program. Profits made from the 
sale of gift cards go towards St. Paul’s edu-
cation ministry.  
 
Order forms are located outside the church 
offices. Place a form with payment in the 
podium and cards will be delivered to your 
church mailbox. If you need to make spe-
cial arrangements for pick up or delivery, 
that is an option too. 
 
Christmas will be here soon and gift cards 
are great gifts! Contact Dorothy Marvin at 
964-3020 or iowamarvin5@msn.com with 
any questions. 

Gift Cards From SCRIP 

documentaries, “science” shows, YouTube 
channels, and blogs and websites, there are no 
shortage of people who prey on the faith (and 
worldview) of the followers of Jesus.  
 
Our defense against the false prophets in our 
day is the Word of God. Read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest it. In the words of the 
Lord God to the Israelites as they completed 
their wilderness wandering, and were about to 
enter a land saturated with false prophets, 
“And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when 
you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise. You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand, and they shall be as front-
lets between your eyes. You shall write them 
on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates” (Deuteronomy 6:6-9). 
 
God be with and bless you all as you follow 
Christ and become passionately committed to 
carefully studying, joyfully believing, and 
steadfastly obeying His Word. 
 
— Pastor Duncan 

http://www.stpaulankeny.org/
mailto:iowamarvin5@msn.com


Members of our staff got hit with the corona virus in September. I heard concerns that we should have 
called off church services that Sunday morning to minimize the potential spread of the virus to mem-
bers. The Elders always want to ensure the health and safety of our members, but unfortunately we 
only knew about it at the last minute and it was late to react to the exposure. Praise the Lord that to 
our knowledge no other members contracted the virus.  
 
The Elders did meet that Monday evening and it was decided to keep the church facility closed for 72 
hours or until the following Friday and to not hold weekend church services. As it developed, church 
services were not held the following weekend as well, due to not knowing if the pastors would test 
negative prior to the weekend. Again I heard concerns that St. Paul did not have church services but  
The Gate did in our FLC. The reason that The Gate could have service is that Pastor McLellan was 
cleared of COVID-19 so he could lead the service and The Gate could react for one service but St. 
Paul had to preschedule six services. We simply could not respond that fast.   
 
The Elders were unfairly criticized again for not providing notification to all members that church 
services were called off for the first weekend. It was determined that the One Call Now program was 
not set up to make home phone calls, only emails and text messages. That was changed so now we 
believe that everyone will be notified of a service or church event change either via email, text mes-
sage or automated phone call. If you do not receive notification it is likely that you have not provided 
your method of contact to the church office and you need to do so.  
 
We are now back on schedule with the Preschool open and Midweek beginning the last week of Sep-
tember. The current plan is to isolate the preschool from the office/sanctuary area to minimize expo-
sure between the two groups. So far so good. 
 
The second Phone-a-thon was not conducted as planned but hopefully will be in the near future. 
 
Membership and Service Attendance Report: 
August 2019     
Baptized – 812  
Confirmed – 645 
Family Units – 319 
Average Worship Attendance – 371 
 
August 2020     
Baptized – 755 
Confirmed – 603 
Family Units – 304 
Average Worship Attendance - 235 
 

In Christ,  
Bob Peters 
Head Elder 

Listen Up Hearing Aid Users! 

The church audio system now includes a Blue-
tooth accessory that can pair the church ser-
vice directly to ReSound brand hearing aids 
having Bluetooth capability. Simply push the 
button on your hearing aid pairing device to 
connect. This also may work with other hear-
ing aid brands, too.  

Updates from St. Paul Elders 



DCE Call: St. Paul, as a congregation, still has an active call committee that will hopefully, with the 
Lord’s blessing, soon complete its part of the call process after which it will make a recommendation 
to the voters. As noted last month, that meeting will require a majority of the voters to be present for us 
to make the call and we will need your support to conduct an official call meeting. Please plan to at-
tend and support the committee’s efforts to complete the St. Paul portion of the call process.  
 
Communications: Last month the church council heard a member’s concerns about the land acquisition 
effort. That concern was referred to the appropriate council committee to determine the appropriate 
action in response to it. Your communication to the church council is valued and appreciated. I look 
forward to serving the Lord with you through this year.  
 
The next council meeting is Tuesday, October 20 at 6:30pm in the FLC.  
 
Yours, In Christ,  
Gary Lohmann 

Council President’s Comments 



Special Council Meeting Minutes for August 2, 2020 

Meeting call to order 5:32pm. Opening Devotion by Pastor Duncan. How have we been blessed. 
Grant’s brain scan came back as good as can be expected. 
 
Special Reports 
Gate Update — Doug Ommen said thank you on behalf of the Gate for being accommodating during 
these trying times. After Pastor Aaron took a call Doug spoke with Pastor Haney as well as Pastors 
Clark, McLellan, and Coop about filling that need. The Gate was able to use facilities at St Paul when 
they lost space due to the pandemic. Doug wanted to thank St Paul for that. The Gate does not want to 
be “needy” and they are grateful St Paul has been so helpful and willing to offer the services of the 
pastors. Doug believes this has been a good opportunity for the Gate to grow as a church and have lay 
leaders step up and lead. The Gate is looking at getting their own space on the Southwest side. Trying 
to get in as quickly as they can and are working on a build out. The goal is to be in by January but with 
Covid-19 happening those are subject to change. Cindy asked if the space near Salvation Army has 
been looked at. Doug said it had been a few years ago but ultimately it was decided not to pursue that. 
The Gate has been compensating the Pastors who are coming to preach in vacancy. Gary suggested 
that Ben and Doug figure out another time to give more updates. 
Prayer  
Transition from July 21 to August 2  
Approach to making Appointments — Gary interviewed the candidates for the Youth Board Chairper-
son. He wanted to show us what he did in terms of the interview and what was talked about and con-
sidered. Gary applauded the efforts of 3 boards collaborating to make a call happen. 
 
Old Business 
Approve the appointment of Malisa Davies as Chairperson of the Youth Board. Gary and Malisa had a 
meeting about the direction of the youth board. Kaleb made a motion to approve the appointment Mali-
sa Davies as Youth Board Chairperson. Bob Seconded. Motion carries with 7 for, 1 against. 
 
New Business 
Elder Appointment — Dave Brunell. Bob moves to approve the appointment of Dave Brunell as an 
elder. Kaleb Seconded. Motion carries. 
 
Planning Committee Appointments — Adding Frederick Fernatt and Lavonne Fernatt. Cindy makes a 
motion to approve the appointment of Fred and Lavonne Fernatt to the planning committee. Bob se-
conded. Motion carries. This fills out the committee as the rest of the members were approved last 
meeting. 
 
Adjourn 
Bob made a motion to adjourn. Kaleb seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Submitted By,  
Zach Pool 
Council Secretary 



Continued on next page 

Council Meeting Minutes for August 18, 2020 

Call to Order at 6:32 pm. Pastor Coop led a 
devotion on Romans chapter 5, and suffering 
for the sake of Christ. 
Special Reports 
DCE Call Committee Update- Jon Jero report-
ed that the Committee has conducted three 
Zoom interviews, and has chosen to bring 
each out for an in person interview. One can-
didate has declined (for a close family trage-
dy), one is currently being scheduled, and an-
other has yet to respond.  
Jason made a motion that the Call Committee 
use funds set aside for Worship Staff to bring 
DCE Candidates out for in person interviews. 
Jim Harvey second. Motion passes.  
Staff Reports 
Senior Pastor Report — We’ve had an in-
crease in worship attendance over the past two 
weeks. We continue to have a Mask Required 
Service, Children’s Church has begun (thanks 
to Alyssa Wendzel), and Zoom Bible Study 
continues in the book of Hebrews. 
Associate Pastor Report — We will finish up 
with our summer sermon series the Gospel 
as… and begin our next series God’s Word 
on… taking 4 weeks each to look at Leader-
ship, Stewardship, and Discipleship. Our new 
website will hopefully be up by September 1, 
and currently there is a new app for our 
Church (St. Paul Ankeny) live in the Google 
Play Store, and the Apple App Store. Motion 
to approve Staff Reports made by Kaleb Grev, 
seconded by Cindy Twedt. Motion carries. 
Council Reports 
Elder’s Report — We will have a second 
Phoneathon to members that we have not seen 
since the beginning of the Pandemic. Gary 
appointed Len Mash to be an 11th Elder. Bob 
Peters made the motion to approve the ap-
pointment, Jim Harvey second. Motion car-
ries. Bob noted that current attendance is sit-
ting around 54% of normal attendance, which 
is pretty good considering that we are in a 
Pandemic. Discussion took place on how we 
can hopefully encourage more people and 
families come back to in person worship. 

Treasurer’s Report — July 1 transition over to 
One Source, who is currently doing our pay-
roll, began with their new responsibilities of 
taking care of our books. They will be caught 
up and current as of our September Council 
Meeting. Jason made comments on our current 
financial standing. Jason asked for a motion to 
be made to move duties Mike Hayden has 
been fulfilling to being done by One Source. 
Cindy made the motion to outsource Accounts 
payable duties Mike Hayden had been ful-
filling, but currently cannot fulfill, to One 
Source. Second by Kaleb Grev. Motion car-
ries. Jason asked all Board Chairs to have their 
2021 budget recommendations to him by Sep-
tember 15 for the Budget Committee. Motion 
to approve Council Reports made by Tim Kre-
hbiel, seconded by Cindy Twedt.  
Board Reports 
Communications — Gary continues to work 
on communication between the Council and 
the rest of the congregation. 
Christian Education — Children’s Church 
started last Sunday, and will continue the first 
and third Sundays of each month at the 9 am 
service. No regular Sunday School will take 
place until the 8 and 10:45 services return. 
Drive-Thru Rally Day will take place on Sep-
tember 20, where children will receive books 
and a goodie bag. Midweek will begin Sep-
tember 23, and will follow the Ankeny A/B 
schedule for which children will come each 
week. No shuttle, snack, or games will take 
place under the current offering of Midweek. 
Cindy is still looking for Midweek teachers. 
Additional information will be provided to 
parents who are looking to provide more 
Christian Education to their children. Commu-
nication of this information will take place for 
parents in the coming days. Please continue to 
keep the DCE Call Committee in your prayers. 
And the Board began to think about what a 
Christmas program could look like in pandem-
ic.  



Evangelism — Evangelism Board will support 
the preschool in greeting and directing families 
and students for the Preschool Open House this 
upcoming weekend. The board looks forward 
to support the youth in the forthcoming Rum-
mage Sale this Fall. Discussion will take place 
at the next board meeting on whether or not the 
Big Rake will take place this year or not. Lynn 
will also look to coordinate a mobile blood 
drive in the Fall with Dorothy Marvin. 
Finance — Offerings keep coming in and con-
tinue to be counted, and then are passed on to 
Jason.  
Property — It’s been a busy moth for Property, 
not only with clean up from the storm, but tak-
ing down of the wall, along with the construc-
tion of the new Preschool/Christian Education 
room. Repair of carpet in the new space still 
needs to take place, along with many other 
plumbing needs for the preschool. But work 
continues to go steadily with the new room. 
With some help from Kathy Olson, Jim has 
been able to get back many “lost” keys, so that 
we will not need to rekey the Church.  
Stewardship — Last meeting was cancelled due 
to the storm. But the board will meet and dis-
cuss purchase of iPad’s for those in our congre-
gation who are unable to access our current 
online Sermons and Bible Studies. The board 
will work to provide coffee and donuts on Sep-
tember 20, in conjunction with Drive Thru Ral-
ly Day. Will work to improve the current online 
directory that our congregation has.  
Youth — Malisa went over the responsibilities 
of the Youth Board in her first meeting. Discus-
sion began on fundraising for the next National 
Youth Gathering in 2022, and will begin with 
the Rummage Sale on October 9-10. With the 
cancellation of the District Gatherings this year 
the board is looking at possibly throwing to-
gether a smaller gathering with a few other 
congregations in the area with a few speakers. 
Work has begun on a Youth Ministry Manual. 
Slip and Slide is taking place this Thursday at 5  
Preschool — Seven families have dropped out 
of the program since the storm rolled through 
last week. This caused the Preschool staff to 
consider more ways in which we can have 
greater reach with the families we do have in 

the preschool to share with them the Good 
News of Jesus. Setup for Preschool open house 
has begun. Open House will be taking place all 
day on Saturday, with four families per class 
coming in at a time, so that only twelve fami-
lies will be in the building at one time, and 
then on Sunday afternoon from 1 pm to 6 pm. 
The preschool received a grant of $1,500 for 
cleaning supplies and to get up and running 
from the Federal Government. Motion to ap-
prove board reports made by Lynn Hansel-
mann, seconded by Tim Krehbiel.  
Old Business 
Land Acquisition — There is no new commu-
nication from Greg Stokke, head of the Land 
Committee, from the landowner. Gary is trying 
to move Ankeny City Officials to reach out to 
Bobby Terrell to move the process forward.  
Planning Committee — Ben Piepho, our Presi-
dent Elect, stated that Planning Committee will 
have a new flavor this year, specifically focus-
ing on one, three, and five year goals for each 
of our Boards. The Committee will brainstorm 
with the current board chairs to figure out 
goals and have them mostly set before the hol-
iday season. 
Budget Committee — No meetings have taken 
place. Next step is to receive budget recom-
mendations from each of the board heads. 
New Business 
Team Formation: Financial Analysis Team 
Team will be headed by Jason Buls, with the 
members also being Tim Davies, Jon Gerths, 
and Amanda Weathers. The scope of their 
work is to review Restricted Funds and also 
the existing St. Paul contracts with staff mem-
bers. Motion to approve the formation of the 
Financial Analysis team as stated above made 
by Bob Peters, and second by Cindy Twedt. 
Motion carries, with one opposing vote.  
 
Gary asked for Board heads to provide Kathy 
with a current listing of who is on each Board 
in the congregation, and when each Board 
chooses to meet. Adjournment at 8:02 pm. 
Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted in Christ, 
Pastor Andrew Coop 






