Luther’s Naivete
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Last Sunday Pastor Coop preached on Romans 3 and the Protestant Reformation, a day that we celebrate annually on October 31, the day Martin Luther’s “95 Theses” was nailed to the castle church
door in Wittenberg. When we think about the Reformation, we usually (and rightfully!) think about
Martin Luther, the Doctrine of Justification (that we are saved by grace through faith apart from
works of the Law), indulgences (the sale of which led Luther to write his “95 Theses”) and maybe
even things like the Diet of Worms (not what it sounds like) and the Augsburg Confession. But just as
Pastor Coop’s study of all things Reformation led him to discover (or, as is fitting with the Reformation theme, rediscover) Renaissance Humanism, my study of all things Reformation this year also
led me in an unexpected direction. What struck me during this year’s run-up to the Reformation was
Luther’s naivete.
When Luther’s “95 Theses” was put on public display
on October 31, 1517, the young monk actually thought
that it would result in a scholarly debate on the merits
of the selling and buying of indulgences. He had no
idea that the German peasantry would use it as a reason to revolt against Rome. When Luther came to the
Diet of Worms in 1521 to defend his works, he actually thought that those who summoned him (the leadership of the Catholic Church) had intended to listen to
what he had to say, instead of simply getting him to
recant his teachings and fall in line with traditional church dogma. And when he translated the New
Testament from Greek to German (so that the common person could read God’s Word for themselves), he actually thought the people would faithfully believe the Gospel and follow Christ as committed disciples. From the time he promises St. Anne he will become a monk if she spares his life in
the midst of a thunderstorm when he was a young man, throughout his adult life, you can see a certain
naivete in Luther.
And this, for us, is good news. Because what we can see in the example of Luther’s naivete is that he
actually believed in what he was doing; he actually believed what he believed. Unlike so many today
who use the name of God to advance personal, professional, and political agendas, Luther’s motives
were as pure as they come. He is not trying to trick or fool anyone; he is not playing 4-dimensional
underwater chess with theology, or trying to win the approval of one group of people or another. He is
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A Chick-Flick, God’s Word, and the Election
Now that I have your attention, let me explain
myself. A few weeks ago, Ashley and I took a
quick trip up to Door County, WI with a few
friends from church. We had a great time hiking, walking through the different towns’ storefronts, and indulging some good food. But one
of the nights, we watched the chick-flick, The
Proposal. Now, I’m no lover of chick-flicks, but
the movie starring Sandra Bullock and Ryan
Reynolds got me thinking…about God’s Word
(not surprising), and also the
Election (extremely surprising).
You hopefully know me by
now to know that I will not
give you any of my own political views or try to sway how
you have (or will) vote in the
Election. But it’s my hope that
you would consider how to live
and act, especially towards
those who may have different
views, values, beliefs, and vote
differently than you, especially
in this divisive season.
But back to the movie, and
here’s your spoiler alert: if you
haven’t seen the movie and
don’t want to know how it
ends, jump down to the next
paragraph, I promise it will all
still make sense. For all of you
who have seen the movie, you
know how the story ends. The Ryan Reynolds
character comes back into his office, and before
all of his coworkers, professes his true love for
his boss, the Sandra Bullock character, whom
he had loathed, hated, and hoped would die as
of three days beforehand. And how does she
respond? “Trust me, you don’t really want to be
with me…See, the thing is, there is a reason
why I’ve been alone all this time. I’m comfortable that way. And I think that it would just be a
lot easier if we forgot everything that happened, and I just left.” And how does he re-

spond to this hardened, but woman desperate
for love? “You’re right. That would be easier.”
And you know how the rest goes.
As we go about life in this world, this year
maybe more than many, we are constantly being attacked and bombarded by the culture to
pick a team to be on, to give our allegiance to a
group, to support a candidate and movement for
a greater good. Now while our allegiance is to
Christ, and Him alone, as His
followers, the problem that I
see, at the present time, is not
that some choose to take sides,
or align themselves to different
groups, but rather how we, as
followers of Christ, we speak
about and treat those who have
different values, priorities, and
vote differently than we do. The
culture entices us to vilify, lambaste, and abhor those who
have different values than we
do, because if we don’t do it
first, they will do it to us. And
guess what, “life would just be
a lot easier” if we did.
But as followers of Christ,
that’s exactly opposite of how
we are to think, speak, and act,
because that it is exactly opposite of what we hear Christ
speaking, and show we see Him acting throughout His earthly ministry. In His Sermon on the
Mount, what does Jesus tell His disciples, what
will they face and how are they to act? “Blessed
are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before
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you” (Matthew 5:10-12). They are going to
face persecution, but they are not to retaliate
or act in the same manner as those afflicting
them.
Now, while this is an extremely difficult task
to do, way to think, battle to face, what is accomplished when we do not retaliate as the
world so strongly entices us to? Paul reminds
the Christians in Corinth, saying, “We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be manifested in our bodies. For we who
live are always being given over to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may
be manifested in our mortal flesh” (2 Corinthians 4:8-11). As we go about living in a different way, we go about manifesting Christ to
all those who encounter and interact with us.

December Advent services are tentatively
scheduled for Wednesdays at 6:15pm and
7:00pm. There will not be Advent meals
before services. Social distancing will be
practiced with every other pew roped off,
and there will not be a hymn sing at the
beginning of each service. Look for additional information coming soon.

So, as you enter back into life in this world
today, do not consider what would be easier
to do, but rather “What will show more people Jesus?” And may this not only be the
question that we pose to ourselves when we
gather together as the body of Christ in community, but even more so when we encounter
and interact with others in this world, even
those who vote differently than you do, who
have different beliefs, values, priorities, and
habits than you. May you seek to show Jesus
to each and every person you come into contact with today, and each day until He returns.
In Christ,
Pastor Andrew Coop

See updates, videos,
music and more. Like
us on Facebook!
www.stpaulankeny.org

Due to COVID-19, the following activities and
events in November and December are
cancelled. If all goes as planned we hope to
bring them back in 2021!

The Big Rake
Advent by Candlelight
Advent Meals
Christmas Choir Cantata
Children’s Christmas Program

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone from St. Paul who volunteered their time and donated items for the
Annual Rummage Sale. With your help we
were able to raise over $1,700! Funds will be
used to send St. Paul youth to the 2022 National Youth Gathering in Houston. Dates for
the gathering are July 9-13, 2022.
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP
St. Paul youth in grades 6-8 are invited to attend Junior Youth Group on Wednesday, November 4 and Wednesday, November 18 from
5:30pm to 6:30pm.
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP
St. Paul youth in grades 9-12 are invited to
attend Senior Youth Group on Wednesday,
November 4 and Wednesday, November 18
from 7:00pm to 8:00pm.
If you need additional information on any of
the youth programs at St. Paul please feel free
to reach out to John Ritchey or myself. Enjoy
your Thanksgiving!
In Christ,
Malisa Davies
Youth Board Chairperson

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children’s Church is offered the first and
third Sundays at the 9:00am worship service.
Virtual Sunday School lessons are available
each week on the church website under the
tab Family Ministry.
MIDWEEK
The board will monitor and evaluate our
learning model each month and will let parents know what the learning model will be for
the following month. Extra digital lessons are
available to parents, but due to copyrights we
are unable to post on the website. If you are
interested, please contact Kathy in the office
for details.
UPCOMING MIDWEEK SCHEDULE
October 28
Group 1
November 4
Group 2
November 11 Group 1
November 18 Group 2
November 25 No Midweek
(Thanksgiving Break)
If you need additional information about any
of the education programs at St. Paul, please
feel to contact me anytime. Have a blessed
Thanksgiving!

Stay up to date

For Jr. Youth reminders, text @stpljyg to 81010
For Sr. Youth reminders, text @stplsyg to 81010

In Christ,
Cindy Twedt
Education Board Chairperson

Council President’s
Comments
The next Voter’s Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, November 22 at 4:00pm in the FLC.
Contact me if you’d like to be placed on the
agenda (garylohmann@aol.com).
The council secretary has decided, for family
reasons, to resign from that position. If you
would be willing to serve in that capacity,
please contact me. The term for council secretary ends on July 1, 2021.
The church council did not receive any comments from members at the October meeting.
We still value and appreciate your input, so
please bring your concerns to the appropriate
board or attend the next council meeting.
The next regularly scheduled church council
meeting is in the FLC on Tuesday, November
17 at 6:30 pm.
Yours in Christ,
Gary Lohmann
Council President

Continued from page one

calling balls and strikes as he sees them.
One of the things I am thankful for as a Christian is that I can be just as naïve as Luther. I do not need
to play fast and loose with the facts. I do not need to be afraid of honest inquiries to discover the
truth. And I do not need to close my eyes and ears to new information and discoveries; rather, I welcome them. Because my faith is not based on superstitions, nor is it a tool to achieve economic or political ends; it is the truth as it has been revealed to me—a truth centered in the love of God in Christ
Jesus, who saved me (a poor miserable sinner) by his grace through faith alone, apart from works of
the law.
God bless you as you remember the history of the Protestant Reformation, our man Martin Luther,
and—most importantly—the God who sent his son into the world to redeem the world and give us all
the gift of everlasting life.
— Pastor Duncan

National Adoption Month

Land Committee Update

November is National Adoption Month, a
time to honor families who have opened their
hearts and homes to children in need. For LSI,
it is a time to celebrate the families we support through Foster Care and Adoption, and to
raise awareness for the hundreds of Iowa children in need of a safe, loving home.

The Land Committee is preparing a written
report for the congregation regarding the status of negotiations. The report will be available on the kiosks in the narthex and near the
front entrance by November 15. The report
will be limited to issues related directly to the
land negotiations and not the reasons for or
against relocation.

In 30 counties across western Iowa, LSI Foster Care and Adoption recruits, licenses, and
supports foster and adoptive families to ensure every Iowa child grows up in a safe, stable environment.

Advent by Candlelight

But more work needs to be done. According
to the most recent federal data, more than
100,000 children in the U.S. are waiting to be
adopted from foster care, and thousands of
teens age out of foster care every year without
a permanent family.
To learn more about supporting Iowa children
in foster care, visit LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563.676.2065.
LSI is also available to provide a customized
virtual shared ministry opportunity for your
congregation. If you would like to share the
message of LSI with your community, please
contact our Waverly office at 319.352.2630 to
get started.

This year’s Advent by Candlelight has been
cancelled. After much discussion, it was decided that it wasn’t feasible to safely socially
distance and yet still enjoy the fellowship,
beautiful music, program and desserts that we
are accustomed to. Look for Advent by Candlelight in 2021.

Buy Gift Cards Here!
Thank you to all of our St. Paul members supporting the St. Paul education programs by
purchasing
gift cards
through the
SCRIP program.
Consider using SCRIP gift
cards for all
your holiday shopping needs. HyVee, Fareway, WalMart, Target, Menards, Home Depot, Kohls, Starbucks and Fleet Farm cards
are all available. Kum & Go and Casey's
cards are available for holiday travel.
Place orders with payment in the box near the
church office. Orders placed on a Sunday are
usually available the following Sunday.
Please contact me with any questions.
— Dorothy Marvin

LWML Hosts Virtual Fall Rally in November
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 10 at 7:00pm in the Family Life Center. We ask
everyone to wear face coverings and we will social distance. Hostesses are Dorothy Marvin and
Donna Stoelk.
Coming up Saturday, November 14 is our LWML Virtual Fall Rally. FLC doors open at 9:00am and
the Rally begins at 9:30am with a light breakfast, fellowship, LWML trivia and Bible study. Please
remember to wear purple! Let Kathy Olson know if you will be attending in person. If you prefer to
stay at home you can be part of the rally online through Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed to
members at a later date.
November is a month for being thankful. We want thankfulness to be at the center of our lives, but
how easy it is to forget about being thankful when things go wrong. We need to face each day with
thankful hearts as He gave us a new day to live. We need to be thankful whatever our circumstances
are. Remember who gives us all the blessings we have been given.
May you all have a thankful, safe and blessed Thanksgiving!
Betty McConnell
LWML President

Elders Update
There isn’t a lot to report on this month. Our
church service schedule is planned to remain
‘as is’ for November. Please provide your
suggestions to your Elder as we work through
this pandemic.
The second Phon-a-thon was not conducted
as planned last month but it is now scheduled
for Sunday, December 6.
Membership and Service Report:
October 2019
Baptized – 817
Confirmed – 649
Family Units – 322
Average Attendance – 409
October 2020
Baptized – 748
Confirmed – 602
Family Units – 302
Average Attendance –205
In Christ,
Bob Peters
Head Elder

LUTHERAN LAUGHS

Dear Supporters of Orphan Grain Train,
We want to thank you for your support of Iowa West Branch, Orphan Grain Train over the
years. It is gifts like yours that keep us going
along with volunteers who come and work.
We operate strictly on donations, memorials,
Thrivent Choice Dollars and grants from
LWML IWD.
Our shipment in September, which is on its
way to Kyrgyzstan, was an expensive one. We
have pretty much depleted our funds now. Before we can do another shipment in three or
four months, we will need to raise more money. We cannot apply for another grant from
the LWML IWD until the summer of 2022.
We know this has been a difficult year for
everyone and for most organizations. If the
Lord moves your hearts to again financially
support the Iowa West Branch, it would be
greatly appreciated.
In our loving Savior,
Sharon Ann Irwin
Iowa West Branch Orphan Grain Train
PO Box 152, Early, IA 50535

Preschool and God’s Creation
After having COVID in the beginning of the year, our teachers have done an amazing job with keeping the classrooms cleaned. They offered some online Zoom meetings and did activities with the preschoolers. We are very thankful there was no spread. Praise the Lord! Parents thanked the teachers for
keeping their children safe and doing a good job of handling
everything. When the preschool went back to full swing the
kids were so excited and ready to learn!
During the month of October the children learned all about
God’s creation! Some fun things that went along with learning about creation were: singing special songs, playing with shaving cream to help represent clouds in
the sky, apple tastings and apple exploring, playing in a pumpkin farm stand, and so many more exciting things. Please check our Facebook page at St. Paul Lutheran Preschool for more things we have
done around the preschool.
The preschool is thankful for all the support from the congregation. Please keep praying for a safe and
healthy school year!
Respectfully Submitted,
Alyssa Wendzel

Thank you!

Winter is Coming!

A great big thank you to Mark
Drumheller from Ideal Floors for
donating material and labor for
repairing the flooring between
Pastor Duncan and Pastor
Andrew’s offices.

Winter will be here before you know it!
One way we notify members of cancellations due to weather is through email, text
and phone notifications through the One
Call Now program. Please make sure the
church office has your current email address and phone number.

YOU
MUST
OPT-IN to
receive
texts.
Text
ALERT to
22300.

September 15, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes
Call to Order at 6:33pm. Pastor Coop led a devotion on Philippians 2, and the example of humility set
forth by our Lord Jesus Christ. How have we been blessed? Gary Lohmann said that he has been
blessed with a negative COVID-19 test and is thankful for the recovery process that Mike Hayden is
experiencing at this time. Bob Peters said that we have been blessed with both our pastors having dispensed of COVID-19. Motion to pass Council Meeting Minutes for all meetings from the last month
except those of the September 11 meeting. Motion made by Tim Krehbiel, second by Jim Harvey. Motion carries.
Special Reports
Bill Kruse came to make a presentation about the lack of need for the St. Paul to purchase land, move,
and build a bigger church building. He, along with other members of the congregation, see a lack of
“exponential growth” based on church attendance over the past 5 years, and the possibility to build
upon the land that we already own here at 1100 SE Sharon Drive.
DCE Call Committee Update — Jon Jero reported that the Committee has slowed down due to positive COVID cases here. One in person interview had to be cancelled because of the positive COVID
case in the staff. There remains one candidate who is willing to in person interview when COVID becomes less of an issue here in Iowa. The Committee also received another potential name from the
District and is considering whether they would like to interview this candidate at this time.
Staff Reports
Senior Pastor Report — Highlights from Dropbox report: Looking forward to getting back to inperson worship services this weekend. Bible Studies continue over Zoom throughout the week, please
take advantage of those opportunities. He also affirmed the decision of the Council to decrease the
amount of traffic in the church building throughout the week. Confirmation will now be in levels (and
not based on grade) I, II, III to alleviate the stigma for those who choose not to attend Confirmation
this year, or who start later (or earlier) than others. District will also hold their Fall Pastor’s Conference in Des Moines October 5-6.
Associate Pastor Report —Full Report is in Dropbox, but the new church website and app is up and
running. This is a great tool to provide information and notification not only to the congregation but
also for our community, as well. Special thanks to the Technology Committee (Randy Sunderman, Jill
Juhl, Kate Pool, Josh Doering, and Eliana Doering) for all the work they put in on it. He is also looking forward to teaching Confirmation II, where they will go through Luther’s Small Catechism. Students will also have a comprehensive exam this year, which they will be able to use their notes on.
Motion to approve Staff Reports made by Kaleb Grev, second by Alyssa Wendzel. Motion Carries.
Council Reports
Elder’s Report — Full Report is in Dropbox, but average attendance in August was 235. Hope to ramp
back up to that quickly. A second Phone-a-thon will take place this upcoming Sunday (September 20)
to reach out to those members who have not returned to worship since the beginning of COVID-19.
An issue arose with contacting everyone in the congregation with notification of the Church building,
and in person services, being shut down. Work was done with Kathyto figure out some of the issues
that took place and have been resolved. A plea was made for members of the congregation to contact
Kathy Olson with contact information for the One Call system if they have not done so already.
Treasurer’s Report — See attachment for full Treasurer’s report. Jason is also pleased and thankful for
all those who have submitted their potential budgets for the Budget Committee. Motion to approve

Council Reports made by Cindy Twedt, second by Tim Krehbiel. Motion Carries.
Board Reports
Christian Education— Full Report is in Dropbox, but Midweek will be starting off online this year.
She is still in need of teachers for Midweek, so if you, others you know, would be willing to teach,
please contact her.
Evangelism — Evangelism Board will have a Drive Thru Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 25, 24pm and is looking for great involvement from the congregation and Church Boards to have trunks for
this event. Evangelism Board will not be hosting the Big Rake Event this year because of COVID-19.
Finance — Nothing to report.
Property — There will be a property workday coming up next week. The first disinfectant sprayer has
been cancelled, and another sprayer has been ordered along with a disinfectant mix. All the small projects with the preschool room and renovations have been finished up. Potential training can be done for
those who may potentially use the new sprayer.
Stewardship — Highlights from last night’s meeting: donuts, coffee, and juice boxes will be served
this weekend outside to help kick off Christian Education’s Drive Thru Rally Day this Sunday. Randy
Sunderman was able to buy and configure two iPads to bring to our shut-ins, who are unable to watch
our online services. The Board will also put together a gift bag to bring to each individual as well,
along with the iPad.
Youth — Report is in Dropbox, Youth Group will begin September 23, following CDC guidelines.
Discussion took place on how to do the Rummage Sale this year. Also, branding of the youth group
was discussed, with a name for the youth groups to come out soon.
Preschool — Preschool is thankful for all the help that everyone has provided in order to get Preschool
to begin this year. Preschool has had a great first two days and has received many affirmations from
parents on the smaller “Meet and Greet” this year, and is considering following through in the same
way next year. The Preschool (along with Stewardship and Evangelism) will be give out welcome bags
to each family this year, in the near future. Work will be done with the LWML to figure out how to
facilitate Kitchen use if there is a funeral this year during preschool time. Motion to approve board reports made by Alyssa Wendzel, second by Bob Peters. Motion Carries.
Old Business
Land Acquisition — Greg Stokke, Chairman of the Committee, and Gary Lohmann, President of the
congregation, have nothing to report.
Budget Committee — Ben Piepho, the President Elect, reported that the Budget Committee is collecting budget proposals from each of the boards currently, and will meet in the near future.
Planning Committee — Ben Piepho reported the group will meet in the future, once the Budget Committee Commences.
New Business
Jason Buls Announcement-Jason will resign his role as Treasurer effective December 31, 2020 due to
personal reasons. Gary Lohmann Announcement-Dean Miller has been appointed to become the next
Treasurer of the congregation, effective January 1, 2021. Motion to approve Dean Miller to become
the next Treasurer by Lynn Hanselmann, second by Cindy Twedt. Motion Carries. Gary Lohmann Announcement-Ryan Weathers has been appointed to the Elder Board. Motion to approve Ryan Weathers
to become an Elder by Bob Peters, second by Cindy Twedt. Motion Carries at 5 to 4.
Adjournment of Council Meeting at 7:48 pm. Motion for adjournment made by Bob Peters, second by
Cindy Twedt. Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted in Christ,
Pastor Andrew Coop
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