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Praying for the Calling of Our Associate Pastor 
“And they prayed and said, ‘You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you 
have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 
his own place. And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles.’” Acts 1:24-26 
 
I know it’s been a while since we’ve 
talked about the calling of our Associ-
ate Pastor, and that’s simply because 
for a while we’ve been in a stage of 
waiting. Waiting to receive our call list 
from Iowa District West. But last 
month we finally received that list of 
candidates available to receive a call to 
our congregation. The call committee 
here at St. Paul has been working to 
take that list of candidates and using 
the wisdom and insight God’s given to 
discern who would God is leading us 
to call as our next Associate Pastor. 
And this month we begin the next 
stage of that process, with conducting Zoom interviews of four candidates. And as we begin this next 
stage, I would ask, that as you have over the past six months, that you would continue to keep the call 
committee, and the candidates that we are interviewing in your prayers, and specifically that: 
 
1. God’s Will is done. 

Jesus prayed on the Mount of Olives, “’Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Never-
theless, not my will, but yours, be done.’” Luke 22:42 
 
It’s easy to get caught up in asking God to bless what we think would be good or right. But, 
through this entire process, what we’re seeking is not for God to align His blessing and calling 
with our will, but instead that He would lead us to see what His will is for us, as a congregation, 
and who He desires to have serve and lead us here at St. Paul. 
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2. God grants us continued patience. 
Paul prayed for the church at Colossae, “that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 
to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strength-
ened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giv-
ing thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.” 
Colossians 1:9-12 
 
As God leads us through this call process, He takes His time to shape and form us more and more 
into the image of His Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus. One of the characteristics we see Jesus’ ex-
emplifying throughout His ministry is that of being patient and going where the Father and Spirit 
led Him, to do the Father’s will. And so, it should be our prayer that the same takes place as we 
await to see who the Lord God would have serve and lead us here at St. Paul. 
 

3. God grants courage to the Called Candidate (and his family). 
Pay tells Timothy, “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanks-
givings be made for all people…” 1 Timothy 2:1 
 
Paul is simply instructing Timothy to lift up the needs of other people (that’s what supplications 
and intercessions are). Just consider what effect it might have on the ministry of our next Associate 
Pastor if we’re able to each honestly tell Him, “We’ve been praying for you, that would not only 
provide for your needs as He leads You and Your Family here, but also for Your ministry in and 
among us.” 
 

So, please consider lifting up these prayers to our good and gracious God, this month, as we await to 
see who it is that He would have serve and lead us here at St. Paul as our next Associate Pastor.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Andrew 

St. Paul will confirm 11 youth on 
Sunday, May 15 at the 10:45am  
worship service.  
 
To assure plenty of room for confirm-
ands and their families, we ask St. 
Paul members to attend the Saturday 
5:30pm or Sunday 8:00am worship 
services.  

Sunday, May 16 



BASIC Bible Study 
This weekly Bible study meets on Thursday May 12 and 26 at 9:30am in the Youth 
Room. They are currently doing a study titled Miracles. Miracles explores the mira-
cles Jesus performed during His ministry on earth and studies His miraculous power 
over sickness, Satan, creation, and more. In addition, Miracles covers miracles from 
the Old Testament and questions about miracles today. Books can be purchased in 
the church office. 

 
Men’s Fellowship and Bible Study 
Each Thursday at 7:00pm join other Christian men for fellowship and Bible study.  
Beginning in May they will begin going through the book Lutheranism 101.  
It’s a perfect chance to brush up on your Lutheran basics, especially if you’re new to 
St. Paul. Lutheranism 101 examines Lutheran beliefs and heritage in a fresh way. If 
you are a lifelong Lutheran searching for more information or new to Lutheranism 
looking to understand what we believe, this book will be your guide.  

 
Monday Night Women’s Bible Study 
Join Kelly Minter in this seven-session Bible study as she unpacks the biblical 
foundation for these sacred habits along with approachable ways to practice disci-
plines like prayer, study, worship, rest, simplicity, generosity, celebration, and 
many more. Instead of being just one more thing on your to-do list, you’ll find 
that these habits of faith can actually create more margin in your life—providing 
peace and rest as you walk closer with Jesus.  
 
Begins Monday, May 2 at 6:30pm in the FLC. If you preordered a book, they will 
be handed out at the first session and are $20 each.  
 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 
Grab your coffee and join in this weekly adult Bible class at 9:30am in the FLC. They will continue 
going through the book 52 Weeks with Jesus: Fall in Love with the One Who Changed Everything.  

 
Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
The ladies finished up their latest Bible study on April 21. They’ll be taking a break through the sum-
mer and resume a new Bible study in August or September. Look for more information about a start 
date and the book soon! 
 
 
 
You can contact the church office if you have questions about any of the Bible studies at St. Paul. 

Bible Studies Available at St. Paul 



Above: St. Paul youth and parents helped the 
property board with spring clean up on April 9 to 
get ready for Holy Week and Easter Sunday. 

Upcoming Activities 

Monday, May 2 
6:30pm Youth board meeting 
 
Wednesday, May 11 
6:00pm-8:00pm  NYG Youth 
 
Wednesday, May 18 
5:30pm Junior Youth Group 
6:30pm-7:00pm Meal served for all youth 
7:00pm Senior Youth Group 

The youth board and St. Paul youth would like 
to thank everyone who donated baked items 
and purchased items at our Easter bake sale. 
We raised over $2,000! Proceeds go toward 
sending our youth to the national gathering in 
Houston this July.  
 
Sunday, May 15 at the 10:45am worship ser-
vice, St. Paul will confirm the following 11 
youth: Eddie Bell, Rylyn Boeding, McKenna 
Byers, Magnus Pottratz, Ayden Sloan, Meryn 
Smith, Emily Stave, Kyra Swenson, Harrison 
Teggatz, Sienna Townsend and Alexandria 
Wendzel. Join us in the FLC for a reception 
celebrating the confirmands between wor-
ship services on May 15.   
 
Congratulations to the following St. Paul 
members who will graduate from their respec-
tive high schools this year: Grant Boyko, 
Maddie Erickson, Sam Forde, Michael Hay-
den, Morgan Heflebower, Tim Maier, Eric 
Ott, Kyle Ott, Olivia Smith, Kendall Twedt, 
Logan Weathers and Tessa Woerdehoff. 



Lady Diners will meet at 6:00pm on Tuesday, 
May 3 at 6:00pm at the Machine Shed  
restaurant in Urbandale. If you’d like to  
carpool meet at church at 5:30pm. 
 
Lady Diners is for all single ladies of St. Paul, 
regardless of your age or why you are single! 
We hope you’ll join us for a fun evening of 
food and fellowship! 

Thank you to all of our St. Paul members sup-
porting the St. Paul education programs by 
purchasing gift cards through the SCRIP pro-
gram.  
 
Gift cards 
make great 
graduation and 
confirmation 
gifts! HyVee, 
Fareway, 
WalMart, Tar-
get, Menards, Home Depot, Kohls, Starbucks 
and Fleet Farm, Kum & Go and Casey’s cards 
(plus more!) are all available. 
 
Place orders with payment in the box near the 
church office. Orders placed on a Sunday are 
usually available the following Sunday. 
Please contact me with any questions.    
 

Dorothy Marvin 

Buy Gift Cards Here Fellowship, Fun 
Flowers and Food 

Ladies of St. Paul are invited to join LWML 
on Tuesday, May 10 at 7:00pm in the FLC for 
an evening of flowers, fun, food and fellow-
ship!  
 
Jerry Kluver will be our guest speaker and 
we’ll also have the chance to plant our own 
little flowers. Along with a yummy dessert 
we’ll have fellowship time, a game and devo-
tion. We hope you’ll join us for this fun  
evening! 
 
We’re still looking for a VP and secretary for 
the upcoming year, so please prayerfully  
consider running for either position.  

Join us for a reception 
in the FLC  

recognizing our  
Confirmands on 

 

Sunday, May 15 
between worships services 





Registration 
Register online at stpaulankeny.org or pick up a registra-
tion form at church. Registration is free for  
everyone until May 27. After that the fee is $10 per 
child. VBS is for children from age 4 who have  
completed one year of preschool, through fifth grade 
(incoming sixth grade). We encourage sixth graders and 
older to volunteer! 

 
Volunteer 
No matter what your schedule, talents and interests, we 
have a job for you! Stop by the table in the resurrection 
window hallway to see how you can be a part of this  
exciting week. It takes a lot of volunteers to make VBS a 
success, and we need you to help all the children learn 
about Jesus at VBS.  
 

Donations 
We’ll need plenty of donations for VBS. 
Grab a tag from the resurrection hallway  
table (if they aren’t available yet, they will 
be soon), or scan the QR code and give 
electronically.  



Originally known as Decoration Day, it origi-
nated in the years following the Civil War and 
became an official federal holiday in 1971. 
Many Americans observe Memorial Day by 
visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding  
family gatherings and participating in parades. 
Unofficially, it marks the beginning of the 
summer season.  
 
On Memorial Day, we pause to remember 
people who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
their country and for our freedom. We also 
pray for those who continue serving,  
especially those in harm’s way.  

If you are interested in volun-
teering to mow the church lawn, 
please see the sign-up sheet 
located in the FLC hallway. You 
can also call the church office 
and Kathy will get you signed 
up. 
 
If you need training on how to 
use the riding lawnmower or 
any other equipment, please 
contact Gary Hauge or another 
property board member. 

Each week we ask you to complete an attend-
ance card. It may seem like an insignificant 
task, but it’s actually pretty important. Why? 
Here are a couple of reasons.  
 
First, we take attendance to monitor which ser-
vices are growing, which are not growing and 
to understand attendance patterns. This is espe-
cially important with special services such as 
Christmas and Easter. Only nine people attend-
ed the 4:00am Easter service? Guess we can 
forego that service next year! (Kidding! There 
was no 4:00am service!) 
 
Second, taking attendance helps us know when 
someone is missing. In a small church, it’s easy 
to remember who attended on Sunday. At St. 
Paul, with more than 750 members and more 
than one worship service, it’s more difficult to 
keep track of who is worshiping. If we see 
someone is missing (because they didn’t com-
plete a card) for several weeks in a row, church 
leadership or staff can reach out to those  
people.  
 
So what happens with the attendance cards?  
First I find the worship service in our database 
and check each person’s name that was in at-
tendance. (So please mark which service you 
attended.) Second, if there are address, phone or 
email changes, I make those changes in the  
database. Finally, if there are written prayer 
requests I pass those on to Pastor Coop. If we 
have first-time visitors, I send them a welcome 
postcard.  
 
I hope this helps you understand why Pastor 
Coop keeps asking you to complete cards each 
weekend. If you still have questions just ask us!  
 
Blessings,  
Kathy Olson 
Office Manager 

Why Complete an  
Attendance Card? 



Lutheran Laughs 

Scripture is full of references to mothers and 
their unique qualities. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
isn’t typically thought of as one of them but 
think of mothers you know who are living 
examples of the high calling of love described 
there: Love is patient and kind; love does not 
envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irrita-
ble or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong-
doing but rejoices with the truth. Love bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never ends.  
 
Happy Mother’s Day to all women who so 
lovingly care for others. (P.S. — Call your 
mother!) www.LutheranFamilyService.org. 

Building Healthy Families 



The Council meeting was called to order by Dan Drefke at 6:34 pm. Attendees: Mike Hayden, Gary Hauge, Dan 
Drefke, Pastor Andrew Coop, Ron Behrens,  Alyssa Wendzel, Lynn Hanselman, Amber Giese and Mike Giese 
 It was brought to the Council’s attention that Mike Hayden was not properly noted as being in attendance at the 
February Council meeting. This will be corrected.  ynn Hanselman made a motion to approve the minutes from 
the February meeting. The motion was seconded by Alyssa Wendzel. The motion carried unanimously. 
Staff Report — Pastor Andrew Coop 
Lenten Planning: The Easter Vigil/Holy Saturday Service will be canceled. Holy Week Services are: Palm Sun-
day (April 10) 8:00 and 10:45 am – will include the Palm Branch Processional, Maundy Thursday (April 14) 
6:30 pm – will include Holy Communion, Good Friday (April 15) 6:30 pm & 8:00 pm – Tenebrae Services 
Easter Sunday (April 17) 6:30 am & 8:30 am – Traditional with Holy Communion Festival; 10:30 am – Contem-
porary Service with Holy Communion.  Recommendation from the Elders to approve postponing Saturday Night 
Contemporary Worship services during the season of Lent. Dan Drefke moved that we postpone Saturday even-
ing worship services during Lent. The motion was seconded by Lynn Hanselman. The motion carried unani-
mously.  Call Process: We have yet to receive a candidate list back from Iowa District West (President Turner 
had a COP meeting, and was also infected with COVID). 15 interview questions have been passed on to the call 
committee from the St. Paul staff. Next Steps: Review Personal Information Form and SETs. Schedule and con-
duct (Zoom) interviews. Potential in-person meeting before call. Voters’ Meeting to extend a Call to Candidate, 
based on recommendation from the Call Committee. Prayers for process. Pastor Coop has been making as many 
shut-in visits as he can, however, it will be a challenge to complete all of them once a month, due to the busier 
Lenten season. Pastor Kleckner has accepted our offer to serve as our Interim Visitation Pastor beginning in 
April. He will also be preaching once a month starting on the weekend of April 23-24.. Pastor Coop will be out of 
town Thursday – Saturday this week (March 17 – 19) for a Pastoral Leadership Institute Immersion, in Ham 
Lake, Minnesota. Pastor Coop has personally found this program to be beneficial. After attending the Best Prac-
tices for Ministry conference in Phoenix this past month, Pastor Coop taken the time to reflect on what he 
learned. He sought feedback for some potential changes in what we do at St. Paul as well as re-delegating some 
of his current responsibilities to ease his workload. 
Treasurer’s Report —Mike Hayden 
Overall, we are ahead of budget through year-to-date, January 2022. Motion to approve the financial report was 
made by Lynn Hanselman, seconded by Gary Hauge. The motion carried unanimously. 
Elders Report — Ron Behrens 
Official acts (February 2022): 1 Baptism (Mae James Gardner), 4 transfers-in: Lana and Carey Crowson from 
Hope Lutheran Church in Des Moines, Iowa; Chris and Dani Hotchkiss from Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 
Carlisle. 8 Professions of Faith: Peter, Megan, Hudson and Ava Von Qualen; Dustin, Vanessa, Jaydee and Mat-
tox Hoffman. 4 Transfers-Out: Duane and Mardelle Mortenson to Our Savior Lutheran Church in Newton, Iowa; 
Kelly and Karen Hinrichen to Christ the King Lutheran Church in Altoona, Iowa. Average worship attendance 
for February, 2022 was 249 (compared to 305 during 2021) Average worship attendance YTD for February, 
2022 was 233 (compared to 257 as of YTD February, 2021). Paul Wendzel from the call committee gave a 
presentation regarding the call process for the new associate pastor.Alyssa Wendzel led a discussion on the pre-
school. The Board passed a motion to recommend the preschool board to further investigate what it would look 
like for the church to financially support the preshool. Elder Assistance for March 2022: Adult Bible Class: 
March 13 (Dave T. & Ron B.); March 20 (Eric B. and Ron B.). Confirmation Class March 23 (Tim D. and Dave 
B.). BASIC Bible Study March 10 & 24 (Ron B.). 
Stewardship — Tim Krehbiel (not in attendance) 
Evangelism — Lynn Hanselman 
Will be hosting Lenten meal in conjunction with the choir on March 30. The menu will be walking tacos. 
Greeting program: Pastor Coop and Lynn Hanselman met and identified some prospects to serve as a part of this 
committee. Name tag Sunday has been changed from February 27 to the Sunday after Easter. Lynn encourages 
all members to introduce themselves and greet others that you see in church and you don’t know. We have been 
contacted by a couple from Waverly, Iowa, regarding two trips to the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum. The 
first one is June 6-10 and then again December 5-9. Related information will be published in the church bulletin 

March Council Meeting Minutes 



as well as on the information board in the hallway. Future Activities: Pool Party (at a date TBD), The Big Rake – 
this Fall, specific date TBD. 
Education — Amber Giese 
The Board of Education is in the midst of planning for Vacation Bible School this summer. Topics covered at the 
last board meeting included: curriculum, timeline and sign-up sheets. Midweek: The board has confirmed trans-
portation to and / or from Midweek for all in need. The Board has also confirmed an extra volunteer to assist in 
each classroom starting the Wednesday following Spring Break. The confirmation banner assembly will be on 
May 6. The Board is seeking volunteers for this. 
Youth — Malisa Davies (not in attendance)  
Preschool — Alyssa Wendzel 
The Preschool hosted Carnival Family Fun Night on March 4. All volunteers received a personal thank you card 
from the board. We had 100+ people in attendance and 19 volunteers. Saw church families, current preschool 
families, and past preschool families. Lots of good feedback on Whatnot and the new games. Lenten Meal – 
Served pulled pork, corn dogs, hamburgers, carrots, chips, pretzels, goldfish, pasta salad, cole slaw, fruit, water, 
lemonade, and dessert. Had a great turnout with about 120 people. Preschool will suspend during Spring break 
(March 11-18). Upcoming Dates and Events: April 15 and 18 – No school (good Friday and Easter Monday 
April 30 is the new fundraiser date. Preschool is seeking volunteers to help with setup or cleanup. Please contact 
Alyssa Wendzel. Last week of School is May 23-27. Will be offering Summer Camps. More info to come later 
Other Items: We have 59 kids enrolled for the 2021-2022 school year. We are at 41 kids enrolled for the 2022-
2023 school year. Working on preschool year calendar events. Please help us spread the word that we have open 
spots and are looking to hire! It is very important we get help as this will help cut costs later. 
Property — Gary Hauge 
Spring Clean-Up will be Saturday, April 9 starting at 8:30 am. Janitorial services with the new contractor, Jan 
King, commenced last week. All feedback to this point has been positive. Johnson controls received and installed 
a new communications board, however, they could not re-program the system. They will need to obtain a special 
programmer to re-program the panel. Gary has contacted the fire department so we don’t get fined. Will re-
schedule the inspection of the system with Midwest Alarm Service when this is complete. The FLC roof drain 
sewer line: Shawn and Jim ran the heat line through the sewer line. They also installed an outlet and conduit with 
wiring to the breaker box and will hook it up to the breaker panel. The Board feels the Church staff needs to dis-
cuss ideas about combining office space to two people per office and sending recommendations to the planning 
committee and church council. Space for classrooms and education is limited and we need to decide on how to 
best utilize the space we have. The Board is asking for an elimination list by from each Board by next month’s 
council meeting. The roof for the main entrance will likely not be fixed until this Spring. The door closer on the 
north preschool exit is on order. Clean front sanctuary wall and purchase battery-operated candles for the front 
wall and altar.   
Mike Hayden made a motion to accept the updated Board reports. The motion was seconded by Lynn Hanselman 
and was passed unanimously.  
Old Business 
Roof: Academy Roofing was temporarily suspended due to the snow as well as necessary pending masonry work 
that must be completed first.  
New Business 
Facilities Planning Committee: Dan Drefke presented an overview of facility needs identified for both the short 
and long-term. The next step will be to host a forum to present these needs to the congregation, followed by a 
voters meeting to vote on the next steps. The Council decided that we hold a forum to present this to the congre-
gation on Sunday, April 24 at 3:00 pm. 
Alyssa Wendzel moved that we offer a SubSplash option for to create a QR code for church donations for the 
preschool fundraiser. The motion was seconded by Ron Behrens and carried with a unanimous vote. 
Property will remove the sink in the nursery within the next 30-60 days. 
Nominating committee: We will have upcoming openings for the Board of Elders as well as numerous other 
boards.  
 
The next Council Meeting will be on April 19 at 6:30. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Alyssa 
Wendzel and seconded by Lynn Hanselman. The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 
8:04 pm. The Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 



The monthly Elder’s meeting was held on Tuesday, April 13. The following is a summary of that 
meeting. The elders will continue to assist Pastor Coop during the pastoral vacancy. The April/May 
schedule is: Wednesday Confirmation (April 20) – Tim Davies, Sunday Bible study (April 24) – Ron 
Behrens, Sunday Bible study (May 15) – Dave Thompson and Ron Behrens, Thursday BASIC Bible 
study (April 14 & 28) – Ron Behrens.  
 
A significant amount of time was spent discussing a presentation by the chair of the Preschool board, 
Alyssa Wendzel. The preschool uses our facility, but is a separate entity regarding how it is operated. 
The preschool is asking St. Paul for our assistance. Several options were presented. Two of the options 
would involve a position which would be something new for St. Paul. This position would be a com-
bined role as a preschool director/child ministry, meaning that the person would still be the preschool 
director but would also work in developing St. Paul’s children’s ministry (not include high school). A 
job description would have to be developed, but at this stage, we would like your input. I realize this is 
a very brief description of the position and you probably have many questions.  Please communicate 
with your elder or myself regarding this position as we would like to make a recommendation to the 
church council at our May meeting. (As a reminder, the elders can make a recommendation, but the 
final decision is made by the congregation.)   
 
The following acts were reviewed and ap-
proved for membership and membership 
changes:   
Profession of faith (Terry and JoAnn  
Adamson, Kim Rasler).  
Eleven people transferred from other  
congregations (Ross, Danielle and Rikki 
Frank from Christ Lutheran, Ankeny; 
Dean and Brenda Gleason from Holy Trin-
ity Lutheran, Farnhamville, IA; and Josh, 
Whitney, Jayden, Blake, Myles, and Maci 
Suckstorf from Nebraska) 
 
Average worship attendance for March 
was 441 (includes Lent services) and the 
average worship attendance for the year 
was 297. 
 
St. Paul has a total of 759 baptized mem-
bers, total confirmed members of 613 and 
a total number of households of 309.  
 
The next meeting is Tuesday, May 3 at 
6:30pm. 
 
Ron Behrens 
Head Elder 

April Elders Meeting Report 






