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Leech or Sponge? 
You’ve probably never been asked this question, or to consider something from this framework, but 
looking back over the past year (2021), how did you treat, view, or use God’s Word? Did you spend 
time in God’s Word solely for yourself, so that you could deal with all the turbulence from what was 
(and still is) taking place around you in your life, family, and community? Or were you soaking up as 
much as you could as you were immersed in God’s Word so that you could not only be supported by it, 
but also support your family, friends, neighbors, and brothers and sisters in Christ here at St. Paul? 
 
I know this is a blunt, and maybe even abrasive, way to 
begin the New Year, but it’s also critical for us to con-
sider as God’s children. As we step back and evaluate 
other areas of our lives, and consider what new habits 
we’d like to shape and form into our daily lives to stew-
ard the body and mind that the Lord God has given to us, 
I also think that it’s necessary for us to consider how we 
are going to nurture and steward the gift of faith that 
God has gifted to us through the Gospel message, so that 
we do not solely use it for our benefit and upbuilding, 
but in love and service to our neighbor! 
 
So, what opportunities are at your disposal here at St. 
Paul in the New Year? Well, I hope that you’ve heard, but we are going to a new (but old to those 
who’ve been around St. Paul for a while) schedule for Sunday morning. We will continue to have our 
Saturday Evening Contemporary Service at 5:30 pm, and a Traditional Service on Sunday morning at 
8:00 am. But, staring on January 1/2, 2022, Adult Bible Class and Sunday School for children will run 
from 9:30 am to 10:30 am. And our final Traditional Service for the morning will begin at 10:45 am. 
This year we will be going through the Lectionary Cycle of readings for our weekend worship ser-
vices. All this means, is that if you are out of town and go to another LCMS church, you most likely 
will hear the same Scripture readings as we have here at St. Paul.  
 
And with this change to the worship schedule, we look forward to more people getting reconnected 
with one another, and meeting some new friends, as there will be more opportunity for fellowship to 
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take place between both services on Sunday mornings. But, for this to 
take place, it will take a concerted effort from everyone: early service 
goers are strongly encouraged to stick around for Adult Bible class, and 
those who are going to come to the late service, to come early, to spend 
some more time with your brothers and sisters in Christ and around God’s 
Word before worship begins.   
 
And while I’m excited to see what God has in store as He brings more 
people into new and deeper relationships with one another here at St. Paul 
over the next year, I’m even more excited about the Bible Study that 
we’ll be going through at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings! It’s called 52 
Weeks with Jesus: Fall in Love with the One Who Changed Everything. 
(Opportunity to sign up for a book is in the Resurrection hallway at 
church--$15) I’m excited for the opportunity we will have for the entire 
year to focus on the life and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ! We’ll be 
challenged to consider the care and love that Christ showed to so many 
different people in so many ways, and how that not only impacts our lives 
today, by faith, but also transforms how we should go about living as His 
people, as well! It’ll really challenge us to not to simply be a leech, and take away information and 
learning for ourselves (which certainly is beneficial), but to be a sponge, and soak up as much as we 
can about the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we might share all of it, and even our 
very selves, with others that the Lord God has, and will, bring us into relationship in this New Year! 
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Andrew 

Youth Plans January Activities 

Youth planning to attend the Nation Youth Gathering will meet Wednesday, January 5 at 6:00pm for 
food, fellowship and fun! RSVP by sending Malisa a text at 515-240-3687. 
 
We are planning to take the 8th-12th graders to the Winter Jam Con-
cert on Saturday, January 22. Meet at church at 4:00pm for pizza. 
Doors open at 5:00pm and the concert begins at 6:00pm. Cost is $10 at 
the door. RSVP to Malisa at 515-240-3687. 
 
Junior Youth Group will meet on Sunday, January 9 at 2:00pm.  
Junior Youth Group also meets on Wednesday, January 19 at 5:30pm with a meal at 6:30pm. Senior 
Youth are invited to the meal at 6:30pm and Senior Youth Group that follows at 7:00pm.  
 
If you’re interested in joining the Youth Board or helping with youth activities, contact Malisa Davies 
at 515-240-3687. The Youth Board meets on the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm. The next 
meeting is Monday, January 3 at 6:30pm. 



GriefShare is a 13-week, Christ-centered  
support group seminar for people who have 
lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend 
through death. Each session features a video 
presentation on topics like comfort, answers 
and hope.  
 
GriefShare support groups are led by people 
who understand what you are going through 
and want to help. You’ll gain access to valua-
ble GriefShare resources to help you recover 
from your loss.  
 
The next session of GriefShare begins  
Thursday, January 27 at 6:30pm in the 
Youth Room. The session runs Thursdays 
through April 21. 
 
If you or someone you know are interested in 
attending, please contact Nancy Medick at  
515-371-4639 or Betty Berlau at 515-249-
9968.  

GriefShare Session  
Begins January 27 

Lady Diners will meet at 6:00pm on Tuesday, 
January 4 at el Molcajete Mexican restau-
rant (old Bandanas).  
 

Lady Diners is for all single ladies of St. Paul, 
regardless of your age or why you are single! 
We hope you’ll join us for a fun evening of 
food and fellowship! 

Wednesday, February 2 
NYG Youth 

 
Sunday, February 6  
Junior Youth Group 

 
Saturday, February 12 

Valentine’s Dinner Fundraiser 
 

Wednesday, February 16 
Junior Youth Group 
Senior Youth Group 



Greetings! Children’s Sunday school will  
resume on Sunday, January 2 from 9:30 – 
10:30am, between the new service times. 
  
Midweek parents, we will start the new year 
on Wednesday, January 5 from 4:30-5:30pm. 
 
Our Education board meeting will be Monday, 
January 10 from 6:30 – 7:30pm.  
 
Thank you to all our Midweek, Sunday School 
and fill-in teachers this fall, the Board of Edu-
cation can’t thank each individual enough for 
taking the time to educate our children and 
youth.  
 
In Christ,  
Amber Giese 
Education Board Chairperson 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
What a blessed year this has been.  
 
The LWML ladies enjoyed an evening of fel-
lowship, desserts (super yummy!) and gift 
exchange for secret prayer partners at our 
Christmas party on Tuesday, December 14.  
 
Thank you to all who donated to the coat/
mitten drive for Capitol View Elementary in 
November. Kathy delivered 17 coats, 17 
gloves, 11 mittens, one snow pant, and one 
hat. In the month of December, LWML also 
participated in the Fill the Manger donation 
activity.   
 
January Mission Project 
Our January  
mission project is 
for the Iowa Home-
less Youth Center. 
We will be collecting items for the IHYC, 
more information will be posted on the 
LWML board in early January. All ladies are 
welcome to join us at our next fellowship on 
Tuesday, January 11 at 7:00pm in the  
Family Life Center. We will by tying fleece  
blankets starting at 6:00 p.m. for those who 
can come early.  

 
Save the date!  
A mission workshop 
is planned  for  
Saturday, February 

26, 2022. More information to follow soon. 
 
Your servant leader in Christ, 
Julie Hodges 
LWML President 

LWML Meets January 11  

2022 offering envelopes are on the table in the 
FLC Hallway. If you do not see yours and 
wish to have paper envelopes, contact the 
church office.  
 
If you give electronically and no longer need 
paper envelopes, 
notify Kaleb Grev 
or the church of-
fice. You can  
easily set up  
electronic giving 
on the church  
website. 

2022 Offering Envelopes 





BASIC Bible Study 
This weekly Bible study meets on Thursday, January 13 and 27 at 9:30am in the Youth Room. They 
are currently doing a study on Jeremiah.  
 
Homebuilders 
Homebuilders is for parents of young(er) children that provides monthly fellowship and Bible studies 
focused on marriage, parenting and young families. Join them on Sunday, January 16 at 3:00pm. They 
will go through the book Guarding Y our Child’s Heart; Establishing your Child’s Faith Through 
Scripture Memory and Meditation. For more information or questions, contact Paul Wendzel at 515-
240-7449 or p.wendzel@gmail.com. 
 
Men’s Fellowship and Bible Study 
Each Thursday at 7:00pm join other Christian men for fellowship and Bible Study. 
They will be using the book The Lutheran Difference: God’s Word that identifies how 
Lutherans differ from other Christian denominations and shows from the Bible why 
Lutherans differ. If you are a Lutheran, this study will prepare you to share your faith. If 
you are not a Lutheran, it will help you understand the Lutheran difference.  
 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 
Grab your coffee and join in this weekly Bible class between the 8:00am and 10:45am worship service 
They meet in the FLC. Beginning January 2 they’ll be using the book 52 Weeks with Jesus: Fall in 
Love with the One Who Changed Everything. See Pastor Coop’s article for more information. 
 
Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
All ladies are invited for this eight-lesson Bible study Y our Strong Suit based on 
Ephesians 6:10-18. This verse-by-verse study of the armor of God details the incredi-
ble protection that God has provided to His children. Even though we may not like 
discussing spiritual warfare, it is necessary because it is real. Spiritual warfare has the 
potential to rob us of peace and security only to leave behind doubt and unrest. But 
God offers protection to us - HIS protection. Journey through this study as we learn 
about the battle, our enemy, our armor and our place in God's army. But most im-
portantly, we come to know the rock solid truth that God has provided everything we 
need to proclaim ultimate victory. They meet Thursday, January 6 and 20 at 9:30am in the Youth 
Room.  
 
Monday Night Women’s Bible Study 
Beginning January 3, 2022, we’ll be continuing Jenn Wilkin’s Bible study on the book 
of Genesis. Titled God of Covenant, A  Study of Genesis 12-50, the study focuses on 
the stories of the fathers of our faith — Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Through 
these chapters in Genesis, we witness image bearers who sin and wrestle to maintain 
trust in the only One who will fulfill every promise, the One for whom nothing is too 
hard.  
 
 
You can contact the church office if you have questions about any of the Bible studies at St. Paul. 

Several Bible Studies Available at St. Paul 

mailto:p.wendzel@gmail.com


Winter Weather is Coming! 
 

Winter weather will be here before you 
know it! One way we notify members of 
cancellations due to weather is through 
email, text and phone notifications 
through the One Call Now program. 
Please make sure the church office has 
your current email address and phone 
number. 

 

YOU MUST 
OPT-IN to  
receive texts.  
Text ALERT  
to 22300.  

See updates, videos, 
music and more. Like 
us on Facebook! 

www.stpaulankeny.org 

Upcoming Dates & Events 
 

January 10 - Enrollment opens to current & 
church families 

 

January 10 - Current & church families  
 registration night 
 

Christmas Program - January 13 & 14 
 

January 18 - Enrollment opens to the public 
 

January 18 - New enrollment families  
 registration night 
 

Dads & Donuts - January 24-28  
(National Lutheran Schools Week) 
 

February 18 - Carnival Family Fun Night  
 
Preschool board decided to do a fundraiser in 
February. This fundraiser will help update the 
playground. 
 
Preschool board usually meets the first Monday 
of the month at 6:30pm. 
 
Please help us spread the word that we have 
open spots and are looking to hire! 

 
In Christ, 
Alyssa Wendzel 
Preschool Board Chairperson 

January Report 



Hello members of St. Paul! It has been a great pleasure to serve as the head 
of the Stewardship board. Here are some of the things that we have been 
working on. 
 
Coffee and donuts every Sunday! We have assigned a month to each church 
board to serve thru next June. Serving is still open to anyone that would like 
to serve. Just pick a week, on the church website, that is open, and the board 
will work around you.  
  
Served Jethro’s BBQ on August 15 at the voters meeting.   
 
Rally Day - We served breakfast pizza from Casey’s and helped the Educa-
tion Board setup and run games.   
 
Trunk-n-Treat – This was a fun day for us! We gave out prepackaged donuts to just over 100 children.   
 
Held the first annual camping weekend at Prairie Flower campground. It was a great weekend and will 
be scheduled again for next year!  
 
We have been working on “What is Stewardship?” 
Utilizing and managing all resources GOD provides for the glory of GOD and the betterment of his 
creation. Give back to GOD what he has given us! How do we reach the people of St. Paul to get them 
to give back? Not just money! Time and talent are just as important. Working on putting on a Board 
weekend fair with breakfast in January or February 2022. Personally reach out to people. Handwrite, 
postcards, emails and texts. This is not just Stewardship but for everyone to reach out to friends that 
you have not seen in church in a while. Create one document that contains a master list of everything 
that all the boards do in a year. Use document to approach people when talking to them about their tal-
ents and at board fair.  
 
We decorated St. Paul for Christmas! Served Advent meal before December 8 service. Soups! 
 
Taking down Christmas decorations Saturday, January 8 at 9:00am. All are welcome to help.  
 
2022 Events Ideas 
Photo directory – We have a great directory online and it is available to everyone at St. Paul thru an 
app and our website. We are still missing several family’s photos and would love to have them in the 
directory. If yours is not out there, please visit our website. At the bottom of the first page you will find 
a link to the directory where you can log-in and edit your area. We are planning on having a photogra-
pher come in at some time in 2022 for family pictures.  
 
Other ideas include: Escape room, game night, hymn sing, trivia, new member meals/activities, rally 
day, VBS, church trip, camping weekend. 
 
Blessings to you! 
Tim Krehbiel 
Stewardship Board Chairman 

Stewardship Planning Activities for 2022 



The Voters meeting was called to order at 12:11pm by Ben Piepho. Dwain Swanson moved to approve the 
minutes from the September 19 meeting. The motion was seconded by Gary Lenz. The motion carried with 
two nays.  
 
Ben stated it is the Council’s recommendation is to approve a call for both an associate pastor, as well as a 
Director of Christian Education (DCE). The Council further recommended that we will establish a call com-
mittee for the pastor at this voters’ meeting.  
 
If, during the call process, the committee determines the seminary is the best route for us to retain an associate 
pastor, we would then establish a call committee for the DCE and start the process to hire that position at that 
later time. The rationale is that we would not be able to have an associate pastor in-place until July, 2022, if 
we called from the field. In that case, shift our focus to hiring a DCE.   
 
If, during the call process, the committee determines that calling from the field is the best route to take, we 
will complete the call process for the associate pastor, then establish a call committee and commence with the 
call process for the DCE. 
 
Fiscal constraints: Mike Hayden (Treasurer) assured Ben that we’re good from a budget and finance stand-
point. 
 
Ben iterated the present needs of St. Paul Lutheran: 
292 members out of ~750 are 55-plus years of age (38.9%) 
157 members out of ~750 are under 14 years of age (20.9%) 
 
Based on the survey results, the number one priority was outreach to younger families in the City of Ankeny. 
 
Discussion: Pastor Coop re-iterated that the associate pastor would be the best first step to moving us forward 
as a congregation. In Pastor Coop’s opinion, an associate pastor would be of greater value than a DCE would 
at this time. An associate pastor can provide more services that reach more people than a DCE can. 
 
Motion: Jim Harvey moved that we establish a call committee and commence the call process for the position 
of associate pastor. The motion was seconded by Larry Senne. The motion was approved by a ballot vote with 
90 votes to approve the motion and 2 votes disapproving the motion. Gary Hauge made a motion to destroy 
ballots, which was seconded by Sue Crawford. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Ben Piepho proposed the call committee members for the associate pastor call committee to be: Paul Wendzel 
(Chair), Tracy Haselhuhn, Jason Swenson, Fred Fernatt and Calvin Uhlig. Special advisors to the committee 
will consist of: Arkay Brown, Kathy Olson and Pastor Andrew Coop. Tim Krehbiel moved to approve the call 
committee for the position of Associate Pastor, as proposed. The motion was seconded by Ken McConnell. 
The motion carried. 
 
Jason Buls made a motion for the congregation to call a Director of Christian Education. The motion was se-
conded by Gary Hauge and passed with a unanimous vote. 
 
There was a recognition of new voters, which included Kyle Ott and Gary Lentz. A motion was made to ap-
prove these individuals as voters by Charles Volf and seconded by Brent Rangen. The motion carried.  
 
Ken Kise made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Dwain Swanson. The motion carried. 
The voters closed with the Lord’s Prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 1:07 pm. 

November 7 Voters Meeting Minutes 



The Council meeting was called to order by Ben Piepho at 6:35pm. Attendees: Kaleb Grev, Mike Hayden, Ben 
Piepho, Gary Hauge, Dan Drefke, Pastor Andrew Coop, Alyssa Wendzel, Tim Krehbiel, Ron Behrens, Lynne 
Hanselman, Malisa Davies, Amber Giese and Mike Giese. Kaleb Grev made a motion to approve the minutes 
from the October meeting. The motion was seconded by Malisa Davies. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Ben reflected that the voter’s meeting held on 11/7/21 went well. The voters approved calls for both an Associ-
ate Pastor as well as a Director of Christian Education (“DCE”). We will table the DCE for the time being until 
we get a better feel for timing on the Associate Pastor. The call committee will research whether it is best for us 
to call from the field or from the seminary.  
 

Staff Report — Pastor Andrew Coop 
Pastor Coop inquired if we had any questions for him. None were asked. A call committee has been formed for 
the associate pastor. Pastor Coop met with Paul Wendzel, the chair of the call committee. Pastor Coop shared 
some job descriptions provided by the District. The committee will meet for the first time on Thursday (11/18).  
Pastor Coop has been busy with preparation for the Advent season, specifically, Advent services. Wednesday 
night, November 24, will be a Thanksgiving Eve service. Pastor Tim will preach. Pastor Tim will also preach 
this Sunday (11/21), as well as the weekend of December 19. That weekend will most likely be his final Sunday 
preaching for us. Pastor Tim has indicated that he will continue to serve with outreach to shut-ins during 2022. 
Pastor Coop will be reaching out to Pastors Kottlowski and Brammeier to see if they’ll be able to help out once 
a month throughout the first quarter of 2022. Advent services will begin at 6:30 pm with a meal beforehand @ 
5:30 pm. Pastor Coop stated that we need a group to organize an Advent meal for the service on December 15. 
Pastor Coop also asked that we advertise these meals and Advent services to the public. Advent meals and ser-
vices are opportunities to share the love of Christ to the public. Pastor Coop stated we will temporarily postpone 
the Saturday evening services during the holiday season. Christmas schedule: December 22 will be the final 
Advent midweek of the calendar year. We will be hosting Christmas Eve services at 4:00pm, 6:00pm and 
8:00pm. No communion will be served at these services. There will be one church service on Christmas morn-
ing (9:30 am), at which Holy Communion will be served. The following day (Sunday, the 26) there will be one 
service at 9:30 am. 
Financial Report — Mike Hayden 
Mike stated that $10,000 was misallocated on the youth expenditures vs. the budget. The $10,000 that was spent 
for the national youth gathering should have come from the youth savings account, not the annual budget. 
Elders Report — Ron Behrens 
Official acts include: One Funeral and five new members received. Of the five new members received, three 
were by  profession of faith: Chris, Mallory and Della Gardner; and two received by transfer: Gary and Carolyn 
Veseley from Redeemer Lutheran Church, Springfield, Missouri. The Board of Elders passed a motion unani-
mously to suspend the Journey service (Saturday) through the Advent season, per Pastor’s recommendation. 
Ron stressed that this is a temporary change during Advent, only. As previously stated, Pastor Coop will reach 
out to those other pastors to help with Sunday worship services during 2022. 
Stewardship — Tim Krehbiel 
The Church website has been updated and now includes a donut sign-up for the 2022 calendar year. Instructions 
about specific items to bring for this have been adjusted. We don’t have anyone signed-up for coffee this Sun-
day (11/21). We also don’t have anyone signed up for coffee or donuts the following weekend (11/28).  
The Property Board will be handling coffee and donuts throughout the month of December. Stewardship com-
piled a specific list of all tasks and functions that are assigned to them. Tim asked that each board provide a sim-
ilar list. Stewardship will then create a consolidated document to disburse to.  Stewardship will be decorating 
the church on Saturday, November 27. Snacks & Cider will be provided. Stewardship will take down the Christ-
mas decorations on January 8 at 9:00 am. The Stewardship Board discussed the possibility of creating Christ-
mas yard signs to promote St. Paul Lutheran Church. The Board decided this is a good idea. Members are asked 
to provide ideas for designs to Tim and Stewardship board. 

November 16 Council Meeting Minutes 
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Evangelism — Lynn Hanselman 
Trunk or Treat was a success. There were 10 trunks and approximately 125 children in attendance. Lynn noted 
that the number of trunks is down from 16 the year prior. Evangelism is hoping for better participation next 
year. 
The Big Rake occurred on Sunday, November 14. There were approximately 20 volunteers that participated. In 
addition to the properties being raked, the residents were provided a plate of cookies as well as a prayer/
devotion shared by the volunteers. The Board of Evangelism is seeking warm clothing donations for the school. 
The cradle will be placed in a visible location to collect these donations. Evangelism will also be working to-
ward collecting food bank donations in the near-future. 
Education — Amber Giese 
The board discussed midweek for the remainder of the calendar year, specifically, the remaining dates.  It was 
decided that midweek will continue through Wednesday, December 15. This will allow the children to continue 
practicing for the Christmas program. The Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 12 during the 9:30 
am service. The kids have been spending extra time during Sunday school and Midweek practicing the musical 
pieces. The Board is seeking children to perform musical solos and duets (both instrumental and vocal) as part 
of this program. The final rehearsal for this program will be on Saturday, December 11. The current teaching 
materials for both Sunday School and Midweek will end at the end of November. The Board will need to have 
lessons prepared for December (Christmas lessons). Future lesson plans in January will include memorization 
work.  
The Board of Education will be responsible for serving coffee and donuts all Sundays during the month of Feb-
ruary. The Board held a discussion for possible dates and themes for Vacation Bible School this summer. 
Youth — Malisa Davies 
St. Paul Lutheran had seven junior youth and two chaperones attend the junior high youth district gathering Oc-
tober 23 and 24. We will have sixteen high school youth and four chaperones signed up to attend the senior high 
youth district gathering November 19 – 21. We have registered 22 Youth and 4 Chaperones for the national 
LCMS gathering in Houston, TX. Junior and Senior youth groups met on November 3. 25 youth were in attend-
ance. The Junior youth group also met on November 14 (4 in attendance) and helped with the Big Rake. Eighth 
Graders have started helping with Donuts & Coffee once a monthThe Board is currently working on a Christ-
mas party and a retreat to Okoboji. The Christmas party will likely occur in January, due to scheduling conflicts. 
The Board is planning a “Parent’s Day Out” for 12/4/. The Youth Board will host a Valentine’s Day dinner at 
St. Paul Lutheran church on 2/12/2022. 
Preschool — Alyssa Wendzel 
The Preschool passed the most-recent DHS inspection. There were a few items that had to be mailed-in to com-
plete the inspection. Enrollment down significantly this year. The Board is discussing budget concerns if next 
year is like this year and how to mitigate. The Board is planning to enhance advertising and promotion in order 
to increase enrollment this year as well as next year. This will include a change / upgrade to the logo which has 
been approved by the Board. Preschool classes and activities have been postponed until November 29 due to 
illness and staffing shortages. Family art night was held on October 15. There were approximately 32 families 
in attendance. The Board will work on planning more of these events in the future. The preschoolers have been 
practicing Christmas music for the Christmas program. The program, however, has been postponed until a later 
date to be determined. Donuts with Dad will be rescheduled to a date on January to-be-determined. The tenta-
tive date for our big carnival family fun night is Friday February 18. 
Property — Gary Hauge 
The Property Board is still awaiting estimates and inspection results from M&M Roofing and Five Star Roof-
ing. Gary will contact them again. We did receive inspection results and an estimate from Hawkeye Flat Roof 
Solutions for major repairs for next year. The Board is awaiting additional inspection results and estimates from 
Mid-States Roofing this week for immediate roof leaks. Gary will be meeting tomorrow with Academy Roofing 
for an inspection and estimate to repair roof leaks immediately. Smith’s Sewer Service was contacted to clean 
out the underground storm sewer to improve the Family Life Center roof drain problem during the winter 
months. This work has not yet been scheduled. The Board made a decision to purchase and install an electric 
heat cable in the Family Life Center. Church Van: Gary asked each board representative to submit names of 



anyone who may need to drive the church van for 
events/activities, so that he can submit them to the 
Department of Transportation for approval. The 
Property Board received a bid for janitorial ser-
vices from Jani-King. The Board has a positive 
outlook in utilizing Jani-King for these services, 
however, noted it will be significantly more ex-
pensive than what we’ve been paying for cleaning 
services. The Board is in the process of acquiring 
additional bids from other janitorial service com-
panies. The Property Board Report is available in 
Drop Box. 
 

Tim Krehbiel made a motion to accept the updated 
Board reports. The motion was seconded by Lynn 
Hanselman and was passed unanimously.  
 

New Business 
Associate Pastor Call: If anyone in the congrega-
tion has names for this position that they want to 
be considered, there is an official form that must 
be filled out. The first task of the Committee will 
be to research whether it is best to call from the 
field or seminary. If they opt to go from the field, 
they are looking to get resumes back mid-January. 
The Council will organize a voter’s meeting once 
they get a call referendum from the field or decide 
to call from the seminary. 
 

Dan Drefke will lead an open forum for the Con-
gregation on Sunday, November 21.  
 

The Fiscal year 2022 Budget was discussed and 
finalized to bring to the voters meeting on Novem-
ber 29. Motion was made to approve this budget, 
as presented, by Lynn Hanselman and seconded by 
Gary Hauge. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Pastor Tim’s salary includes $900 per week for 
services and shut-in calls and $300 for preaching.  
 

Malisa Davies said 32 members have not yet 
picked up 2021 offering envelopes. The names 
have been compiled and each council member got 
a copy of the list. Ron Behrens agreed to ask the 
elders to reach out to these individuals. 
 

A motion to adjourn the meeting made by Tim 
Krehbiel, seconded by Kaleb Grev. Motion carried 
unanimously, meeting adjourned at 8:52 pm. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

I just want to remind everyone that the main 
purpose of the elders is for the spiritual wel-
fare of the congregation. While this includes 
several things, one of the items includes the 
spiritual health of our pastors and other called 
leaders. As you are well aware, we currently 
have only one pastor and for a church of this 
size one pastor could easily work twenty-four 
hours per day. Pastor Tim Phillips was help-
ing us for the past several months, but his time 
with us has ended. We don’t know how long 
the call process will take and there will be 
times when we falter, but we must remember 
that what we do is for God’s glory, not ours. 
 
At our monthly Elder’s meeting held on Tues-
day, December 14 Pastor Coop presented us 
with several areas where we could help him 
during this period. As a result, you will proba-
bly notice one or more of the elders taking 
part in leading the adult Bible class on Sunday 
morning, visiting some shut-ins, conducting 
some of the confirmation classes or leading 
other Bible studies. While more discussion 
needs to take place and more details finalized, 
we wanted you to be aware. 
 
In other news — 
The average worship attendance for  
November was 294. The average worship at-
tendance for the year through November was 
270. St. Paul has a total of 747 baptized mem-
bers, total confirmed members of 610 and a 
total number of households of 305. New 
members in December were: Abe Murray; 
Kent Ryan; Tom, Leanne and Alexandra  
Hurdel. Families that transferred to other 
LCMS churches were Doering and Peterson. 
 
In Christ,  
Ron Behrens 
Head Elder 

Elders Report 






