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I asked the same question last year, and I’ll ask it again this year, because it happened again! Anyone 
else think that Christmas decorations went EARLY this year? I mean, All Saints Day, November 1, 
and many homes in the one-mile walking loop that we take with Teddy (our dog) had their Christmas 
lights, decorations, and even trees up! And yet, is anyone really pushing back? I continue to conclude 
the reason for this EARLY setup and preparation for the Christmas season is simply because people in 
our world today are looking for HOPE. But, as Christians, the hope that we have this year, is the same 
hope that we have every single year: that our God did not wait for us to come to Him but has come to 
us. It’s the good news of great joy that is for ALL people, “For unto you is born in the city of David, a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
 
But, as we hear the Good News again this 
Christmas season, we are also met with the 
stark reality that the only reason that we 
have Good News, is because there’s bad 
news, as well. All you need to do is look at 
the headlines of the news and you’re con-
fronted with the reality that we continue to 
live in a sinful world today. But the bad 
news is not solely an external message, one 
that we only see taking place in the world 
around us, instead the news of God’s Word 
is much worse: we are no better off than any-
one else, we too, are sinful. We, live the 
world and everyone else in the world, need someone to rescue, restore, and save us from our sin, 
which is exactly what Jesus, the Christ (Messiah), the very Son of God, came to do.  
 
Jerome, an Early Church Father from the 4th and 5th Century AD, contemplated this frequently when 
he returned to Bethlehem in his old age, especially when he would look out a window and see the 
beautiful nativity scene that was displayed not far away, and he would have the following conversa-
tion (hypothetically) with the Christ-child: 
 

The Christmas Hope 
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Lady Diners will meet at 6:00pm on Tuesday, 
December 7 at The Other  Place in Ankeny.  
 

Lady Diners is for all single ladies of St. Paul, 
regardless of your age or why you are single! 
We hope you’ll join us for a fun evening of 
food and fellowship! 

Advent by Candlelight 
Advent by Candlelight is a beautiful, 
spirit-filled event just for women.  
Discover the deeper meaning of Advent 
as you enjoy the music of the Christmas 
season, scripture and fellowship.  
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday,  
December 5. Doors will open at 
4:00pm for guests to view the decorated 
tables with the program beginning 
promptly at 4:30pm.  
 
Registration is preferred. Sign up sheet 
for guests and hostesses is located on the 
LWML table.  

“Oh, Lord Jesus, how you are shivering. How 
mien you lie there for the sake of my salva-
tion, how can I ever repay you? – There I im-
agine the babe answering me: I don’t want 
anything, dear Jerome, but that you sing: Glo-
ry to God in the highest! Only let that please 
you, for I will become much more needy on 
the Mount of Olives and on the holy cross. – I 
say further: Dear little Jesus, I must give you 
something: I want to give you all my gold. – 
The infant answers: Heaven and earth are still 
always mine, I don’t need it, give it to the 
poor. I will receive that as if it were given to 
me. – I go on to say: Dearest baby Jesus, I will 
gladly do that, but I must also do something 
for you personally, or I will die for sorrow. – 
The little child answers: Dear Jerome, since 
you are so very generous, I will tell you what 
you should give me. Give me your sins, your 
evil conscience, and your damnation. – I say: 
What will you do with them? – The baby Jesus 
says: I will take it on my shoulder. That shall 
be my government and my glorious deed, as 
Isaiah said in olden times, that I will bear and 
take away your sins (Is. 9:6; 53:4-12). – Then 
I begin to weep bitterly, said Jerome, and say: 
Child, dear child, how you have stirred my 
heart! I thought you wanted to have what is 
good, so you want to have everything that is 
evil about me. Take away what is mine. Give 
me what is yours. Thus, I am free of my sins 
and sure of eternal life.”  
 
Amid the hopelessness that many around us 
are experiencing today, and if we’re honest 
with ourselves we’ve considered as well, may 
the Good News of Lord and Savior’s birth be 
our constant HOPE! 
 
Merry Christmas,  
Pastor Andrew Coop 



The youth of the congregation looking to at-
tend the 2022 National Youth Gathering in 
Houston, TX are looking for your help.  
 
If you have some cans with a deposit, you can 
donate them to help defray the cost of attend-
ing the National Youth Gathering.  
 
Simply call Jon and Candy Jero at 515-559-
6969 or email jonj927@gmail.com and they 
would be happy to come and collect them.  

We took 14 of our amazing youth to  
represent St. Paul and had a great time of 
worship, fellowship and becoming more 
“Anchored” in our faith! The Senior Youth 
would like to thank the congregation for 
their prayers and support as we attended 
the Senior Youth Gathering November 19-
21.  

Senior Youth Attends District 
Gathering in November 

Youth Can Fundraiser 
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Thank you to all of our St. Paul members sup-
porting the St. Paul education programs by 
purchasing 
gift cards 
through the 
SCRIP  
program.  
 
Consider us-
ing SCRIP gift 
cards for all 
your holiday shopping needs. HyVee, Fare-
way, WalMart, Target, Menards, Home  
Depot, Kohls, Starbucks and Fleet Farm cards 
are all available. Kum & Go and Casey's 
cards are available for holiday travel.  
 
Place orders with payment in the box near the 
church office. Orders placed on a Sunday are 
usually available the following Sunday. 
Please contact me with any questions.    
— Dorothy Marvin 

Buy Gift Cards Here! Upcoming Music 
Events at St. Paul 

Songs of the Season 
You are invited! The Chancel Choir and Alle-
luia Ringers will be performing a joint concert 
highlighting many favorite Advent and Christ-
mas musical selections. The concert will be 
Wednesday, December 15, following our  
midweek evening Advent service. We invite 
you to join us for Advent worship at 6:30pm, 
refreshments at 7:15 in the Narthex, and the 
Christmas Concert at 7:30pm in the sanctuary. 
Please consider inviting family and friends for 
this night of beautiful music. 
 
Children’s Christmas Service Prelude 
Children in grades 1-7 who play an instrument 
or sing are invited to share a piece of music as 
part of the prelude for the Children’s Christ-
mas Service on Sunday, December 12 at 
9:30am. Songs should preferably be  
Christian/Christmas themed. If you are inter-
ested in being a part of the prelude, please sign 
up on the sheet posted on the chalk wall in the 
entrance, or contact Arkay Brown via email at 
arkaybrown@stpaulankeny.org or 515-451-
3241. Arkay will schedule a rehearsal with 
each of you before the week of December 12. 
Thank you for adding to our service through 
God’s gift of music. 

The church could use our help! Because of 
extra holiday services, the church will miss 
its weekly vacuuming right before Christ-

mas. So bring your vacuum to small group 
(at the church), we will crank some Christ-

mas tunes and vacuum together! 
 

Thursday, December 23 |  7:00pm 
@ St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Snacks and drinks provided.  
Don’t forget your vacuum! 
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Winter Weather is Coming! 
 

Winter weather will be here before you 
know it! One way we notify members of 
cancellations due to weather is through 
email, text and phone notifications 
through the One Call Now program. 
Please make sure the church office has 
your current email address and phone 
number. 

 

YOU MUST 
OPT-IN to  
receive texts.  
Text ALERT  
to 22300.  

We were asked to provide donuts and serve at the preschool Dads and Donuts, but it was postponed. 
We’ll plan to help once a new date has been set.  
 
We had 10 trunks for our Trunk and Treat event in October. Approximately 125 children attended the 
event. Next year we hope to get more decorated trunks. 
 
The Big Rake was November 14. Around 20 people volunteered to rake. We provided pizza, chips, 
water and cookies to volunteers before heading out to rake lawns. Each volunteer group provided a 
plate of cookies to the home owner and shared a devotion. Hopefully next year we can get more  
volunteer rakers and more lawns to rake so we can spread the news of the love that Christ has for us. 
 
In December we are holding the annual Fill the Manger food drive (see information below). Please 
drop off your food or cash donations throughout the month of December. 
 
We are always looking for more people to join our 
Evangelism committee. If interested, let me know! 
 
Christmas Blessings, 
Lynn Hanselman 
Evangelism Board Chairman 

Evangelism Busy With Activities 

Fill the manger now thru December 26. 
We are collecting food items along with 
cash donations to be split between the St. 
Paul Food Pantry/Blessing Box and the 
DMARC (Des Moines Area Religious 
Council) food pantry network.  
 
There is power in your cash donation. 
Due to agreements with wholesalers, for 
each donated dollar, DMARC can pur-
chase two to six times the amount of food 
that you can purchase.  
 
Make checks payable to St. Paul Lutheran 
Church.  



BASIC Bible Study 
This weekly Bible study, led by Pastor Coop, meets on Thursday, December 9 and 23 at 9:30am in the 
Youth Room. They are currently doing a study on Jeremiah.  
 
The Chosen – Season Two 
Have you watched the first season of this television series? It is about the life of Jesus. The first season 
focuses on his calling of the disciples. If you have not watched it yet, you have time to stream it at 
home before we start watching season two. Season two continues with Jesus’ disciples and his public 
ministry. They will meet on Sundays at 6:30pm in the FLC, with December 12 being the last session. 
 
Homebuilders 
Homebuilders is for parents of young(er) children that provides monthly fellowship and Bible studies 
focused on marriage, parenting and young families. Join them on Sunday, December 19 at 3:00pm. 
They will go through the book Guarding Y our Child’s Heart; Establishing your Child’s Faith Through 
Scripture Memory and Meditation. For more information or questions, contact Paul Wendzel at 515-
240-7449 or p.wendzel@gmail.com. 
 
Men’s Fellowship and Bible Study 
Each Thursday at 7:00pm join other Christian men for fellowship and Bible Study. 
They will be using the book The Lutheran Difference: God’s Word that identifies how 
Lutherans differ from other Christian denominations and shows from the Bible why 
Lutherans differ. If you are a Lutheran, this study will prepare you to share your faith. 
If you are not a Lutheran, they will help you understand the Lutheran difference.  
 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 
Grab your coffee and join in this weekly Bible study after the 9:30am worship service 
(approximately 10:45am). They meet in the FLC. 

 
Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
Imagine walking the dusty roads of Galilee with Jesus of Nazareth—braving jostling 
crowds just to touch the edge of His cloak and hear Him say, “Take heart, daughter, 
your faith has healed you.” Those words, once meant to comfort a hurting woman’s 
soul thousands of years ago, were also meant for you. Join biblical culturalist Kristi 
McLelland on those dusty roads as she transports you back to Jesus’ world, following 
in the footsteps of the women who came face-to-face with the Living God. Join them 
at 9:30am on Thursday, December 2 in the Youth Room.  
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Beginning January 3, 2022, we’ll be continuing Jenn Wilkin’s Bible study on the book 
of Genesis. Sign up in the Narthex and indicate if you’d like a book ordered for you 
(sign-up sheet will be out until December 6).   
 
You can contact the church office if you have questions about any of the Bible studies 
at St. Paul. 

Several Bible Studies Available at St. Paul 
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Each day add an item to a box. On Christmas  
Eve bring the contents to Fill the Manger. 

POINSETTIA  
ORDERS 
 

Help beautify the church 
this Christmas season by 
purchasing a poinsettia 
for $12. Order 
forms are on 
the LWML  
table. All  
orders are due 
by December 5. 



“The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” — John 1:5  
 
As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to 
you! This year has been another difficult time 
for all of us, and we are grateful for the Iowans 
who have stepped up just for the sake of giv-
ing and helping the people LSI is privileged to 
serve. Thank you for bringing the light of 
Christ to your neighbors who rely on these 
important services!  
 
At LSI, we know many people experiencing 
deep darkness. We know parents who feel 
hopeless, with little resources to raise their 
young children. We know adults with disabili-
ties who feel voiceless, with no support system 
or connection to their community. We know 
teens who are aging out of foster care, who 
fear they will never have a forever family.  
 
The holidays can be an especially difficult 
time for our neighbors who are so often over-
looked in our society. In the spirit of giving, 
the spirit of love, and the spirit of working to-
gether, let us stand with them and lift them up 
this Christmas season. LSI’s annual matching 
gift campaign is currently active, and those 
making a new or increased financial gift can 
double their impact through the end of the 
year. If you would like to learn more about 
how you can support Iowa children and fami-
lies, contact Deb Whitford, LSI Director of 
Philanthropy and Church Relations, at Debo-
rah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563.676.2065.  

Merry Christmas from LSI  

When preschool hosted the family fun night in 
October it had several preschool families in 
attendance. The preschool will plan on doing 
more events like this in the months to come. 
These events are open to preschool and church 
families.  
 
Preschool board approved a new logo for the 
preschool. We wanted something that could be 
recognizable as well as connect to the church’s 
logo. 
 
The preschool board decided on Thursday,  
November 11 to postpone preschool classes 
and all preschool activities until November 29.  
Dads and Donuts will be rescheduled to  
January. Christmas program will also be  
postponed to a later time. 
 
The tentative date for our big carnival family 
fun night is Friday, February 18. 
 
Please keep the preschool in your thoughts and 
prayers during this difficult time. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Alyssa Wendzel 
Preschool Board Chairperson 

Preschool Updates 

The call committee has been busy reviewing 
congregational needs and information provided 
by the District. With meetings scheduled in 
early December, we hope to have a progress 
update to the congregation before Christmas. 
 
In Christ,  
Paul Wendzel 

Call Committee Update 
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See updates, videos, 
music and more. Like 

www.stpaulankeny.org 

The monthly Elder’s meeting was held on Tuesday, November 9.  
 
The following acts were approved: we received two people by transfer (Gary and Carolyn Vesely from 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Springfield, MO) and three people by profession of faith (Chris, Mallory 
and Della Gardner). 
 
After discussion, a motion was passed to temporarily suspend the 5:30pm Journey service during the 
Advent season until January 1, 2022. We want to emphasize that this is only for the Advent season and 
the purpose is to give some relief for our pastor during the Advent season. The service will resume 
after January 1, 2022. 
 
The Elders will host the Advent meal on Wednesday, December 22.  
 
The average worship attendance for October was 229. The average worship attendance for the year 
through October was 268. St. Paul has a total of 750 baptized members, total confirmed members of 
611 and a total number of households of 303. 
 
In Christ,  
Ron Behrens 
Head Elder 

November Elder’s Report 



Called to order by Ben Piepho at 6:36 pm. Mike Hayden made a motion to accept the minutes from the Septem-
ber meeting, which was seconded by Gary Hauge. The motion carried. 
 

Staff Report — Pastor Andrew Coop 
Pastor Coop stated that our top priority, as a council, should be to continue to move forward with the call process 
for both an associate pastor as well as a Director of Christian Education. His hope is that by the end of this Coun-
cil meeting that we will have something tangible, in this regard, to bring to the congregation for a special voters’ 
meeting. Pastor Coop stated that he will be on vacation starting Friday, October 22 through the following Friday, 
October 29. Pastor Tim Phillips will cover everything from a Pastoral standpoint during Pastor Coop’s time 
away. If any member is in need of pastoral care, please contact Kathy in the church office and she will connect 
the member with Pastor Phillips. 
 

This Sunday (October 24) will be the day that James Both will be installed as the Vicar of the Sudanese Mission 
Lutheran Church. In serving as the Vicar, James will officially become the next Pastor of the Sudanese Mission 
Lutheran Church upon completing two years of formal education through the EIIT Program at CSL. James is 
very excited to serve in this role, and has invited the leadership and the entire of congregation to join them for 
worship this Sunday at 11:30 am. Pastor Haney will be present to install James, and there will be many other 
Sudanese Pastors from around the nation who gather here for this special day. 
 

Pastor Coop emphasized that the cleaning service being provided for the church is unacceptable. He believes that 
we, as a church, either need to find a new contractor or provide the present contractor with a new contract so that 
the entire church (including hallways, classrooms, offices, bathrooms, Sanctuary and FLC) are vacuumed and 
cleaned once a week. Per Pastor, “There have been countless times I have come, no matter the day of the week, 
and cleaned one or more those areas, so that they are simply presentable to the public. This is the Lord’s house, 
and while we can have fun and certainly use it, we also need to have it cleaned as if it is, as well.” Gary Hauge 
stated he will prioritize obtaining a new cleaning contractor this month. He hopes to have a new contractor in 
place around Thanksgiving. 
 

Advent services are upcoming. Pastor proposed dinner from 5:00 – 6:15 pm with the church service beginnng @ 
6:30. The Council agreed with this suggestion. Midweek will be paused during this time. Pastor Coop empha-
sized that we can use this as an opportunity to bring new members into the congregation. This, as well as other 
events like Trunk or Treat and the Big Rake.  
 

There was discussion regarding changing Sunday service times. Pastor coop stated that he’s not against changing 
the times, however, doesn’t expect significant improvement in attendance by doing so. Pastor stated that attend-
ance numbers are one way of evaluating things, however, brought attention to other standards like: quality of 
what people are getting as well as the character of the congregation (who were we, who are we now and who do 
we want to be?). Pastor believes that the best way for us to grow as a congregation is for people to tell their sto-
ries. What brought them here and what keeps them coming back? What stories are people telling about us? What 
do new people to the church focus on as they come in? What do those who’ve been here for a while talk about? 
What story are we sharing with one another about how things are currently going? What do others outside of our 
congregation know about us and think of us? How about our neighbors? Pastor also stated that we need to raise 
up wins and highlight the good things that are going on, aside from just the trials that we go through as a congre-
gation.  
 
Financial Report — Mike Hayden 
Contributions are a little behind our year-to-date budget, however, we may be able to make up for this as contri-
butions are typically higher toward the end of the fiscal year. Operating expenses are well under budget at 52% 
of what we’ve budgeted to be at this time, this year. Approximately $36,000 of securities are scheduled to mature 

Church Council Meeting Minutes from October 19, 2021 



in the near-future. We need to decide what to do with this. If anyone has an interest in assisting Mike with this, 
let him know. The called staff gets a car allowance while the hourly staff does not, nor do they get reimbursed 
for mileage. Mike proposed that we implement mileage reimbursement for the hourly staff. Mike stated he will 
draft a policy for this, and distribute to the Council for review. 
 

Elders Report — Ron Behrens 
Official acts include: 1 funeral and 7 releases. There was discussion regarding Sunday worship schedules. Tim 
K. moved that we follow the recommendation from the Board of Elders to continue the present format through 
12/31/21 and re-evaluate at that time. The motion was seconded by Caleb G and passed through a vote. 
 

Stewardship — Tim Krehbiel 
The photo shoot related to church directory will be postponed until sometime in 2022 due to lack of time. The 
Stewardship Board will work on pricing options for this and include it in the fiscal year 2022 budget. Tim stated 
that the Stewardship Board will be increasing the budget a fair amount in 2022. The Board has heard continued 
to get feedback requesting more events with an emphasis on fun.  
Stewardship is working on decorations for the Trunk or Treat event. The Board will host a vehicle and will be 
passing out donuts for this. Tim defined stewardship as: “utilizing and managing all resources GOD provides for 
the glory of GOD and the betterment of his creation. Tim emphasized with his board that we should always be 
asking how we are bringing glory to God and giving back to God as he has given to us. Stewardship is working 
toward maximizing membership involvement in the church. Tim stated we need members to give back, not just 
with money, but with their time and talents as well. A couple of concepts the Board is working on to help with 
this: 1) A Board Fair with a breakfast. All Boards would be represented and have a table with information on 
how members can be involved. The best time for this would likely be on a Saturday morning in January or Feb-
ruary. 2) Encourage members to reach out to others personally (phone call, handwritten letter, etc.) 3) Put togeth-
er a consolidated calendar of events that includes all events and activities of the church and its boards. Steward-
ship would like to collect this information by December and distribute it early for the coming year (2022). 
Next events: Big Rake (11/14); 11/27 – decorate the church; Stewardship will also host an Advent meal. 
 

Evangelism — Lynn Hanselman 
The Board of Evangelism has been working diligently to prepare for the Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, Octo-
ber, 30. They will hold a meeting this Friday, October 22 to finalize their plans for this. 
 

Education — Amber Giese 
The Board discussed gift ideas for Pastor Appreciation Month at their last board meeting. The Board of Educa-
tion has finalized plans for the Trunk or Treat event.  The Board will be in charge of coffee and donuts for all 
Sundays in the month of February. The Board will re-visit bibles & books ordered for people that have not been 
picked up. The Board will either make a phone call or visit with these families personally to arrange for these 
materials to be delivered. Memorization from the 1st Catechism will be incorporated into Wednesday Midweek 
activities. The Christmas Program will be on 12/12/21 during the 9:30 service. The theme is “Kid-Tata”. LWML 
will be making ornaments for this. The Board put together a proposal for their anticipated future building & fa-
cility needs.  
 

Youth — Malisa Davies 
Fundraising has been a success. The rummage sale garnered $4,368.53 in earnings, while the flamingo fundraiser 
raised close to $3,000. Youth Gatherings: We have 7 youth and 2 chaperones lined-up for the junior youth gath-
ering on October 23 and 24. We have 16 youth and 4 chaperones lined-up for the senior youth gathering on No-
vember 19 – 21. Youth Group had two outings in October: a hayrack ride on October 10; and bowling on Octo-
ber 17. The next outing is scheduled for November 3 and will include a meal. The 8th graders will be serving 
donuts and coffee on Sunday, November 14. The youth board stated its future needs include a youth room with 
storage for material and games. They would like a TV mounted to the wall, a refrigerator and gaming table.  
 
 



Preschool — Alyssa Wendzel 
Enrollment down significantly this year. Discussing budget concerns if next year is like this year and how to mit-
igate. The Board is planning to enhance advertising and promotion in order to increase enrollment this year as 
well as next year. Family art night was held on October 15. The preschoolers have been practicing Christmas 
music for the Christmas program. 
 

Property — Gary Hauge 
Three inspections have been conducted on the roof with only one estimate thus far. The property board decided 
that due to expense, flashing needs to take priority as this is the least expensive aspect of the roofing repairs. The 
Board will have the roofing contractors complete this to ensure that it is completed properly. Once the flashing is 
complete, the Board can re-evaluate the shape of the roof at that time. Smith’s Sewer Service has been contacted 
to clean out the underground storm sewer to improve the Family Life Center roof drain problem during the win-
ter months. We will also purchase and install electric heat cable in the Family Life Center roof drain system. 
Parts have been ordered to repair the door closing system from Heartland Door, however, they have not yet ar-
rived. The Board re-scheduled the inspection of the fire alarm with Midwest Alarm Service. Upcoming activities 
include: establish the Church Property budget for 2022; Purchase new battery-powered candles to replace the oil 
candles we have as this will save on cleaning; Acquire bids for janitorial services and review cleaning require-
ments; assist preschool with staining of playground equipment; acquire estimates for replacing carpet in hand 
washing areas and painting area in north classroom of preschool. Long-term projects include: Clean, Tuckpoint, 
Caulk & Seal Church (probably not until 2023); Repair Parking Lot Sections (probably not until 2023); Improve 
storm sewer issues; landscape north side of the property. 
 

Tim K. made a motion to accept board reports which was seconded by Dan D. The motion carried. 
 

New Business 
A special voter’s meeting will be held on 11/7/21 at 12:00, noon with the intent to approve a call for an associate 
Pastor as well as a Director of Christian Education, per recommendations from both the Board of Elders and the 
Council. The intent is to call both with timing subject to best course of action for us, as a congregation. Ben will 
also form a call committee for the associate pastor position, which will also be brought to the voters for approval 
at that time. The Council agreed that the priority is the call for an associate pastor at this time. 
 

Upcoming Events  
There will be an open forum on Sunday, November 21 at 12:00 noon. Topics of discussion include: Church ser-
vice worship schedule, volunteerism, education plan (Sunday School & Midweek) as well as upcoming steward-
ship events. 
 

There will be a November Budget Meeting on Monday, November 29 at 6:30 pm.  
 

Lutheran District is asking for financial contributions for New Orleans Lutheran High School. Ron B. moved that 
we will place an offering basket in the narthex next Sunday (Oct. 24) for free-will donations. St. Paul Lutheran 
will equally match all donations made. The motion was seconded by Tim K. and passed unanimously.    
 

Old Business 
No updates regarding holiday signage. Tim did not discuss this with his board. 
There was discussion regarding increasing youth involvement. Gary H. stated that the youth could assist the 
property board with various projects. Evangelism stated the youth could help with the Big Rake event.  
 

Tim K. made a motion to accept the old business, seconded by Mike H. The motion carried. 
 

Meeting adjourned. The Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 






