
 

Book Recommendations 
Picture Books 

 
 

Elephant & Piggie  
by Mo Willems 
If you haven’t read Elephant & Piggie books with your littles yet, you are 

missing out on one of the greatest picture book series of the past ten years. 

Hilarious and endearing, these are great for kids of all ages as well as adults. 

They are all fantastic books, but if you need a starting point, There is a Bird 
on Your Head is a personal favorite.  
 

 

Books  
by Peter Reynolds 
You will fall in love with Peter Reynolds’ watercolor illustrations right off the 

bat, then later you’ll realize that he snuck in some pretty fantastic life lessons 

while you were distracted by his art. Ish & The Dot are both about trying 

your best and releasing your inner artist. The Dot in particular has inspired 

tons of art projects, both in homes and as community driven events. Check 

out Pinterest for some fun suggestions. 
 

 

Someday  
by Alison McGhee  
Ok, this is kind of cheating because Peter Reynolds illustrated it, but Someday 

is actually one of my absolute favorite books to give to new mothers of girls. 

It’s the sweetest reflection of the relationship between mother and daughter 

through all life’s stages. Read it with a box of tissues.  
 

 

The Very Impatient Caterpillar  
by Ross Burach 
This hilarious book is a great way to talk about metamorphosis… and 

patience. Regardless of the teaching moment you choose, this book will have 

your kids giggling. Extend the fun with a caterpillar (or butterfly) craft, stick 

with the theme by also reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar, or go in search 

of caterpillars in your garden. You can even purchase butterfly growing kits 

online, for a hands on science experiment at home that can be released into 

nature.  



 
 

The Book with No Pictures  
by B.J. Novak 
Get ready to make your kids crack up with this hilariously interactive book 

by The Office’s B.J. Novak. The author will have you making odd noises, 

ridiculous claims, and unintentionally silly arguments.  
 

 

 

Go to Bed Monster!  
by Natasha Wing 
Our daughter’s personal favorite when she was in preschool, this book is the 

perfect bedtime story for kids who have a hard time going to bed. “I’m 

hungry/thirsty/not sleepy/scared” all feature in this imaginative picture book.   
 

 

 

The Adventures of Beekle, the Unimaginary Friend  
by Dan Santat 
Beekle will absolutely win your heart with his search for his forever friend. 

Beautifully illustrated, this story will help your little ones’ imaginations soar. 

This is a picture book I bring out for every story time and recommend every 

chance I get! 
 

 

 

Creepy Carrots  
by Aaron Reynolds 
Fall is fast approaching, so I had to include a seasonal choice. For an unusual 

Halloween book, look no further! These creepy carrots have an ulterior (and 

not really all that terrifying) reason for being creepy! The suspense builds a 

bit, but it’s a perfectly safe and non-frightening story for younger kids. 
 

 

 

Moo, Baa, La La La!  
by Sandra Boynton 
Full disclosure, we recommend pretty much anything Sandra Boynton has 

written. Her delightful board books are perfect for toddlers and early 

preschoolers, and — bonus! She’s made music too! The songs aren’t your 

typical annoying children’s music, and you’ll find yourself still singing the 

songs long after your kids have outgrown them (true story). 


