
 

Book Recommendations 
Chapter Books for Early Readers 

 
 
 

Geronimo Stilton series 
by Geronimo Stilton 
Geronimo Stilton is the reluctantly adventurous mouse reporter in this 
adorable series perfect for reading to preschoolers and kindergartners or 
for first and second graders to read to themselves. The colorful 
illustrations and fonts will add extra attraction for kids just starting to dip 
their toes into chapter books. 
 
 

 

 

The Princess in Black  
by Shannon Hale 
Move over Cinderella! For those of you who love a strong female 

protagonist but aren t quite ready to throw out the entire concept of 

princesses, the Princess in Black is a breath of fresh air. Equally 

comfortable in floofy pink dresses or her alter-ego s black costume, she 

slips out of the castle via secret passageways to fight crime, monsters, or 
whatever other dangers threaten her kingdom. This book is the perfect 
transition to chapter books, either as a read aloud, or for early readers.  
 
 
 
 

A to Z Mysteries 
by Ron Roy 
These mysteries feature three friends; two boys and a girl solving 
mysteries. Unlike many early chapter books, this series doesn’t feel 
saccharine or formulaic, each one has a very different adventure. The 
fact that there are two boys and a girl make it appealing for all kids (a rare 
find!).  
  



 
 

Magic Treehouse  
by Mary Pope Osborne  
This series will appeal to kids of all ages and interests. Teachers and 
librarians often recommend these, and if you haven’t brought them home 
to your kids, make sure you do ASAP! These adventurous kids go on 
magical adventures each book that range from dinosaurs to knights, 
mummies to wild animals.  

 
 
 
 

The Puppy Place  
by Ellen Miles 
Two siblings foster dogs in each book, finding each rescue the perfect 
forever home. These books don’t feel repetitive and teach really fantastic 
values. The parents are caring and supportive, the kids are independent 
and kind, and they focus on helping others in each book. This will be a 
win for dog lovers especially! 
 
 
 
 

Diva & Flea  
by Mo Willems 
Full disclosure, I will read anything Mo Willems writes. That being said, 
this book is a rare gem; even years later, our daughter looks back on this 
book fondly. It has a Lady & the Tramp kind of feel, except it’s a stray cat 
and a fancy dog. When their paths cross on the Paris streets, a friendship 
is established that changes their lives and perspectives forever. 
 
 
 
 

EllRay Jakes Stands Tall  
by Sally Warner 
I’m always on the lookout for good chapter books that will appeal to boys, 
and this one will definitely be a draw for athletic boys. As an added 
bonus, this book touches on issues of race when EllRay talks about being 
one of the only non-white students at his school.  

 


