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Exodus 34:1-10 The Grace and Glory of God 
Read Exodus 34:1-10

Comment
Exodus 34 brings to a closure the problems created by Israel unfaithfulness due 

to the golden calf. Moses has interceded for Israel and God will move forward with his 
purposes with them despite their rebellion. But in the end of chs. 32-34 we see this has 
really been about showing God’s graciousness and his forgiveness. While there is much 
mystery we would like to peer into regarding God passing by Moses and exactly what 
Moses saw, Clearly the text wants us to focus on what is proclaimed more than on what 
is seen. Exodus 34:6-7 is a frequently quoted verse in the OT (Num. 14:18; Neh. 9:17; 
Ps. 86:5, 15; 103:8; 145:8; Dan. 9:9; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2; Nah. 1:3). It is also echoed in 
the NT in Rom. 2:4; Eph. 4:23; Jas. 5:11; and 1 Jn. 1:9.

God proclaims some of his essential attributes before Moses that have been 
clearly demonstrated through Exodus but now made more explicit. Moses seeks the 
Lord’s forgiveness (34:9) and God renews his covenant with Israel (34:10). The law is 
given again, just as before in the aftermath of his amazing grace. Then Moses 
descends the mountain with a shining face who then places a veil over his face after he 
gives the word of the Lord to the people. Paul picks up on this incident to speak of the 
greater glory, that does not fade, we have received in Christ (2 Cor. 3).

There are several theological tensions in Ex. 34:6-7 as well that people often 
have questions about. One is the tension between God’s forgiveness and his 
punishment. Two is the mention of the punishment extending beyond the sins of the 
father to multiple generations. It is best to not attempt to resolve these by diminishing 
one side or the other in a way more palatable to us. Scripture affirms both are true of 
God, that he is loving, merciful, and forgiving AND at the same time, will not let the guilty 
go unpunished. His love and his justice must be held together. Scripture affirms that 
God will not punish people unjustly, only in accordance with their sins (Ezek. 18) AND at 
the same time the punishment can extend beyond the generation that sinned. Part of 
the rub here is that God treats us as individuals and as a part of a broader community 
and culture.

Questions 
1. Moses requests to see God’s glory (33:18) but God proclaims his goodness as he 

passes by (34:5-7). What do you think the significance is of God proclaiming his 
goodness is? Why does he declare his character?


2. Ex. 34:6-7 is a clear list of God’s attributes and it holds two things together many 
people struggle with: God’s love (including his forgiveness) and his justice (which 
includes his judgment. How does this verse hold those two things together? Which 
do you tend to stress when you think of God, that he punishes wickedness or that 
he is loving and forgiving?
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3. Many also not, what has been repeated in several places, that the Lord punishes 

the guilty “to the third and forth generation,” and that this seems unfair (cf. Ezek. 
18). What do you notice about the Lord’s steadfast love, verses not leaving the 
guilty unpunished? Do you think this is fair of God? Why or why not? What in the 
passage may agree with your understanding and what might challenge it?


4. When you reflect upon your own life, in parenting, marriage, or friendships, how 
have you tended to show mercy or compassion, forgiveness or punishment? How is 
God’s compassion, grace, and mercy different from our own?


5. When you mess up, how do you tend to respond? Do you blame others, or punish 
yourself? Do you forget it quickly and move on? Do you seek to make up for it? 
What is your default response? 


6. How does God’s character challenge your default response to your mistakes? How 
does his essential qualities enable you to be honest about your shortcomings and 
at the same time have strength to overcome them?
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