
Monday, October 19, 2020

Exodus 33 The Need for His Presence 
Read Exodus 33:12-23

Comment
The result of Israel’s gross disloyalty and disobedience (32:1-6) to the Lord is he 

will not go with them into the promised land. He will send and angel instead (33:2). This 
is partially protective so that his presence and anger does not consume them (33:3; cf. 
19:12). The narrative here is preceded by a brief story of Moses meeting with the Lord 
at the “tent of meeting” and speaking with him “face to face, as a man with a 
friend” (33:11). This is an intimate look into Moses conversations with God at peak of 
the conflict in the story after the events of the golden calf. It is important to see this all in 
the context of 32-34, and then in the book of Exodus as a whole. How will the Lord 
move forward with his redemptive plans with this “stiff necked people” (Ex. 33:3, 5)? 

There are parallels here with Moses first encounter with the Lord at the burning 
bush in Exodus 3-4:17. Then Moses asked five questions, “who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh?” “Who will I say sent me?” “What sign will I give that its you?” “I am slow of 
speech.” and “Please send someone else.” There are many themes throughout Exodus 
reaching their climax here and all of it is about revealing more about who this God is 
who called Moses and brought them out of Egypt. All of it seeks to answer who is he 
and how he will be present with his people again?

Questions 
1. When we look at Moses’ intercession with the Lord here, how does it compare with 

Exodus 3? What is similar and what is different?

2. How does Moses appeal to God and why is God now willing to go with Moses?

3. Remembering all of God’s anger and wrath just recorded in previous chapter, are 

you surprised by Ex. 33:14? What difference does the presence of God make in 
your life?


4. How does the Lord respond to Moses request to see his glory? How does God, and 
how does he not, accommodate Moses?


5. When you reflect upon your own prayers, what do you most frequently ask for?

6. What is Moses overarching concern? What does he desire above all else?

7. What if God gave you none of the blessings you have in your life, would he still be 

enough? Why?

8. How can you cultivate greater dependence on God and greater hunger for him?
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