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G
od had said that King Saul w

ould not be king
m

uch longer. G
od told Sam

uel to go to the m
an

G
od had chosen to be the new

 king. “G
o to the

tow
n of Bethlehem

. Find a m
an nam

ed Jesse. I
have chosen one of Jesse’s sons to be the king.”

Sam
uel obeyed G

od and w
ent to Bethlehem

. H
e

talked to Jesse. H
e looked at each of Jesse’s

seven sons. The oldest son w
as tall and strong.

Surely this is the one G
od w

ants to be king,
thought Sam

uel.

“N
o,” G

od said to Sam
uel, “he is not the one. You

can only see how
 he looks on the outside. But I

have chosen a m
an w

ho loves M
e and w

ill obey
M

e. That cannot be seen from
 the outside.”

So Sam
uel looked at the next son. But G

od 
said he w

asn’t the one either. O
ne after another,

Jesse’s seven sons w
alked by. But none of them

w
as the one G

od had picked! Finally Sam
uel

asked Jesse, “Do you have any M
O

RE sons?”

Jesse told him
 that his youngest son, David, w

as
out taking care of the sheep. Sam

uel asked to see
him

. W
hen David w

alked in, G
od said, “This is the

one I have chosen.” So Sam
uel took out a little

anim
al horn filled w

ith oil. Sam
uel poured som

e
oil on David’s head to show

 that he w
as the one

G
od had chosen to be the next king. G

od had
chosen David because he knew

 David loved 
G

od w
ith all his heart.

D
avid is chosen as king. 

1 Sam
uel 16:1-13
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