
James: Living a Life of Genuine Faith Week 7  

Last week we learned that genuine faith bears the fruit of good works. 
We considered the inconsistency of saying we believe in God but living as 
if there is no God. We discovered that there is no such thing as a fruitless 
faith – that all genuine faith bears the fruit of good works.  

This week James tackles the most prominent area where our actions 
reveal the state of our faith: our speech . Nothing gives away the state of 
our hearts faster than our words. Read through the entire book of James. 
Then re-read James 3:1-12. Read it in the ESV and NIV before you begin 
to answer the questions.  

Our lesson this week may hit a bit close to home. Take a minute to pray 
and ask God to soften your heart to hear His Word without anger, denial, 
or misplaced guilt. Ask Him to speak to your conscience. Ask Him for 
courage to look into the mirror of His Word this week.  

Look at James 3:1-2.  

1. James warns that not many should become (NIV: presume to be) 
teachers. Why might many want to become teachers?  

 

2. Read Romans 12:6-7. What do you learn about teaching in these 
verses? 

 

3. Based on the context of 3:1-2, what potential pitfalls await those who 
teach? 

 

4. Why is it appropriate that teachers be judged with greater strictness?  

 

5. Apply: Do you think that teachers in the church today take 
seriously the warning that they will be judged with greater 
strictness? Why or why not?  



6. Does James seem to be changing the subject in chapter 3 from what 
we covered last week? How might the topic of pure speech build on his 
discussion of the relationship between faith and works?  

 

7. In the margin of your printed copy of the text, draw a bracket in orange 
to highlight each section of the book of James that deals with some aspect 
of our speech. Of the five chapters, how many make mention of this topic? 
______ What can you conclude from this?  

 

8. What does James mean when he says that one who controls his tongue 
is “a perfect man”?  

(3:2)  

 

Now look at James 3:3-12.  

9. What imagery does James use to describe the tongue and its role?  

verse descriptive image 3:3  

3:4  

3:5-6  

3:7-8  

3:11  

3:12a  

3:12b  

10. Apply: Which of these images can you most relate to? Why?  

 

11. Read John 8:44. What title is given for Satan? How does this tie in 
with the imagery in 3:6?  



12. Rewrite 3:6 in your own words:  

 

13. Look up Matthew 12:33-37 and compare it to 3:8-12. Answer the 
following questions:  

• Who is speaking in 
Matthew?  

• What similarities do you find between the 
two passages?  

• What do Jesus’ words add to your understanding 
of James’s words?  

14. Why is it especially wrong to curse a human being (3:9)? 
What types of speech do you think are included under the 
category of cursing?  

15. Look up the following verses and note what each says 
about the tongue:  

Proverbs 6:16-17  

Proverbs 10:19  



Proverbs 12:22  

Proverbs 17:27-28  

Proverbs 18: 6-7, 13  

Proverbs 26:20  

Proverbs 28:23  

16. What kind of speech are you characterized by? Think about your speech over 
the last week and evaluate how well you have controlled your tongue:  

yes  
no  
Bragging/boasting  
Lying  
Flattering  
Slandering  
Gossiping  
Verbal abuse of others  
Cursing/profanity  
Making off-color remarks  
Talking behind someone’s back  
Passing on rumors  
Arguing  
Raising your voice in anger/frustration  
Using sarcasm or cutting remarks  



17. Apply: Which of the above sins of the tongue is most often a problem 
for you? Why?  

 

18. Apply: How might the following things provide opportunity to sin 
with your tongue?  

• Cell phone  

• Facebook/Twitter/Instagram  

• Email/Texting  

• Prayer request time at Bible study  

• Small group discussion time at Bible study  

• Meeting with an accountability partner  

• Praying in public/in a group  

• Giving an educated opinion on a topic you love  

19. Is there ever a time that we sin with our tongues by remaining silent? 
Think of an example from your own life and write it below.  

20. What positive uses of the tongue can you find in the following verses?  

Romans 10:14-15  



Colossians 3:15-17  

21. Apply: What are two ways you can avoid sins of speech this 
week? What are two ways you can practice positive speech?  

 

Wrap-up  

What aspect of God’s character has this week’s passage of James 
shown you more clearly?  

 

Fill in the following statement:  

Knowing that God is _______________________ shows me that I am 
_____________________.  

What one step can you take this week to better live in light of this truth?  

 

Close in prayer. Confess to God any specific sins of the tongue that He 
has been showing you. Ask Him to guard your heart and mind from the 
thought patterns that result in improper speech. Ask Him for the strength 
to resist the temptation to sin with speech. Ask Him to help you through 
the study of His Word to gain control of your words. Bless Him that every 
word He speaks is profitable and good. Thank Him for the Word Made 
Flesh, Jesus Christ, through whom there is forgiveness of sins  
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