
James: Living a Life of Genuine Faith Week 3 

Last week we learned that genuine faith perseveres in trial. We 
acknowledged the certainty of facing trials, and that we can rejoice in 
the knowledge that God is teaching us steadfastness. We also saw that 
those facing trials will always receive wisdom when they ask for it.  

This week James teaches us a further way to recognize genuine faith: in 
the way a believer responds to temptation. Read through the entire book 
of James. Then re-read James 1:2-18. Read it in the ESV and NIV 
before you begin to answer the questions.(Our focus this week will be 
1:13-18, but we’ll set it in its context by looking back at last week’s 
passage as well.)  

Look at James 1:13-15.  

1. What do you think is the key difference between trials (v 2, 12) 
and temptations (v 13)?  

2. Apply: Think of a temptation you have faced unsuccessfully. What 
was the outcome? In hindsight, how would you handle the 
temptation differently?  

3. In 1:13, what do we learn about the character of God? Look up 1 John 
1:5, 4:8-10 and note how it reinforces this idea.  

4. God cannot be the source of temptation. Of what is He the source?  

1:5______________________________________________________
  

1:17_____________________________________________________ 

 

1:18_____________________________________________________ 

What is the actual source of temptation? (1:14)  



What is the certain result of giving into temptation? (1:15)  

5. In the book of Job, we see Job wrestle not just with trials but with 
temptations to sin. Read his words about temptation in Job 31:1.  

“I have made a covenant _____________ _____ __________.”  

How seriously did Job take the issue of temptation? Whose 
responsibility did he believe it was to protect his heart from sin?  

6. What role do you think the eyes play in the committing of sin?  

7. Read Genesis 3:1-6. What process does Eve go through in verse 6?  

1. She _______ the apple  

2. She desired the apple  

3. She _________ the apple  

4. She __________ the apple  

5. She __________ the apple to Adam.  

8. When Joshua is commanded to take the city of Jericho, God 
gives specific instructions about what to do with the spoils (Joshua 
6:18-19, 7:1). Achan, one of his commanders, disobeys these 
instructions. Read Joshua 7:19-25, and note the similarities 
between Achan’s story and Eve’s.  

9. Read 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 14, 26-27. What similarities can you find in 
David’s story to those you have just studied?  

10. Read each of the following passages and note what each 
teaches about our eyes:  



2 Corinthians 4:18  

Hebrews 12:2  

1 John 2:15-17  

Matthew 6:22-23  

11. Apply: What have your eyes looked on this week that has placed 
you in the path of temptation? List several examples below.  

What would Job tell you to do? How, practically, could you follow 
his advice?  

12. Match the following reference to its main thought:  

Mark 8:34 Put to death the misdeeds of the body  

Romans 8:12-14 Put to death immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires, greed  

Galatians 5:24-25 Deny yourself and take up your cross  

Colossians 3:1-5 Crucify the sinful nature’s passions and desires  

13. What are some examples of ways we can crucify our flesh daily?  

14. How did Jesus instruct his disciples to deal with temptation? 
Matthew 26:41 (see also Matthew 6:13).  



15. When does Jesus instruct his disciples to pray about temptation? 
Check your answer:  

- before being tempted  

- in the midst of temptation  

- after being tempted  

16. Apply: Is this your approach to dealing with temptation? Think of 
a specific temptation you battle and write it below. How you will face 
the temptation before it presents itself?  

17. Now read 2 Timothy 2:22. What further advice does Paul give to 
Timothy with regard to dealing with temptation?  

18. Apply: When temptation presents itself, do you flee or do you 
linger? How can you be better at fleeing from the temptation you 
wrote for question 16? What physical or mental steps can you take to 
remove you from the temptation?  

Now look at James 1:16-18.  

19. What is James warning his brothers not to be deceived about?  

20. What are some good and perfect gifts you have 
received from God?  



21. What name is given for God in 1:17? __________________________  

Why do you think James chooses to describe God in these terms? 
Think about the role light plays in our lives as you construct your 
answer.  

22. Apply: Not all good and perfect gifts appear to be so at first. 
Not all gifts that initially appear to be good and perfect turn out to 
be so in hindsight. Think of a personal example that fits each of 
these scenarios and write it below. How can we learn to discern 
what is a good and perfect gift, versus what only appears to be?  

23. In 1:18, what does James say God chose to do? (NIV)  

How did he choose to do it?  

Why did he choose to do it? (see Leviticus 23:9-14 for a description of 
the firstfruits offering)  

24. Read John 15:16. Note the similarities between the words of Jesus 
and the words of James in 1:18. What do both passages want us to 
know?  

25. Rewrite 1:18 in your own words:  



Wrap-up  

What aspect of God’s character has this week’s passage of James 
shown you more clearly?  

Fill in the following statement:  

Knowing that God is _______________________ shows me that I am 
_____________________.  

What one step can you take this week to better live in light of this truth?  

Close in prayer. Ask God to give you the wisdom to resist and flee from 
temptation. Thank Him for giving that which is good and perfect. Praise 
Him for being the Father of lights, unchanging. Ask Him to bring about 
spiritual fruitfulness in you through the word of truth. Thank Him that He 
chooses those who do not choose Him, that they might “bear fruit that 
abides.”  
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